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Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week  See  also  "  Contents"  in 
the  first  column. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  RATES. 
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Diary  next  published.  Single  copy,  M. ;  Summer  or 
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The  Chemists'  and  "Druggists'  Ttiary,  1908. 
40th  Year  of  Publication. 

The  preparation  of  this  work  has  commenced,  in  order  that 
the  delivery  of  copies  to  our  subscribers  abroad  by  Christ- 
mas may  be  ensured.  Advertisers  who  wish  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  of  making  their  announcements  in 
the  Diary  should  make  sure  of  getting  space  by  addressing 
the  publisher  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  The  Diary  is  presented 
free  to  all  subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and 
being  in  daily  use  by  thousands  of  our  readers  throughout 
the  year  is  the  most  esteemed  and  valuable  advertising- 
medium  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  Besides  valuable  and 
novel  reference  and  practical  information,  the  1908  Diary 
will  contain  a  Buyers'  Guide  to  the  agents  for  and  makers 
of  chemicals,  medicines,  and  druggists'  goods  of  all  kinds. 
To  secure  entries  therein  it  is  necessary  to  advertise  the 
goods  in  the  Diary. 


The  latest  store-prices  for  chemists'  goods  arc  mentioned  on 
p.  393. 

Sir  William  Perkin's  estate  has  been  returned  at  78,611?. 
gross  (p.  401). 

The  manufacture  of  camphor  in  Formosa  is  described  by 
an  eye-witness  (p.  418). 

The  coming  of  the  Winter  Session  is  poetically  portrayed  in 
our  editorial  columns  (p.  409). 

The  Head  of  a  Derry  dental  company  has  been  fined  under 
the  Dentists  Act  for  illegal  use  of  titles  (p.  400). 

The  enforcement  of  the  new  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia  has 
been  postponed  until  the  end  of  1908  (pp.  399  and  408). 

Mr.  A.  E.  Thornewell  communicates  a  note  on  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  sodium-sulphide  method  for  determining  zinc 
(p.  413). 

The  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Associations  has  lost  its 
Secretary.  Mr.  Gadd,  who  has  not  time  to  continue  in  the 
office  (p. '415). 

Testing  for  Potassium  is  the  subject  of  the  summer  study 
which  Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin  communicates  to  our  Students' 
Corner  on  p.  392. 

Co-operative  buying  and  manufacturing  by  German  retail 
pharmacists  has  brought  them  into  conflict  with  wholesalers. 
See  the  article  on  p.  410. 

An  account  of  the  spectacle-makers'  examination,  which  is 
printed  on  p.  412,  is  of  special  interest  at  present  in  view  of 
the  approaching  examination. 

The  Cape  Analyst's  Report  furnishes  us  with  a  budget  of 
information  regarding  agricultural  and  other  products  which 
were  examined  during  1906  (p.  413). 

C.  if:  D.  Subscribers  in  Brussels,  Wiesbaden,  and  Ghent  get 
the  prizes  for  the  August  24  prescription  problem.  Another 
facsimile  is  given  for  competition  (p.  404). 

The  deaths  of  two  veteran  English  chemists  is  reported — • 
viz.,  Mr.  George  Bentley,  formerly  of  Llandrindod  Wells,  and 
Mr.  Edward  Towl,  of  Ballarat,  V'ic.  (p.  402). 

The  introduction  of  ether  anaesthesia  is  "  Xrayser's  "  prin- 
cipal subject  this  week.  Dr.  Crawford  Long,  of  Athens, 
Georgia,  was  the  first  to  use  it  for  operations  (p.  405). 

New  Zealand  is  an  important  market  to  home  manufacturers 
and  merchants  ;  consequently  we  give  full  details  of  the  altera- 
tions in  and  abolition  of  customs  duties  now  proposed  (p.  416). 

Almond  Essence,  cinnamon,  and  ginger  as  sold  in  Canada 
have  been  examined  by  the  Government  chemists,  and  in 
reporting  the  results  we  quote  valuable  analytical  factors  for 
ground  ginger  (p.  414). 

Differences  of  opinion  respecting  the  otto-of-rose  crop  have 
brought  us  letters  from  Bulgarian  merchants  (see  p.  423).  We 
give  a  translation  of  a  semi-official  estimate  of  the  crop  under 
the  Trade  Report  (p.  419). 

The  "  Colonel  "  who  bought  cameras  and  paid  for  them  with 
worthless  cheques  (see  C.  &  D.,  August  31,  p.  361)  was  arrested 
at  Grasmere  last  week,  and  was  brought  before  the  Magis- 
trates on  Wednesday.    He  was  remanded. 

The  Indian  Government  has  decided  to  stop  the  importation 
of  quinine  which  is  coloured  pink,  that  being  the  colour  of  the 
alkaloid  made  by  the  Government  (p.  423).  We  demur  to  the 
official  statement  that  the  pink  colour  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  guarantee  of  purity  (p.  409). 

Business  on  the  drug  and  chemical  markets  is  not  very 
earnest.  Cascara  sagrada  is  in  a  very  firm  position,  and  may 
go  up  at  any  moment.  Quinine  is  steady,  and  the  shellac 
market  is  in  a  very  depressed  condition.  Peppermint  oil, 
menthol,  and  camphor  are  all  quiet,  with  slightly  easier  ten- 
dencies (p.  419). 

The  Australian  Labour  Party  has  raised  the  question  of  the 
formulae  of  "  patents  "  being  on  the  labels,  and  after  a  lengthy 
debate  Sir  William  Lyne  promised  to  look  into  the  matter. 
It  appears  that  the  regulation  as  to  alcoholic  and  narcotic 
medicines  was  beyond  the  powers  of  the  Commerce  Act,  but 
with  a  saving  clause  it  is  now  enforced.  Fresh  powers  will  be 
needed  before  revelation  of  formulas  can  be  compelled  (p.  406). 
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Corner  for  Stubente. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


SUMMER  STUDIES. 

The  exercises  in  qualitative  analysis  are  suspended  during 
July  and  August,  and  will  be  resumed  in  September,  all 
who  are  preparing  for  qualification  in  chemistry  and  phar- 
macy being  eligible  to  compete.  For  summer  studies  we 
shall  deal  with  a  series  of  topics  directly  bearing  upon  the 
pharmaceutical  examinations. 


Analytical  Varia. — II. 

Testing  for  Potassium. — As  a  rule,  too  little  care  is 
devoted  to  testing  for  potassium  in  the  course  of  the  sys- 
tematic examination  for  metallic  radioals  in  an  unknown 
substance.  Many  students  are  disposed  to  trust  entirely, 
or  almost  entirely,  to  the  flame-test  for  its  detection,  and 
reports  of  the  preliminary  examination  of  substances  which 
contain  potassium  compounds  in  small  quantity,  associated 
with  a  large  proportion  of  salts  of  sodium  or  of  other 
metallic  radicals  which  impart  strongly-marked  colorations 
to  the  Bunsen  flame,  are  frequently  found  to  contain  state- 
ments regarding  the  observation  of  a  violet  flame  coloration 
which  would  seem  to  indicate  the  possession,  by  the  writers, 
of  a  discerning  eye  for  the  potassium  flame  to  which,  alas  ! 
the  writer  of  these  lines  can  claim  no  pretensions.  In 
most  cases  where  chemical  proof  of  the  presence  of  potas- 
sium is  required,  we  find  it  best  to  follow  the  well-known 
and  safe  plan  of  deferring  any  special  examination  for  this 
radical  until  metallic  radicals  belonging  to  the  other 
analytical  groups,  up  to  and  including  the  barium  group, 
have  been  removed,  and  then,  after  driving  off  ammonium 
salts,  applying  the  flame-test  and,  if  needful,  one  or  more 
of  the  special  tests  for  potassium. 

A  fallacious  and  inappropriate  procedure  which  is  some- 
times followed  consists  in  making  an  aqueous  extract  of 
the  original  substance  and  applying  to  this  extract  the 
hydrochloroplatinic-acid  test,  or  some  other  special  test, 
for  potassium  :  if  the  characteristic  reaction  is  obtained, 
it  is  concluded  that  potassium  is  present ;  if  not,  that  it  is 
absent.  This  procedure  is  fallacious  because  it  depends 
■upon  the  incorrect  assumption  that  any  potassium  com- 
pound present  in  the  original  substance  will  be  in  solution 
in  the  aqueous  extract ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  all  potas- 
sium compounds  are  soluble  in  water.  The  student  who 
adopts  this  process  would  very  probably  be  quite  satisfied 
that  no  noteworthy  portion  of,  for  example,  his  porcelain 
dish  would  be  dissolved  by  even  prolonged  boiling  in  water, 
and  yet  the  glaze  of  this  dish  consists  of  a  compound  which 
contains  potassium  in  considerable  proportion.  The  pro- 
cedure is  inappropriate,  as  well  as  fallacious,  because  no 
account  is  taken  of  other  substances  that  may  be  present  in 
the  aqueous  extract,  some  of  which,  with  hydrochloro- 
platinic  acid  and  other  special  reagents  for  potassium,  might 
yield  reactions  resembling,  while  others  might  yield  reac- 
tions masking,  those  of  potassium. 

In  our  replies  to  correspondents  in  this  column  we  have 
repeatedly  advised  students  to  employ  sodium  bitartrate 
instead  of  tartaric  acid  when  they  desire  to  precipitate 
potassium  as  bitartrate,  and  on  one  occasion,  at  least,  we 
gave,  in  our  general  remarks,  some  particulars  regarding 
the  reason  why.  We  shall  here  deal  with  this  matter  with 
greater  detail  than  we  have  done  hitherto. 

When  tartaric  acid  and,  for  example,  potassium  chloride 
or  nitrate  interact,  potassium  bitartrate  and  hydrochloric 
or  nitric  acid  are  produced  : 

KC1  +  H2T  =  KHT  +  HC1; 
KN03  +  H,T  =  KHT  +  HN03. 


But  although  potassium  bitartrate  is  only  sparingly  soluble 
in  water,  it  is  somewhat  easily  soluble  in  dilute  solution  of 
hydrochloric,  nitric,  or  other  strong  acid ;  and  hence,  when 
one  of  these  acids  is  liberated  as  a  result  of  the  interaction, 
precipitation  only  takes  place,  if  at  all,  until  a  state  of 
equilibrium  is  attained,  and  this  state  is  attained  before 
the  precipitation  is  anything  like  so  complete  as  it  would 
become  in  the  absence  of  such  strong  acid. 

When  sodium  bitartrate  is  used  instead  of  tartaric  acid, 
the  liberation  of  the  strong  acid  is  avoided  : 

KCl-f  NaHT  =  KHT  +  NaCl ; 

KN03  +  NaHT  =  KHT  +  NaN03. 
In  such  cases  the  precipitation  is  very  much  more  nearly 
complete,  being  influenced  mainly  by  the  solubility  of 
potassium  bitartrate  in  water. 

The  solubility  of  potassium  bitartrate  in  water  and  in 
normal  acid  solutions  was  examined  in  1884  by  Ostwald,* 
whose  experiments  were  carried  out  at  the  temperature  of 
20°  C.  The  numbers  which  he  obtained,  when  calculated 
into  grams  per  100  c.c,  give  the  following  results  : 


Water   0  53 

Normal  Nitric  Acid    10.2 

,,      Hydrochloric  Acid    9.4 

,,      Sulphuric  Acid    7.0 

Acetic  Acid    0.48 


These  figures  show  clearly  how  undesirable  it  is  to  attempt 
to  carry  out  the  bitartrate-test  for  potassium  under  circum- 
stances which  involve  the  simultaneous  production  of  even 
small  quantities  of  strong  acids,  such  as  nitric,  hydro- 
chloric, or  sulphuric.  They  further  show,  however,  that 
potassium  bitartrate  is  slightly  less  soluble  in  normal  solu- 
tion of  acetic  acid  than  in  pure  water,  and  indicate  that  the 
presence  of  this  (weak)  acid  is  desirable  rather  than  the 
reverse.  Hence  they  point  to  a  mode  of  procedure  which  is 
probably  the  best  that  can  be  adopted  when  the  bitartrate- 
test  is  applied  to  a  neutral  solution  ;  that  is,  to  add  moder- 
ately concentrated  solutions  of  tartaric  acid  and  of  sodium 
acetate,  the  vigorous  shaking  of  the  mixture  and  the  setting 
of  it  aside  for  a  few  minutes  for  the  precipitate  to  settle, 
being  carried  out  as  usual.  The  reaction  which  would  take 
place  in  the  case  of,  say,  potassium  nitrate  would  then  be 
substantially  in  accordance  with  the  equation  : 

KNOa  +  H2T  +  NaA=  KHT  +  HA+NaN03. 

*  "Journal  fiir  praktische  Chemie,"  29J  p.  49. 


Jnformatfon  Wlanteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C.  &D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


212/10.  Name  and  address  of  makers  of  Allan's  Vapour 
Baths. 

216/32.  Non-fading  pink  wrapping-paper:  who  sup- 
plies '! 

214/16.  Packers  of  a  non-proprietary  nit-killer  in  large 
3<7.  tins. 

212/74.  Who  makes,  or  supplies  wholesale,  alum  blocks 
for  use  after  shaving  ? 


Secret  Remedies.— The  "  British  Medical  Journal  "  is  pub- 
lishing analyses  of  proprietary  medicines.  We  have  referred 
to  these  from  time  to  time.  In  the  issue  for  August  31  the 
analyses  refer  to  Clarke's  blood-mixture,  Munyon's  blood-cure, 
Harvey's  blood-pills,  Hood's  sarsaparilla,  and  Hughes  s 
blood-pills.  The  active  principle  is  given  as  potassium  iodide 
or  sarsaparilla. 
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lEnoIteb  IHews. 

Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting:  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Blackburn  Education  Committee  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  W.  &  J.  George,  Ltd.,  Birmingham,  for 
chemicals  to  the  various  schools. 

A  celluloid  comb  in  a  lady's  hair  became  ignited  by  the 
sun's  rays  at  Crowborough,  Sussex,  says  a  newspaper 
paragraph.  A  friend  who  was  close  by  promptly  snatched 
the  comb  from  the  lady's  head. 

In  Bermondsey  last  year  four  samples  of  cod-liver  oil,  one 
of  compound  liquorice  powder,  and  two  of  glycerin  were 
taken,  among  other  things,  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  all  being  found  to  be  genuine. 

A  porter,  named  Daykin,  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Dennis 
&  Roberts,  Ltd.,  wholesale  druggists,  Clumber  Street,  Not- 
tingham, was  severely  burned  last  week  by  the  breaking  of  a 
bottle  of  nitric  acid  which  he  was  carrying. 

The  West  Ham  Chemists'  Association  are  to  hold  the  first 
meeting  of  the  session  at  Earlham  Hall,  Forest  Gate, 
London,  E.,  on  September  12.  Mr.  J.  T.  Ainslie- Walker 
will  give  an  address  on  "  The  Rideal-Walker  Coefficient." 

Ernest  Kenyon,  a  Birkdale  drysalter,  in  weak  health, 
drank  a  quantity  of  liniment,  composed  of  belladonna,  opium, 
aconite,  and  camphor.  He  became  delirious  from  the  effects, 
and,  eluding  a  male  attendant,  jumped  through  his  bedroom 
window  and  was  killed. 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  recently  required  a 
retailer  to  pay  a  penalty  for  selling  eucalyptus  oil  which 
was  recommended  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  ail- 
ments. The  demand  was  withdrawn  when  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  oil  is  an  entire  drug,  but  a  sample  of  it  had 
first  to  be  submitted. 

Some  time  ago  it  was  stated  that  Messrs.  Crosfield  &  Co., 
Warrington,  intended  to  bring  an  action  against  the  Asso- 
ciated Newspapers,  proprietors  of  the  "  Daily  Mail,"  etc., 
in  connection  with  the  soap-libels.  Messrs.  Crosfield  at 
the  time  would  neither  deny  nor  confirm  the  report,  but  it 
is  now  stated  that  a  writ  has  been  issued. 

The  annual  report  of  the  public  analyst  for  Chelsea  states 
that  during  the  year  a  bottle  of  "  Kaola  "  was  submitted, 
it  being  suspected  of  causing  illness.  No  metallic  poisons  or 
other  irritants  were  found,  but  the  liquid  was  strongly  im- 
pregnated with  pear-drop  flavouring  essence  (amyl  acetate), 
which  might  have  caused  the  symptoms  complained  of. 

The  enterprise  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Smith,  of  J.  H.  Smith  &  Co., 
chemists,  Newark,  has  provided  the  inhabitants  of  Newark 
and  district  with  an  excellent  way  of  spending  a  holiday  on 
the  river.  Mr.  Smith's  motor-boat,  the  Fram,  by  means 
of  which  parties  may  have  trips  on  the  Trent,  is  fitted  up 
with  a  cooking  range,  cupboards,  and  all  conveniences  for 
sleeping  and  living  on  board. 

Mr.  Secretary  Morley  has  informed  Mr.  Rees,  M.P.,  in  a 
printed  answer,  that  he  has  not  received  a  proposal  to  raise 
funds  for  pushing  the  sale  and  increasing  the  consumption 
of  natural  indigo  by  means  of  a  cess  similar  to  that  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Government  of  India  in  respect  of  tea.  He 
reserves  decision  until  he  learns  how  any  scheme  is  sup- 
ported by  the  Indian  indigo  trade. 

At  Old  Street  Police  Court  on  August  31,  a  commercial 
traveller  named  Bohn  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  im- 
prisonment in  the  second  division  for  embezzling  money 
belonging  to  his  employers,  Messrs.  Sarson  &  Sons,  vinegar- 
brewers,  City  Road,  E.C.  For  the  defence  it  was  stated 
that  the  morphine-habit  had  been  the  man's  downfall,  and  a 
Mr.  Broad,  of  Forest  Gate,  offered  to  take  care  of  the 
prisoner  and  "  cure  him  of  the  habit,  as  he  had  cured 
others." 

Benzine  Derivatives. 
Notice  is  given  in  the  "  London  Gazette  "  that  the  Home 
Secretary,  pursuant  to  Section  80  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  1901,  has  certified  the  manufacture  of  nitro  and 
amido  derivatives  of  benzine,  and  the  manufacture  of  ex- 


plosives with  use  of  dinitrobenzol  or  dinitrotoluol,  to  be 
dangerous,  and  that  he  proposes  to  make  regulations  to 
apply  to  all  factories  and  workshops  in  which  such  manu- 
factures are  carried  on. 

Store-prices. 

The  alterations  in  prices  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores 
Circular  for  September  are  few.  The  following  are  noted  : 
Allenburys'  peptonised  milk-cocoa,  Is.  11<7.  and  3s.  Ad. 
per  tin  (advanced) ;  camphor  4s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  in  1-oz.  tablets 
5s.  per  lb.  ;  coco-butter,  Is.  107.  per  lb.  (advanced) ;  Marza 
wine,  3s.  per  bottle  ;  otto  of  rose  in  original  bottles,  25s.  each 
(advanced)  ;  Bainol  (water-softener),  1CW.  per  bot.  ;  Bock- 
airy's  foaming  eau  de  Cologne,  2s.  6(7.  and  3s.  9d.  per  bot. ; 
Rose  Dew  palm,  2s.  9d.  and  4s.  8d.  per  bot.  ;  "  Al  Arak  " 
tooth-powder,  6d.  per  tin;  "  Al  Arak"  tooth-brushes  (new 
pattern),  bd.  each. 

In  the  Civil  Service  Stores  Circular  for  September 
camphor  is  quoted  at  5s.  per  lb.  in  1-oz.  tablets  and  4s.  lOrf. 
in  blocks  ;  Lanoline  ichthyol  soap  is  b^d.  per  tablet,  Marza 
wine  36s.  per  doz.,  and  milk  of  magnesia  2s.  per  bot. 

East  Anglian  Notes. 
Mr.   J.    F.    Stratton,    chemist,    Watton,    was  largely 
responsible  for  engineering  a  very  successful  bowling  tour- 
nament at  Watton  last  week. 

Business  at  the  seaside  pharmacies  throughout  August  has- 
generally  been  excellent.  A  fine  genial  September  would 
do  much  to  make  up  for  the  anxious  days  in  the  earlier  stage 
of  the  season. 

Mr.  D.  Davison,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Cromer,  has 
received  one  guinea  from  Sir  William  Brampton  Guidon 
for  Cromer  Cottage  Hospital.  The  sum  was  sent  to  Sir 
William  by  an  anonymous  correspondent  in  grateful  thanks 
for  the  passing  of  the  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Act,  and  was 
to  be  used  for  any  charitable  institution. 

Midland  Notes. 
Local  pharmacy  magnates  appear  to  have  fallen  upon- 
rough  times  as  far  as  bodily  health  is  concerned.  At  least 
half  a  dozen  of  them  are  hors  de  combat  on  account  of  ail- 
ments which  have  necessitated  cessation  of  business 
activities. 

Yarrow  {Achillea  Millefolium)  on  lawns  and  its  eradica- 
tion was  the  subject  of  Press  correspondence  last  week. 
The  experts  assert  that  weed-killers  do  more  harm  than 
good,  and  suggest  taking  up  the  turf,  removing  the  creeping 
roots,  and  finally  relaying  the  turf. 

The  herbalists  of  Birmingham  are  forging  ahead.  One  in 
Gooch  Street  has  a  graphic  series  of  enlarged  micro- 
scopic pictures  illustrating  the  germs  of  such  common 
troubles  as  influenza,  pneumonia,  erysipelas,  typhoid,  and. 
diphtheria.  The  window  is  well  stocked  with  drugs  and 
herbs. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion has  received  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ini 
London  a  number  of  copies  of  prescription  schedules  which 
Mr.  Walter  Hills,  as  Chairman  of  the  B.P.  Committee  of 
Reference  on  Pharmacy,  has  prepared.  [This  is  the  pamph- 
let referred  to  in  the  (J.  <£•  D.  Summer  Issue.  It  has  been 
sent  to  local  and  association  secretaries. — Editor.] 

Railway  Matters. 

At  Sheffield  on  August  29,  the  Midland  Railway  succeeded 
in  making  Mr.  E.  J.  Raynor.  chemist  and  druggist,  pay 
20s.  for  travelling  first-class  with  a  third-class  ticket. 

Wilfred  Herbert  Eglin,  manufacturer,  of  Sowerby  Bridge, 
Yorkshire,  was  summoned  before  the  Aston  Police  Magis- 
trates by  the  L.  &  N.-W.  Railway  for  consigning  certain  dan- 
gerous goods  without  properly  marking  their  nature,  and 
further  for  giving  a  false  account  of  the  same  with  intent  to 
avoid  payment  of  the  proper  tolls.  The  goods  consisted  of 
bottles  of  chemicals  (nitric  acid,  gunpowder,  bronzing  liquid, 
chloride  of  arsenic,  and  sulphide  of  ammonia),  and  were 
labelled  "  Hardware."  He  was  fined  in  all  111.  7s.  He 
pleaded,  through  counsel,  want  of  thought. 

Shop-wrecking. 
About  10?.  worth  of  damage  was  done  during  the  night 
of  August  26  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  George  Hodgson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  in  Market  Street,  Hemsworth,  through  some- 
one smashing  a  large  plate-glass  window. 
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An  alarming  accident  occurred  at  Brentwood  on  August 
29,  resulting  in  the  wrecking  of  the  shop-front  of  Mr.  J. 
Crosby,  chemist  and  druggist,  whose  premises  are  situated 
at  the  corner  of  King's  Road  and  Gresham  Road.  A  van 
laden  with  firewood  was  descending  King's  Road  Hill  when 
the  skidding-chain  broke,  and  the  horse  falling  the  van 
crashed  into  the  shop,  carrying  away  the  door  and  a  large 
portion  of  one  window.  Iron  pillars  which  supported  the 
upper  floor  were  snapped,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stock 
was  destroyed.  Mr.  Crosby,  who  was  in  the  shop  at  the 
time,  was  able  to  get  safely  into  the  road  before  the  crash 
came. 

Ciicket. 

Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket  Champion- 
ship League. — A  match  played  at  Wadham  Lodge  on 
August  31,  between  Burgoyne  Burbidges  C.C.  and  Barro- 
netta  (Barron  Harveys)  C.C,  resulted  in  a  win  for 
Burgoynes  by  90  runs.  For  the  winners  Martin  took  six 
wickets  for  25  runs,  and  Dealtry  four  wickets  for  17. 

Thursday,  August  29,  was  a  great  day  at  Nottingham  for 
athletic  chemists,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  occasion  of  a 
match  there  between  the  athletic  clubs  representing  phar- 
macy in  Leicester  and  Sheffield,  as  well  as  one  between  the 
Nottingham  Pharmacy  A.C.  and  the  Notts  Banks'  C.C. 
The  match  between  the  rival  chemists'  teams  took  place  at 
Lenton,  and  an  enjoyable  game  ended  in  a  win  for  Leicester 
by  84  runs.  Meanwhile  the  Notts  Chemists  were  beaten 
by  the  Bankers  by  21  runs.  The  matches  over,  the  com- 
pany adjourned  to  Calvert's  Cafe,  Market  Place,  where  in 
a  pretty  room,  decorated  in  "  Jap-py  "  fashion  and  lighted 
by  "  Jap-py  "  lanterns,  full  justice  was  done  to  the  excellent 
high  tea  provided,  quite  a  large  company  being  present. 
Mr.  Ross  Sergeant,  President  of  the  Notts  Chemists'  A.C, 
gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  visitors,  and  said  he  thought 
it  was  unique  in  the  annals  of  pharmacy  for  three  teams 
of  cricketers  representing  three  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions of  three  separate  cities  to  be  present  at  one  gathering. 
Mr.  Pater,  President  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmacy  A.C,  and 
Mr.  F.  J.  Brett,  President  of  the  Leicester  P. A.C, 
responded.  Mr.  R.  Fitzhugh,  J.P.,  the  genial  and  vener- 
able President  of  the  Notts  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
was  also  called  upon,  and  reiterating  the  welcome  to  the 
visitors,  congratulated  Leicester  on  their  victory.  The 
menu  and  programme  cards  had  folding  paper  fans  in  the 
colours  of  the  three  clubs.  Printed  on  them  was  a  limerick 
which  ran  thus  : 

Three  men  famed  in  pharmacy  cricket, 
All  noted  for  keeping  the  wicket, 
Twelves,  Martin,  and  Carr 
These  Captains  names  are 


A  prize  of  an  8-oz.  bottle  of  mixture  was  offered  for  the  best 
dine  to  finish  the  limerick.  An  excellent  musical  enter- 
tainment was  given  by  the  Notts  Chemists'  Pierrot  Party, 
consisting  of  the  two  Misses  Parkes,  Miss  Beck,  and  Messrs. 
Adamson,  Carr,  Middleton,  jun.,  and  Parkes.  Mr.  Percy 
Kettley  also  gave  some  most  amusing  impersonations.  The 
programme  concluded  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne"  and  the 
National  Anthem  soon  after  ten  o'clock,  and  the  visitors  took 
their  departure  by  train  amid  expressions  on  every  hand 
of  having  spent  a  most  enjoyable  time. 

The  Check-till. 

Before  the  Kingston-on-Thames  Magistrates  on 
August  30,  George  Burnet  (32),  a  chemists'  assistant,  of 
Great  Titchfield  Street,  London,  W.C.,  was  charged  with 
stealing  2s.  and  Is.,  the  moneys  of  his  employers,  Durbin's 
Drug-stores,  Ltd.,  of  Market  Place,  Kingston.  Mr. 
Herbert  Durbin,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  a  director  of  the 
company,  stated  that  the  prisoner  was  an  assistant  at  their 
Kingston  stores.  They  had  a  cash-register  till  in  the  shop, 
and  on  August  28  a  payment  was  made  to  the  amount  of 
2s.  6cL,  and,  instead  of  that  sum  being  registered,  the 
accused  struck  the  key  for  sixpence  only.  The  Chairman 
(Mr.  W.  W.  Scott)  pointed  out  that  if  the  witness  did  not 
see  the  transaction  his  evidence  could  not  be  accepted.  The 
witness,  however,  produced  the  tape  of  the  register,  and 
said  that  a  test  had  been  made,  and  there  was  no  record  of 
the  transaction  in  question.  Miss  Clarissa  Brooker  stated 
that  she  called  at  the  shop  and  made  the  2s.  6d.  purchase, 


but  did  not  see  the  amount  registered.  She  went  to  the 
shop  on  the  instruction  of  the  manager.  The  previous 
amount  registered  was  a  penny,  and  a  friend  of  witness's 
followed  her  into  the  shop  and  made  a  purchase  of  Is.  8d., 
which  was  registered.  Mrs.  May  Durbin,  wife  of  the 
director,  said  she  made  a  shilling  purchase,  but  no  register 
of  it  was  made  in  her  presence.  In  the  evening  she  spent 
8grf.  in  the  shop,  and,  while  the  bell  rang,  the  register  did 
not  show  the  amount.  The  accused  admitted  his  guilt, 
and  said  he  was  prepared  to  repay  Mr.  Durbin  any  amounts 
he  had  taken  ;  they  amounted,  he  said,  to  seven  shillings. 
Burnet  was  sentenced  to  a  month's  imprisonment. 


3rteb  IRewB, 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  L.G.B.  Empties  Circular. 

The  circular  sent  out  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
seems  to  be  having  a  good  effect.  It  came  before  the 
Granard.  Monaghan,  and  Enniscorthy  Guardians  recently. 
The  medical  officers  are  to  be  acquainted  with  the  con- 
tents of  the  circular  and  arrangements  for  packing  empties 
made  with  the  caretakers  of  the  dispensaries. 

New  Premises. 

The  new  premises  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Dobbin  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
North  Street.  Belfast,  are  now  open  to  the  public,  the 
premises  having  been  entirely  reconstructed.  The  shop 
is  115  feet  long  and  44  feet  wide.  One  side  is  devoted  to 
druggists'  sundries,  perfumery,  and  photographic  goods 
and  the  dispensing  department.  The  cash  desk  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  shop  and  is  connected  with  the  retail  counters 
by  a  cash  railway.  A  dark-room  for  photography  is  pro- 
vided at  the  far  end  of  the  shop. 


TRHcl0b  IRewe. 

Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor,  who  also  invites 
reports  on  business  changes  and  other  trade  matters. 


From  Bottle-washer  to  C.C. 

Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  who  has  just  been  appointed  Chief 
Constable  of  Portsmouth,  started  life  in  very  humble  circum- 
stances. He  was  brought  up  at  a  small  farm  in  Carmarthen- 
shire, and  commenced  earning  his  livelihood  as  a  bottle- 
washer  at  Mr.  Hansard's  aerated-water  factory  at  Llanelly. 

A  Half-holiday. 

In  response  to  an  appeal  from  tradesmen  generally,  the 
officials  of  the  various  railway  companies  in  Cardiff  have 
decided,  on  and  after  September  7,  not  to  collect  or  deliver 
ordinary  goods  at  business  premises  after  two  o'clock  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  They  will,  however,  continue  to 
collect  and  deliver  special  consignments  of  a  perishable 
nature. 

Coroner's  Sudden  Death. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Reece,  the  Coroner  for  Cardiff  and  district, 
died  suddenly  at  the  County  Club  on  August  28,  from 
apoplexy.  Mr.  Reece  had  been  coroner  for  nearly  forty 
years,  and  was  looked  upon  as  an  eminently  fair  man.  In 
cases  of  poisoning  he  was  ever  ready  to  acknowledge  the 
difficulties  under  which  chemists  labour  in  carrying  on 
their  business.  Among  those  who  attended  the  funeral  on 
August  31  was  Mr.  Councillor  J.  A.  Jones,  ex-President  of 
the  Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  New  Watering-place. 

The  chemists  of  B»,rry,  in  common  with  other  traders,  view 
with  rather  mixed  feelings  the  proposal  of  the  District 
Council  to  enter  upon  an  important  scheme  of  development 
with  a  view  to  make  the  town  a  first-class  watering-place  and 
pleasure  resort.  Having  acquired  the  land  and  foreshore  at 
Whitmore  Bay,  Cold  Knapp,  and  Porthkerry  Park  and  Bay, 
they  are  considering  the  propriety  of  constructing  a  sea- 
wall and  promenade,  a  number  of  shelters,  ornamental  band- 
stand, fountain,  etc.,  at  a  cost  of  some  90,000/.  Though 
these  improvements  would  probably  be  the  means  of  attract- 
ing many  additional  thousands  of  visitors  to  Barry,  it  is 
feared  that  this  would  scarcely  compensate  for  the  increase 
in  rates. 
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Scotch  IMews. 


Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


jfrcneb  IRews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Aberdeen. 

Business  is  very  quiet.  The  long  spell  of  unseasonable 
weather  has  been  very  much  against  the  sale  of  "  summer 
lines  "  this  year. 

Mr.  William  Reid,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Aberdeen 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  has  been  indisposed  for  some 
time.   His  many  friends  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery. 

An  epidemic  has  attacked  the  ranks  of  pharmacists  in 
Aberdeen  and  district.  A  few  of  them  are  going  into 
"  double  harness  "  about  this  time.  Can  the  good  trade  ex- 
perienced last  winter  have  anything  to  do  with  it  ? 

Dandee. 

Mr.  L.  Michie,  who  has  managed  for  come  time  the 
branch  business  in  Union  Street,  Glasgow,  of  Messrs. 
Cockburn  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  about  to  commence  business  on 
his  own  account  in  Perth  Road,  Dundee. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Thomson,  chemist,  Lochee,  is  doubling  his 
premises  by  taking  in  an  adjoining  shop,  which  is  to  be 
used  as  a  manufacturing  laboratory  and  dispensary.  The 
old  premises  have  been  gutted,  and  are  being  handsomely 
refitted  by  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  London. 

Mr.  James  Anderson,  chemist,  Commercial  Street,  will 
leave  his  present  corner  in  May  next  for  the  larger  premises 
which  he  has  purchased  further  up  the  street.  The  latter 
consist  of  two  floors ;  the  frontage  will  be  altered  to  make 
the  pharmacy  a  distinctive  feature  of  the  street,  and  the 
interior  will  be  remodelled  on  modern  lines. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 
_  Over  sixty  members  entered  this  year's  bowling  competi- 
tion, and  after  an  interesting  series  of  ties  the  Mclllwrick 
cup  and  gold  medal  were  won  by  Mr.  James  Hossack  (Secre- 
tary), the  second  prize  going  to  Mr.  J.  Cochrane,  other  prize- 
winners being  Messrs.  J.  Nisbet,  A.  G.  Paterson,  T.  Jardine, 
J.  Forsyth,  T.  Lawrie,  and  J.  M.  Dickson.  The  competition 
has  been  a  great  success.  The  prize-givers  are  Messrs. 
Thomas  ndllwriek,  J.  T.  Coats,  and  W.  A.  Davies. 

The  swimming  competition  is  being  conducted  this  year 
on  tournament  lines,  instead  of  the  usual  series  of  two-length 
handicaps.  The  ties  are  decided  at  Infirmary  Street  Bath. 
Twelve  entries  have  been  received,  the  first  round  resulting 
as  follows  :— First  round.— 1st  heat  :  1.  J.  Weston 
(13  seconds)  ;  T.  Bryson  (18  seconds),  scratched.  2nd  heat  : 
1.  W.  Dodds  (4  seconds)  ;  2.  G.  Elliot  (13  seconds).  3rd 
heat  :  1.  E.  0.  Rowland  (scratch)  ;  2.  D.  Hunter  (8  seconds). 
4th  heat  :  1.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland  (9  seconds)  ;  2.  G.  Somerville 
(16  seconds).  Byes  :  A.  Squair  (20  seconds)  ;  Matthewson 
113  seconds)  ;  J.  Noble  (13  seconds)  ;  A.  G.  Patterson  (4 
seconds). 

The  West. 

West-coast  chemists  are  quite  satisfied  with  the  business 
done  last  month. 

I  Frazer  &  Green's  pharmacy  in  Burn  Bank,  Great  Western 
Road  Glasgow,  was  entered  by  burglars  last  week,  and 
about  3/.  m  cash  stolen. 

The  curator  of  the  Glasgow  Botanic  Gardens  (Mr.  C 
Sherry)  has  just  issued  his  monthly  report,  which  states 
;hat  a  large  number  of  the  medicinal  plants  which  should 
rave  flowered  in  July  are  only  beginning  to  flower  now. 

The  opening  lecture  of  the  autumn  course  of  post- 
jraduate  classes  in  connection  with  Glasgow  Roval  In- 
irmary  was  delivered  on  September  2  by  Sir  Almroth 
fright,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  whose  subject  was  "  The  Principles 
t  Vaccinotherapy." 

There  is  little  prospect  of  many  (if  any)  signatures  being 
'btained  in  Glasgow  to  the  by-law  petition  to  the  Privy 
council.  The  feeling  in  the  rank-and-file  of  the  trade 
writes  a  correspondent)  is  that  the  point  involved  is  not 
•orth  troubling  about. 


^H£nXI?01S  ?nf0ftickl?c  fr?m  Sa'g°n  during  1906  amounted 
3  o,160  piculs  (186  tons),  valued  at  14,220/. 

MWQRX/\°rts  °f  H-S*elf/^™  Rosario  during  1906  amounted 
)  152,984  tons,  against  265,461  tons  in  1905. 


The  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  has  conferred  on 
Miss  Alice  H.  Brunton,  daughter  of  Sir  Lauder  Brunton, 
the  diploma  of  Officier  de  lTnstruction  Publique,  in  re- 
cognition of  her  services  to  the  recent  International  Con- 
gress on  School  Hygiene. 

An  International  Students'  Congress  is  being  held  at 
Bordeaux  this  week.  The  Amical  Association  of  Pharma- 
ceutical Students.  Paris,  is  represented  by  its  President, 
M.  Sclingand,  and  its  ex-President,  M.  Odent,  who  have 
received  an  "imperative  mandate"  to  found  a  National 
Federation  ot  Pharmacy  on  the  lines  voted  at  the  recent 
Lille  Congress. 

Hydrocyanic  Acid  in  Plants. — The  discussion  some  time 
ago  at  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  the  poisonous  haricots 
of  Java  drew  the  attention  of  M.  Guignard,  Director  of  the 
Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  and  other  scientists  to  this  ques- 
tion. Investigations  show  that  180  species  of  French  plants 
yield  the  acid,  and  E.  Massat  gives  an  account  of  the  subject 
in  a  recent  issue  of  "  Cosmos." 

The  Violet  Rosette  of  Officer  of  Public  Instruction  has 
just  been  bestowed  on  four  officials  of  the  Paris  Superior 
School  of  Pharmacy — M.  Coutiere,  professor  of  zoology  ; 
Assistant  Professor  Gueguen  ;  M.  Gillot,  assistant  librarian  ; 
and  M.  Seguy,  prcparator  of  physics.  Two  preparators  of 
chemistry — MM.  Leroux  and  Brenans — and  M.  Peltrisot, 
"chef  de  travaux  "  of  micrographical  botany,  received  the 
violet  ribbon. 

M.  Charles  Buchet. — On  February  27  last  the  annual 
banquet  of. the  Pharmacia  Centrale  cle  France  was  held  at 
the  Palais  d'Orsay,  Paris.  It  was  a  gathering  notable  in  the 
annals  of  French  pharmacy,  for  a  galaxy  of  eminent  men 
assembled,  with  the  leading  .members  of  the  staff,  to  do 
honour  to  M.  Charles  Buchet  on  the  occasion  of  his  nomina- 
tion as  officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honour.  It  was  the  crowning 
point  of  his  business  career,  and  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  has 
recently  issued  a  souvenir  in  the  form  of  a  book  in  which 
the  speeches  made  at  the  banquet  are  reproduced,  together 
with  a  list  of  the  guests.  This  souvenir  is  an  excellent 
example  of  the  printer's  art,  and  is  enclosed  in  a  covering  of 
exquisite  colouring  and  design,  in  which  the  leading  attri- 
butes of  pharmacy  and  botany  are  blended  with  emblems  of 
the  Pharmacie  Centrale. 

A  Forerunner  of  Lavoisier. — In  the  early  days  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.  of  England,  Brun,  an  apothecary  of  Ber- 
gerac,  having  calcined  2  lb.  6  oz.  of  the  "  finest  English  tin," 
was  "incredibly  astonished"  to  find  the  residue  weighed 
2  lb.  13  oz.  He  wrote  to  Jean  Rey,  a  Perigord  doctor,  to 
follow  up  the  experiment.  Rey  aid  so,  and  published  an 
account  of  his  studies  in  1630,  together  with  various  essays 
on  the  weight  of  air,  etc.  Of  Rey's  curious  work  the 
original  edition  is  almost  unobtainable  (only  one  copy  is 
known  to  exist),  but  M.  Maurice  Petit  has  edited  a  reprint. 
In  1774  Lavoisier  read  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  an  essay 
on  the  "Augmentation  of  the  weight  of  tin  calcined  in  a 
closed  vessel."  Bayen  had  been  studying  the  same  matter 
for  some  years,  and  only  a  few  days  after  Lavoisier  had  read 
his  paper  the  distinguished  Army  pharmacist  came  across 
Rey's  book  in  the  Bibliotheque  Royale.  He  mentioned  the 
fact  in  a  letter  to  the  Abbe  Rozier.  In  1777  Gobet  published 
a  reprint  of  Rey's  book,  but  this  reprint  is  now  very  rare. 

First  Aid  at  Casa  Blanca. — The  singular  contrast  of 
up-to-date  civilisation  on  the  coast  and  almost  wanton 
barbarism  in  the  interior  of  Morocco  at  the  present 
moment  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  most  casual  ob- 
server. A  few  miles  from  where  Dr.  Henri  de 
Rothschild  is  establishing  his  hospital,  which  contains  the 
latest  developments  of  French  sciences,  the  primitive  heal- 
ing methods  of  past  ages  are  still  in  full  popularity.  The 
ligature  of  arteries  is  replaced  by  plunging  the  mutilated 
member  into  boiling  pitch.  Cauterisation  is  immediate,  we 
are  assured  !  The  Mocr  appears  to  judge  the  efficacy  of  a 
remedy  by  its  violence.  For  wounds,  abscesses,  rheuma- 
tism, and  such-like  ailments  a  red-hot  iron  is  the  popular 
remedy.  The  "thebib,"  or  doctor,  receives  a  fee  of  about 
a  penny  per  operation ;  but  a  rich  Moor,  if  the  cauterisation 
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brings  definite  results,  will  cheerfully  go  as  far  as  10d.,  and 
possibly  present  the  skilful  practitioner  with  a  sheep  or 
pair  of  shoes.  Sores  are  anointed  with  fresh  butter,  a  sweet- 
smelling  plant  called  "  schih  "  being  added  as  an  antiseptic 
and  to  cover  the  odour  of  suppuration.  Henna  powder  is 
also  used  for  sores  and  abscesses.  If  a  bone  be  only  partially 
fractured,  the  surgeon  first  completes  the  breakage.  He 
then  wraps  the  limb  in  a  kind  of  wool,  prepared  like  cotton- 
wool, and  usually  smeared  with  white  of  egg  and  henna,  this 
dressing  being  changed  daily. 

Goodwill. — The  question  as  to  whether  the  purchaser 
of  the  stock  and  goodwill  of  a  pharmacy  has  the  right  to 
continue  to  apply  the  vendor's  name  to  special  products  is 
a  delicate  one,  and  a  judgment  recently  given  in  a  Parisian 
Court  of  Justice  draws  some  distinctions.  In  default  of 
any  stipulation  to  the  contrary  in  the  deed  of  sale,  the 
name  of  the  vendor  would  become  the  property  of  the  pur- 
chaser, but  the  latter  should  add  his  own  name,  followed 
by  the  word  "successor,"  on  every  packet  or  bottle  of 
the  preparation  in  "type  of  sufficient  height  and  thickness 
to  prevent  confusion."  The  name  of  the  original  vendor, 
giving  a  commercial  value  to  the  article,  may  thus  be  re- 
tained, but  the  new  pharmacist  should  make  it  clear  that 
it  is  now  he,  and  not  his  predecessor,  who  actually  puts  up 
the  preparation. 

iviiCROBAL  Tram-tickets. — Ten  tram-tickets,  placed  in 
sterilised  envelopes  as  soon  as  received  from  the  conductor, 
were  analysed  recently  by  Dr.  Busquet,  of  Bordeaux.  Each 
showed  a  healthy  though  different  colony  of  microbes.  The 
cultures  were  administered  to  ten  white  mice.    Eight  died, 
but  the  other  two  survived. 
Ten  little  white  mice  on  tram-tickets  dine, 
One  gasped  "  staphylococci  "  and  then  they  were  nine. 
Nine  little  white  mice  looking  for  their  Fate, 
One  bit  a  tram-ticket,  then  there  were  eight. 
Eight  little  white  mice  ticket-broth  were  given, 
Pneumococci  seized  one — and  then  there  were  seven. 
Seven  little  white  mice  ;  one  a  ticket  licks, 

Squirms  and  murmurs  "  Loeffler  " — and  then  there  were  six. 
Six  little  white  mice,  glad  to  be  alive  ; 

A  ticket  microbe  punched  one — and  then  there  were  five. 

Five  little  white  mice — the  doctor  feeds  one  more 

From  a  "  sterilised  envelope  " — and  then  there  were  four. 

Four  little  white  mice,  squeaking  blithe  and  free; 

One  sipped  the  microbe-draught — and  then  there  were  three. 

Three  little  white  mice,  one  said  "How  d'ye  do? 

Have  a  ticket  lunch  with  me?  " — and  then  there  were  two. 


A  HOSPITAL  NURSE'S  ROMANCE. 

"  Le  Roman  d'une  Infirmiere  "  is  distinguished  from  the 
usual  cheap  novel  by  the  fact  that  it  is  written  by  M.  Paul  Bru, 
director  of  the  St.  Antoine  Hospital,  with  a  preface  by  M. 
Mesurcur,  director  of  the  Public  Assistance.  The  illustrations 
are  by  M.  Raymond  Tournon,  whoso  sketches  have  appeared 
in  the  C.  &  D.  in  connection  with  Paris  hospital  pharmacy. 
M.  Bru  only  introduces  the  pharmacist  incidentally,  and  thus  : 

"  Under  the  plane-trees  of  the  flower-decked  court,  in  a 
shady  corner,  Mile.  Apero  (a  nurse)  flirted  with  the  pleasant 
young  house  pharmacist,  who  supplied  her  with  eau  de 
Cologne  and  Iris  cream.  They  were  alone.  He  was  mild 
and  sentimental.    She  was  dreamy  and  absent." 

Mile.  Apero,  who  preaches  strict  morality  to  her  sister 
nurses,  is  desperately  afraid  of  being  caught  flirting.  So 
when,  after  a  chaste  salute,  the  student  at  last  leaves  her,  she 
gives^  a  sigh  of  relief.    A  sardonic  laugh  startles  her. 

"I've  caught  you,  my  dove,  with  your  pharmacist,"  cried 
Nino  Saumur  (a  fellow-nurse).  "  Ha,  ha,  you  won't  tell  us  any 
more  it  isn't  true  now  !  " 

"  It  was  a  question  of  service.  Monsieur  1' interne  had 
forgotten  the  mixture  for  No.  5.  I  was  simply  reminding 
him." 

"  Yes,  yes,  darling.  You  think  of  the  patients  even  outside 
working-hours.  You  will  be  favourably  noted  by  the  Ad- 
ministration." 

"Certainly,  I'm  too  good-natured,  but  don't  mention  it" 
and  the  nurses  part. 


Salonica  Opium.— The  British  Consul  at  Salomca,  in  his 
annual  report  for  1906,  states  that  the  opium  crop,  though 
more  than  twice  that  of  1905,  was  sold  out  in  a  few  weeks 
being  exported  chiefly  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States.  The  total  amount  was  about  168,000  lb.  ;  prices  rising 
from  9s.  Id.  per  lb.  in  July  to  10s.  bd.  in  November.  The 
exports  in  1906  were  valued  at  81,900/.,  against  34,000/  in 
1905  and  72,000?.  in  1904. 


Colonial  anb  tfordon  mews. 

The  Drug-trade  in  Turkey  is  at  present,  says  a  Con- 
stantinople correspondent,  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and 
several  leading  firms  have  suspended  payment,  while 
others  go  on  merely  through  the  good  will  of  their  creditors. 
The  banks  are  restricting  credit.  It  appears  that  the 
druggists  are  deficient  in  business  capacity,  and  com- 
petition is  so  keen  that  reckless  cutting  has  been  going 
on.  There  is  a  total  lack  of  combination  among  druggists 
in  Turkey. 

Mr.  Owen  H.  Tansey  has  purchased  the  well-known. 
"  Sherbrooke  Pharmacy,"  at  the  corner  of  Sherbrooke  and 
City  Councillors  Streets,  Montreal.  For  many  years  it  has 
been  conducted  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Robinson,  and  it  has  an  en- 
viable reputation  in  the  aristocratic  quarter  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Tansey  is  well  known  in  the  drug  trade,  having  been  with 
Mr.  J.  A.  Nicolle,  at  the  corner  of  St.  Catherine  and  Bleury 
Streets  for  nine  years,  during  most  of  which  time  he  was 
chief  assistant. 

A  Canadian  Summer  Outing. — In  Canada  the  chemists 
take  their  "outings"  differently  from  their  English  con- 
freres. The  retail  druggists  of  one  of  the  districts  of 
Ontario  last  month  held  their  annual  meeting  at  Kingston. 
After  business  had  been  finished  the  members  went  on  a 
steam  yacht  to  the  Brother  Islands,  where  they  broke  up 
into  groups  of  three  and  went  off  in  small  boats  fishing. 
Afterwards  the  party  returned  to  Kingston,  dined  together, 
"swopped  stories,"  and  enjoyed  themselves  generally. 

Nitric-acid  Accidents. — Not  a  little  excitement  was 
caused  in  Raffles  Square,  the  principal  European  business- 
quarter  of  Singapore,  on  August  7.  A  bullock-cart  laden 
with  cases  of  nitric  acid  was  entering  the  square  when  one 
case  dropped  off  the  cart,  causing  the  bottles  to  break. 
Dense  volumes  of  nitrous  fumes  from  the  broken  case  made 
the  cart  driver  hastily  unyoke  his  bullocks  and  run  for  dear 
life.  The  fire-brigade  were  promptly  on  the  scene  and 
proceeded  to  drench  the  fuming  case  with  water,  but  owing 
to  their  terror  of  the  acid  fumes  the  firemen  were  somewhat 
chary  of  breaking  open  the  case,  and  tried  instead  spraying 
with  saturated  solution  of  C02  from  chemical  fire-extin- 
guishers. At  this  time  another  cart  entering  from  the 
opposite  end  of  the  square  had.  strange  to  say,  a  similar  acci- 
dent, so  the  fire-brigade  extended  their  efforts  in  that 
direction.  Their  excited  attempts  at  quenching  nitric  acid 
on  the  large  open  thoroughfare  called  forth  some  very 
caustic  remarks  from  several  medicos  and  chemists  who  were 
looking  on.  When  the  cases  were  at  last  opened  it  was 
found  that  the  packing  was  sawdust  instead  of  the  usual 
lime  or  whiting,  which  was  surprising,  considering  that  the 
exporters  were  a  prominent  firm  of  London  wholesale 
druggists  who  do  a  large  export  business.  The  police  took 
possession  of  the  whole  of  the  acid. 

Export  Policy  of  the  German  Spirit  Ring. — As  was 
recently  announced,  the  German  spirit  ring  has  disposed  of 
considerable  quantities  of  spirit  to  Russia,  and  is  even  con- 
sidering the  expediency  of  supplying  those  consumers  who 
hitherto  have  been  catered  for  by  Russia.    This  arrange- 
ment, however,  might  not  be  wholly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
inland  German  consumers,  for  whom  the  Union  was  really 
formed.    Moreover,  in  view  of  the  slightly  higher  prices, 
German  spirit  can  only  be  exported  at  a  loss  as  compared  with 
inland  prices.    The  supplies  controlled  by  the  ring  are  in 
reality  greater  than  would  appear  from  the  official  statistics, 
as  taxes  have  been  paid  in  advance  on  considerable  quan- 
tities which  have  not  yet  been  brought  on  the  market,  and 
the  total  quantity  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  100  million 
litres.    So  in  spite  of  the  slightly  increased  consumption  the 
decrease  in  stocks  through  export  would  be  unimportant 
were  it  not  for  the  anxiety  as  regards  this  year's  potato 
crop;  the  prospects  for  this  crop  are  not  good,  although 
warm,  dry  weather  would  improve  the  outlook.   The  leaders 
of  the  ring  should  remember  the  experiences  of  1902,  when, 
in  consequence  of  the  enormous  supply  of  spirit,  the  export 
to  the  East  and  to  Switzerland  was  forced  at  very  low  prices. 
The  consequence  was  that  in  1904,  when  the  potato  crop 
failed,  there  was  such  a  scanty  supply  left  for  inland  con- 
sumption that  prices  went  up  enormously,  and  the  foreign 
contracts  were  only  fulfilled  at  a  loss. 
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Soutb  Hfrican  INcws, 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  is  regulaWy  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Elected.— Mr.  A.  H.  Mathew  (Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.) 
and  Mr.  A.  J.  Rivett  (Lennon,  Ltd.)  were  successful  in 
their  candidature  for  election  to  the  Green  and  Sea  Point 
Municipal  Council  on  August  7. 

A  New  Medicine  has  been  recently  put  on  the  market 
called  "  Lindsay's  Kidnicure,"  for  all  kidney  and  back- 
ache ailments.  It  is  put  up  for  the  proprietors  by  Hazell 
&  Son,  of  Cape  Town.  They  have  been  extensively  adver- 
tising it  for  some  time  in  the  local  Press,  and  have  made 
application  to  be  registered  as  the  proprietors  of  the  trade- 
mark on  the  label— viz.,  "Lindsay's  Kidnicure  for  Back- 
ache." 

Protecting  Wild  Flowers.— A  proclamation  under  the 
Wild  Flowers  Protection  Act  was  made  recently  forbidding 
the  plucking  of  the  undermentioned  flowers  in  the  Cape 
Division  during  the  periods  stated  :  Disa  uniflora  or  Disa 
grandiflora,  from  February  15  to  December  15;  Disa 
gramini  folia,  from  March  i5  to  January  15;  Disa  ferru- 
ginea,  from  March  1  to  January  15 ;  Disa  Harveiana,  from 
January  15  to  December  1;  and  Disa  longicornu,  from 
January  15  to  December  1. 

A  New  Pharmacy. — Notwithstanding  the  depression, 
new  pharmacies  are  being  occasionally  opened  by  the  more 
enterprising  members  of  the  trade.  Mr.  C.  R.  Cleghorn 
commenced  business  in  Hout  Street,  Cape  Town,  on 
August  10.  Mr.  Cleghorn  is  a  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Alex. 
Cleghorn,  of  A.  Cleghorn  &  Darroll,  with  whom  he  has  been 
an  assistant  for  some  time.  Being  well  known  and  quite 
conversant  with  Cape  Town  business,  he  should  easily 
acquire  a  portion  of  the  local  trade. 

Licensed. — The  following  have  received  licences  to 
practise  as  chemists  and  druggists  in  Cape  Colony  :  William 
Albert  Lambert  Shea  (Minor,  Gt.  Brit.,  1897)  ;  Robert 
Hamilton  (Minor,  Gt.  Brit.,  1902),  formerly  of  Grange- 
mouth, N.B.  ;  William  John  Henry  Thomas  (Minor,  Gt. 
Brit.,  1901),  late  of  Durban  ;  Alexander  McDonald  Fyvie 
(Minor,  Gt.  Brit.,  1905),  formerly  of  Kimberley ;  John 
Wilson  Hemming  (Minor,  Gt.  Brit.,  1894),  late  of  Shipston- 
on-Stour;  James  Halley  (Minor,  Gt.  Brit.,  1906),  formerly 
of  Kirkcaldy,  N.B. 

Natal. 

Business  Changes.— Mr.  Fleming  Johnston,  chemist  and 
druggist,  has  closed  his  Old  Dutch  Road  branch,  and  has 
opened  a  store  on  the  Berea  Road,  Durban.— As  soon  as  his 
affairs  are  settled  Mr.  H.  J.  Brereton,  chemist,  intends 
starting  in  business  in  premises  not  far  from  those  in  which 
'he  carried  on  business  for  many  years. 

I   No  Viavi.—  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Durban  Town 
Council  on  August  7,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Welch  appealed  against 
the  Licensing  Officer's  refusal  to  grant  her  a  retail  licence 
tor  premises  in  which  she  could  sell  Viavi  medicines.  The 
Licensing  Officer  explained  that  he  refused  the  licence  on 
-nedical,  sanitary,  and  moral  grounds,  and  also  because  the 
iompany  had  been  successfully  prosecuted  in  the  adjoining 
colonies.    Dr.  Mackenzie  attended  to  oppose  the  granting 
i     ,S  hcence-    In  the  course  of  his  evidence  he  said  that  in 
he  Transvaal  the  remedy  supplied  by  the  company  was 
ound  to  contain  a  large  amount  of  alcohol,  strychnine  and 
reacle.    Mr.  G.  A.  Champion,  President  of  the  Pharmacy 
Joard,  said  the  Board  had  had  certain  complaints  as  to  the 
Ylavi     treatment  two  or  three  years  ago.    He  did  not 
hink  the  business  a  legitimate  one.    The  decision  of  the 
licensing  Officer  was  unanimously  upheld,  in  spite  of  the 
lever  defence  by  Mrs.  Welch  of  the  allegations  brought 


Competition  and  Depression. — At  Durban,  last  month, 
Mr.  Henry  James  Brereton,  chemist,  appeared  to  surrender 
his  estate  (see  C.  <£•  D.,  May  4,  p.  664,  and  May  25,  p.  788). 
In  his  supporting  affidavit,  applicant  said  that  for  about 
five  years  prior  to  May  1901  Mr.  W.  O.  Turner,  of  Maritz- 
burg,  chemist,  was  a  sleeping  partner  in  his  business.  It 
was  agreed  between  Mr.  Turner  and  himself  that  the 
partnership  should  expire  by  effluxion  of  time.  Mr.  Turner 
was  guarantor  to  the  Standard  Bank  for  an  overdraft  of 
6,000/.,  and  the  amount  of  his  capital  in  the  business  at  the 
end  of  the  partnership  was  2,800/.  approximately.  In  order 
to  release  Mr.  Turner  from  his  guarantee,  and  to  enable 
deponent  further  to  extend  his  business,  an  arrangement 
was  made  with  a  Mr.  Thomas  and  the  Standard  Bank  to 
guarantee  10,000/.  This  was  subsequently  increased  to 
19,000/.  From  time  to  time  deponent  made  payments  to 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  his  liability  to  Mr.  Thomas  was  reduced 
to  16,500/.  Subsequently,  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Thomas 
reducing  the  amount  of  his  indebtedness  to  10,470/.,  de- 
ponent gave  him  a  notarial  bond  over  his  stock-in-trade, 
fixtures,  a  cession  of  his  life  policies,  and  a  notarial  bond 
over  the  greater  part  of  his  household  furniture  and  effects. 
Mr.  Brereton  was  unable  to  keep  up  his  payments  of  100/. 
a  month.  Judgment  was  obtained  against  him,  and  the 
whole  of  the  assets  (approximately  20,000/.)  were  seized 
and  the  business  sold.  Deponent  attributed  his  inability 
to  maintain  his  instalments  to  competition  and  depression 
in  business.  The  liabilities  were  estimated  at  21,629/.  and 
assets  11,894/.    The  surrender  was  accepted. 

The  Licence  and  Stamp  Act. — It  might  be  interesting 
(writes  a  Durban  correspondent)  to  know  the  law  relating 
to  the  issue  of  retail  licences  in  Natal.  In  the  first  place, 
the  applicant  applies  to  the  Licensing  Officer,  who  then 
refers  to  the  sanitary  authorities,  and,  if  everything  is  in 
order,  he  may,  at  his  discretion,  give  or  refuse  a  licence,  as 
he  thinks  fit.  The  only  appeal  an  applicant  has  is  to  the 
Local  Town  Council.  During  the  past  few  weeks  proposals 
for  a  new  "  Licence  and  Stamp  Act  "  have  been  put  forward 
by  the  Government.  The  Bill  has  been  read  twice  and  sent 
to  a  Select  Committee.  The  increased  taxation  under  the 
new  Bill  bears  hardly  upon  chemists,  who  are  honoured 
with  a  clause  to  themselves,  as  follows  : 

The  annual  licence  to  an  apothecary,  chemist,  or  drug- 
gist shall  be  issued  to  the  individual,  in  respect  of  the 
authority  given  to  practise  the  profession  of  such  apothecary, 
chemist,  or  druggist,  and  a  licence  issued  to  any  apothecary, 
chemist,  or  druggist  as  such,  shall  entitle  the  person  holding 
the  same  to  practise  his  profession  in  any  part  of  the  Colony  ; 
but  if  he,  at  any  place  where  he  carries  on  his  profession, 
shall  sell  any  goods  or  wares  not  strictly  appertaining  to  the 
profession  of  an  apothecary,  chemist,  or  druggist,  he  shall  in 
respect  of  each  such  place  of  business  where  he  may  so  sell 
such  goods  or  wares,  take  out  a  retail  dealer's  licence,  and 
such  annual  licence  shall  be  paid,  notwithstanding  that  such 
apothecary,  chemist,  or  druggist  may  be  liable  to  pay  a 
licence  as  a  retail  dealer  in  any  municipal  borough  or  town- 
ship. 

Should  this  become  law  the  chemists  would  have  to  pay  the 

following  annually  for  licences  : 

Professional  licence   £5    0  0 

General  dealer's  licence   5    0  0 

Local  borough  retail  licence  (Durban)    3    0  0 

In  addition,  value  in  stamps  10  per  cent,  for 

Government    ...   0    6  0 

Methylated  spirit  licence   2    0  0 


£15    6  0 

The  Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society  have  taken  the  matter 
up,  and  have  appointed  a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the 
Select  Committee  which  is  about  to  sit  in  Maritzburg.  The 
deputation  are  prepared,  recognising  the  necessity  for 
taxation,  to  recommend  the  professional  licence  of  5/.  over 
and  above  the  municipal  licence,  but  they  will  object  very 
strongly  to  having  to  pay  two  general  dealer's  licences. 
The  proposals  embodied  in  the  Bill  were  adversely 
criticised  at  a  public  meeting  at  Vryheid,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  T.  W.  Dukes,  chemist  and  druggist,  President  of  the 
local  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Transvaal. 

Alleged  Illegal  Practising. — At  Johannesburg  Magis- 
trate's Court  on  July  31,  two  cases  were  remanded,  the  first 
being  a  charge  against  F.  A.  Groenberg  for  practising  as  a 
doctor  without  being  registered,  and  the  second  a  summons 
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against  T.  C.  C.  Glaeser,  a  chemist,  for  "performing  acts 
especially  belonging  to  the  calling  of  a  medical  practitioner." 
The  evidence  in  the  case  of  Glaeser  was  that  a  police  con- 
stable who  visited  accused's  place  was  supplied  with  medi- 
cine and  pills,  for  which  he  paid  8s. 

Prison  Medicines. — The  contract  for  the  supply  of 
medicines  to  the  Transvaal  gaols  during  the  year  commenc- 
ing July  1,  1907,  has  been  given  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwocdie, 
Johannesburg,  at  the  following  rates  : 

Mixtures,  Lotions,  and  Liniments— 2s.  per  W.Q.,  2(7.  per 
2  oz. ,  3(7.  per  4  oz.,  4(7.  per  6  oz..  and  5c7.  per  8  oz.  bottle. 
Ointments — 2(7.  per  2-oz.  box. 
Pills — 1(7.  per  dozen. 

These  are  a  "  cut "  lower  than  the  prices  at  which  Mr.  W.  G. 
Lay  had  the  contract  last  year. 


Hustralasian  IRcwa. 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

Note.—"  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  is  regularly  supplied 
by  order  to  all  the  members  of  the  following,  among  other 
societies : 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 

New  Zealand. 

The  Quackery  and  Other  Frauds  Prevention  Bill — 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr. 
Hornsby,  a  private  member,  passed  its  second  reading  on 
July  17  and  was  refered  to  a  Committee.  This  is  doubtless 
the  same  Bill  introduced  by  the  same  member  last  year, 
which  was  referred  to  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
October  27,  1906,  p.  634.  and  December  15,  ±&uo,  p.  885.  The 
text  of  the  present  Bill  has  not  yet  reached  us. 

Pure  Foods  Bill.— When  the  Bill  (C.  &  Z).,  August  31, 
p.  366)  got  into  Committee  on  July  18  some  important 
amendments  were  carried.  On  the  motion  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  a  fresh  clause  was  substituted  in  connection  with 
the  matter  of  guarantees,  which  was  amended  to  read  as 
follows  :  "  No  warrant  or  other  written  statement  given  or 
made  by  a  person  resident  outside  New  Zealand  shall  be 
any  defence  under  this  section,  unices  defendant  proves 
that  he  has  taken  reasonable  steps  to  ascertain,  and  did 
in  fact  believe  in,  the  truth  of  the  matters  set  forth  in 
tuch  warrant  or  statement."  The  Minister  also  moved 
an  additional  sub-clause  with  reference  to  regulations  to 
provide  for  goods  in  stock  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  Bill.  "  The  Governor  may  make  regulations  making  it 
lawful  for  any  person,  at  any  time  within  twelve  months 
of  the  gazetting  of  the  regulations,  to  sell  any  food  or  drug, 
the  sale  of  which  is  otherwise  lawful,  if  he  proves  that  at 
the  said  date  such  food  or  drug  was  part  of  the  existing 
stock-in-trade  in  New  Zealand  of  a  person  carrying  on 
business  there,  and  that  since  the  gazetting  no  act  has 
been  done  by  which  such  food  or  drug  fails  to  comply  with 
the  regulation."  At  the  previous  discussion  the  clause 
had  been  struck  out  providing  that  in  any  prosecution  for 
selling  any  food  or  drug  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  it  shall  be  no  defence  that  the  defendant  did  not  act 
wilfully  unless  he  also  proves  that  he  took  all  reasonable 
steps  to  ascertain  the  nature,  quality,  quantity,  composi- 
tion, or  weight,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  articles  sold  by 
him.  The  Minister  moved  that  this  should  be  replaced, 
and  this  was  agreed  to.  The  clause  setting  out  that  no 
copy  of  an  analysis  by  a  Government  analyst  shall  be  used 
as  an  advertisement  met  with  considerable  opposition,  but 
was  retained  by  thirty-five  votes  to  twenty.  Clause  12,  sub- 
clause 1,  reads  that  "every  person  commits  an  offence 
who  sells  any  adulterated  food  or  drug  without  fully  in- 
forming the  purchaser  at  the  time  of  sale  the  nature  of  the 
adulteration."    An  amendment  was  moved  "unless  the 


package  containing  the  same  shall  have  legibly  printed 
thereon  a  true  description  of  the  composition  of  the  food 
or  drug." 

Tasmania. 

Mr.  Francis  Crawford  Large,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Ulverstone,  late  of  Athy,  Ireland,  has  been  registered  in 
Tasmania  on  his  examination  certificate  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland. 

Victoria. 

Australian  Condensed  Milk. — Nestle's  and  Anglo-Swiss 
Condensed  Milk  Co.  is  taking  definite  steps  to  establish 
condensed  milk  factories  in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria. 
The  Victorian  factory  is  intended  to  supply  the  Western 
Australian  and  South  Australian  trade,  and  will  employ 
about  two  hundred  hands. 

A  Beeswax  and  Turpentine  Fire  took  place  in  Mr.  J.  C. 
Pickford's  pharmacy,  High  Street,  Armadale,  on  July  2. 
The  beeswax  and  turpentine  had  been  melted  and  removed 
from  the  fire,  so  that  the  accident  did  not  occur  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  vessel  of  beeswax  and  turpentine  was  stand- 
ing in  a  draught,  which  carried  the  vapours  to  a  gas-burner 
some  feet  away,  where  they  caught  fire  with  a  flash.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  fire-brigade  the  flames  were  soon  extin- 
guished, but  much  damage  resulted. 

Warner's  Safe-cure. — The  provisions  of  the  Commerce 
Act  have  compelled  the  disclosure  of  the  contents  of  im- 
ported medicines  in  regard  to  more  than  10  per  cent,  of 
alcohol  or  of  various  powerful  drugs  that  are  named.  The 
Pure  Food  Act  of  Victoria  applies  the  same  provision  to  all 
medicines  manufactured  within  the  State.  Warner's  safe- 
cure  now  sell  in  Australia  a  new  concentrated  non-alcoholic 
medicine  at  2s.  6(7.  a  bottle,  containing  the  full  medicinal 
value  of  the  contents  of  a  five-shilling  bottle  of  Warner's 
Safe-cure,  the  dose  being  reduced  to  a  teaspoonful  instead 
of  a  tablespoonful. 

Medical  Evidence. — A  Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Victoria  which  will  deprive  medical 
men  of  the  right  to  refuse  to  give  evidence  in  civil  cases 
concerning  their  patients.  Anything  that  they  have  ob- 
served for  themselves  or  that  they  know  of  their  own  know- 
ledge which  relates  to  the  issue  will  have  to  be  disclosed. 
A  medical  practitioner  will  still  be  protected  to  the  extent 
that  he  cannot  give  evidence  as  to  any  statement  made  to 
him  by  his  patient,  and  that  any  evidence  or  information 
given  by  the  physician  must  relate  to  the  issue,  and  no 
question  shall  be  asked  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
is  asked  in  order  to  injure  the  patient  or  is  not  material  to 
the  issue. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia. — The  two  new 
Councillors  are  Mr.  J.  C.  Pickford  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Williams. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pickford  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  John  King,  of 
Ballarat.  From  there  he  took  a  position  with  Mr.  Digby, 
of  Richmond,  as  junior,  and  after  a  time  left  to  devote 
himself  to  studying  for  his  examinations.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Mr.  King,  of  Ballarat,  and  during  his  stay  took 
a  course  in  assaying  at  the  Ballarat  School  of  Mines.  He 
was  afterwards  appointed  dispenser  to  the  Ballarat  Hos- 
pital, and  left  in  1899  for  Johannesburg,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  dispenser  to  the  hospital,  afterwards  becoming  an 
assistant  to  Lennon  &  Co. ,  and  fifth  assayer  at  a  gold  mine. 
During  the  war  Mr.  Pickford  was  dispenser  on  a  hospital 
ship  which  he  accompanied  to  England.  There  he  was 
paid  off,  and  spent  six  months  in  London.  In  October  190f> 
he  returned  to  a  situation  at  Durban,  and  in  October  1901 
retraced  his  steps  to  Victoria,  purchasing  a  business  at 
Armadale  and  Prahran.  Mr.  W.  D.  Williams  served  his 
time  with  Mr.  William  Laird,  now  of  Dublin,  and  com- 
menced business  for  himself  in  Barker's  Road,  Glenferrie, 
ten  years  ago.  He  was  the  first  honorary  secretary  of  the 
P.A^T.A.  of  Victoria,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Council. 
Mr.  Williams  also  spent  some  months  at  Dookie  in  train- 
ing for  a  farmer.   i 

Chinese  Rhubarb  and  Musk.— The  exports  of  rhubarb  from 
Chung  King  through  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  during 
1906  amounted  to  14,738  piculs  (22,3697.),  against  9,252  piculs 
(22,0447.)  in  1905.  The  exports  of  musk  were  2,359  catties 
(93,4917.)  in  1906,  as  compared  with  2,337  catties  (88,7747.)  m 
the  preceding  year. 
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Bmeri'can  iRotes. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Preservatives. — Some  of  the  manufacturing-industries 
are  up  in  arms  over  the  ruling  of  the  Government  authorities 
in  Washington  regarding  the  use  of  preservatives  in  foods 
and  wines.  (See  C.  <L-  D.,  August  31,  p.  376.)  It  is  the 
general  impression  that  the  right  to  use  sodium  benzoate 
and  benzoic  acid  will  be  withdrawn  next  year. 

Anti-Cocaine  Law. — The  New  York  State  Board  of 
Pharmacy  having  requested  Attorney-General  Jackson  to 
give  an  opinion  of  the  provisions  of  this  law  as  regards 
labelling  by  the  wholesaler,  he  replied  that  in  his  opinion 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  require  whole- 
salers to  label  cocaine  or  its  salts  and  alpha  or  beta  eucaine 
or  their  salts,  whether  mixed  or  unmixed  with  other  articles. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  N.A.R.D.,  to  be  held 
in  Chicago  during  the  week  beginning  September  16,  is 
looked  forward  to  with  ill-concealed  anxiety  all  over  the 
country,  consequent  on  the  decree  and  injunction  of  the 
Federal  Government  that  the  Association's  anti-cutting 
method  w\is  illegal.  It  is  expected  that  the  great  meeting 
in  Convention  Hall  will,  in  dramatic  interest  and  import- 
ance, be  like  the  national  conventions  held  every  four  years 
for  the  nomination  of  presidential  candidates. 

Anti-narcotic  Vigilance. — In  New  York  City  an  ordi- 
nance was  enacted  not  long  since  forbidding  the  sale  of 
cocaine  and  also  cocaine-bearing  proprietaries.  Every  few 
days  arrests  are  being  made  of  druggists  who  sell  patent 
medicines  containing  cocaine  in  one  form  or  another,  and 
it  seems  quite  evident  that  the  nefarious  "catarrh-cures" 
and  similar  products  will  be  driven  out  of  the  New  York 
market.  A  State  law  came  into  operation  in  New  York  on 
September  1,  which  will  have  a  similar  effect  throughout 
the  entire  commonwealth.  In  Massachusetts  as  many  as 
fifteen  or  twenty  narcotic-containing  proprietaries  have  been 
outlawed  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

Accidental  Poisoning  is  the  subject  of  an  interesting 
report  circulated  by  the  Proprietary  Association  of 
America.  The  Association  issued  the  report  as  a  means  of 
refuting  the  oft-proclaimed  charge  that  patent  medicines 
are  frequently  the  cause  of  death.  Every  case  of  accidental 
poisoning  chronicled  in  the  newspapers  during  the  last  few 
years  has  been  tabulated,  and  only  43  out  of  1,753  fatalities 
were  due  to  "  patents."  The  Association  claims  that  in 
every  instance  the  medicine  was  taken  in  excessive  quan- 
tities, and  not  according  to  the  printed  directions.  [This 
report  is  also  dealt  with  on  p.  409.] 

The  Denatured-alcohol  Law  passed  by  the  National 
Congress  a  year  or  two  ago  was  modified  and  rendered 
somewhat  more  practical  at  the  last  Congressional  Session. 
New  regulations  have  now  been  published,  and  they  will 
doubtless  cause  a  larger  number  of  druggists  to  handle  the 
liquor.  Pharmacists  are  not  now  required  to  keep  a  record 
of  their  sales,  and  the  red  tape  imposed  by  the  former 
regulations  has  nearly  all  been  cut  away.  The  alcohol 
may  be  purchased  in  stamped  packages  of  5  gals,  or  more, 
■or  it  may  be  obtained  in  even  smaller  quantities,  provided 
it  is  taken  originally  from  stamped  packages  or  duly  autho- 
rised tank-waggons.  In  the  meantime  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  output  of  denatured  alcohol  for  1907  is  ex- 
pected to  exceed  4,000,000  gals.  During  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  1,774,272  gals,  was  made  and  distri- 


3apanese  3ottlno$. 

(From  the  "C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


New  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia.— The  enforcement  of  the 
new  edition  has  been  postponed  until  December  31  1908 
and  the  Imperial  Hygienic  Laboratories  will  not  receive 
drugs  and  chemicals  of  the  old  Pharmacopoeia  for  examina- 
tion after  June  30,  1908.  A  congratulatory  ceremony  was 
held  at  Osaka  Hotel  on  August  20  to  celebrate  this  decision 
A  German  translation  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Ph  J  has 
been  published  at  Osaka.  The  translator  is  Mr  M 
Hirayama  graduate  in  pharmacy,  director  of  Osaka 
nygienic  Laboratory. 


Mr.  K.  Ikeguchi  has  started  for  Berlin  to  attend  the 
International  Hygienic  Conference.  Afterwards  he  will 
visit  all  the  countries  of  Europe  to  inquire  into  the  condi- 
tions of  pharmacy,  and  will  return,  through  America,  next 
spring. 

Soap  Factories  in  Osaka  number  fifty-six,  and  produce 
all  kinds  of  soap  to  the  value  of  1.900,000  to  2,400.000 
yen  annually.  There  has  been  considerable  competition 
this  year,  and  manufacturers  have  cut  the  prices  consider- 
ably. In  consequence  the  quality  has  deteriorated,  and 
demands  for  export  to  China  and  Corea  have  decreased. 

Tokyo  Exhibition. — Gold  medals  have  been  awarded  as 
follows  :  Kwanto  Acid  and  Alkali  Co.  for  acid  and  alkali 
production ;  the  Osaka  Alkali  Co.  for  sulphuric  acid  (re- 
fined) ;  Kogyo  Co.,  Osaka,  and  Mr.  S.  Suzuki,  Tokyo,  for 
iodine  and  its  salts  ;  the  Settsu  Refined  Oil  Co.  for  rape 
oil;  Mr.  T.  Nagase,  Tokyo,  for  toilet  soap;  and  the  Kogyo 
Co.,  Osaka,  for  cod-liver  oil. 

Brushes  for  Export  Purposes  are  made  by  the  Royal 
Brush  Co.,  Osaka.  Mr.  Milward,  the  manager,  says  the 
company  makes  brushes  to  the  value  of  20,000  yen  monthly 
for  export.  The  company  imports  the  materials — for  in- 
stance, bone  from  America  and  bristles  from  China  and 
Australia.  Japanese  workmen  are  paid  low  wages,  so  that 
the  makers  offer  their  products  cheap  ;  but  the  cost  of  living 
is  becoming  higher  and  higher,  and  it  is  expected  that  wages 
will  have  to  be  advanced. 

Plague  Prevention. — Any  method,  however  simple, 
which  is  found  to  be  of  use  in  warding  off  the  plague 
is  worth  considering ;  and  the  suggestion  made  by  a  cor- 
respondent of  the  "Pioneer"  in  reference  to  the  use  of 
mustard  oil  is  interesting.    He  says  : 

It  has  been  pointed  out  more  than  once  that  men  work- 
ing in  native  oil-shops  do  not  contract  plague.  I  have  not 
seen  any  deduction  drawn  from  this  observation.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  probable  reason  is  that  men  work- 
ing in  oil-shops  get  their  clothes  and  bodies  more  or  less 
covered  with  oil,  and  are,  in  consequence,  avoided  by  fleas. 
Many  natives  oil  their  skins  with  mustard  oil  as  a  protec- 
tion from  mosquitos.  If  my  surmise  is  correct,  and  fleas 
have  an  equal  aversion  to  mustard  oil — a  point  which  can 
be  easily  verified — this  may  prove  to  be  an  excellent  pro- 
phylactic for  plague.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  can 
tell  us  if  fleas  will  bite  a  skin  covered  with  mustard  oil. 
I  know  boracic  ointment  keeps  them  off,  and  this  would 
probably  be  preferred  as  an  inunction  by  Europeans.  It 
should  be  applied  daily  after  bathing,  and  if  the  flea 
theory  is  correct,  will  prevent  bubonic  plague.  Of  course, 
pneumonic  plague  is  contracted  by  inhaling  the  germ,  in 
the  same  way  that  consumption  is  contracted. 


PHARMACY  IN  TURKEY. 

A  regular  means  of  gaining  a  qualification  in  Turkey  is  as 
follows  :  First,  there  is  to  be  passed  a  Preliminary  examina- 
tion, which  includes  arithmetic  up  to  decimals,  a  little  geo- 
graphy and  history,  and  French  grammar.  This  can  be 
undertaken  at  any  time  during  the  three  years  the  young  Turk 
is  bound  to  serve  in  the  pharmacy.  After  the  shop  ex- 
perience and  the  Preliminary  examination  comes  the  school 
of  pharmacy.  Three  years  again  have  to  be  spent  in  this,  and 
in  each  of  these  years  two  examinations  have  to  be  passed,  one 
at  the  beginning  and  one  at  the  end.  The  Preliminary 
examination  is,  as  it  were,  the  entrance  to  the  school.  The 
last  examination  confers  the  degree  of  doctorate,  and  is  the 
one  qualifying  to  practise  pharmacy  in  the  country.  In  the 
case  of  foreigners,  however,  who  are  already  possessed  of  a 
diploma  giving  qualification  in  their  respective  countries,  the 
examination  required  is  simple.  At  the  school  of  rharmacy 
geology,  botany,  physics,  mineralogy,  and  pharmacology  are 
the  subjects  in  which  instruction  is  given.  Pharmacy  in 
Turkey,  in  its  regulation  and  practice,  reminds  one  much  of 
the  same  calling  in  France.  No  physician  is  allowed  to  dis- 
pense, or  is  any  physician  permitted  to  enter  into  partnership 
with  a  pharmacist.  Then  the  Customs  regulations  as  regards 
proprietary  articles  are  severe,  no  medicament  being  allowed 
to  enter  the  country  the  composition  of  which  is  not  known. 
If,  however,  the  medicine  can  escape  the  Customs,  it  can  be 
sold  freely,  though  it  belongs  to  the  "  secret  class,"  and  this 
results  in  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  of  patent  medicines.  In 
the  case  of  four  drugs,  however,  the  sale  is  entirely  prohibited. 
These  are  cocaine,  cannabis  indica,  sulphonal,  and  chlorate 
of  potash.  The  French  Codex  is  the  standard  medicine-book. 
It  is  noteworthy  in  this  connection,  however,  that  no  French- 
man has  a  pharmacy  in  Turkey.  In  the  case  of  Englishmen, 
none  of  our  countrymen  either  controls  or  is  employed  in  a 
Turkish  pharmacy. — Family  Doctor. 
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Xccjal  "Reports. 


Dentists  Act,  1878. 

A  Company  Dentist  Fined. 
At  the  Londonderry  Petty  Sessions  on  August  29,  before 
the  Mayor  (Alderman  John  P.  Thompson,  J. P.)  and  other 
magistrates,  Mr.  Kevin  E.  O'Duffy,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Irish  Branch  of  the  British  Dental  Association,  brought  an 
action,  under  Section  3  of  this  Act,  against  Mr.  Wm. 
Patterson,  of  19  Great  James  Street,  Derry,  for  using 
the  description  "  teeth  specialist  "  and  the  title  "  dentist." 
There  were  three  counts  in  all,  and  the  special  interest  of 
the  case  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  defendant's  business  is  that 
of  a  limited  company. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Samuels,  K.C.  (instructed  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Dickson,  solicitor,  Derry),  appeared  for  the  complainant, 
and  Mr.  G.  D.  Scott,  solicitor,  Derry,  represented  the 
defendant. 

Mr.  Samuels,  K.C,  stated  the  case  for  the  prosecution 
at  considerable  length.  He  quoted  Section  3  of  the  Act, 
which  makes  it  illegal  for  a  person  not  registered  under 
it  to  take  or  use  the  name  or  title  of  ' '  dentist  "  or  "  dental 
practitioner,"  or  any  name,  title,  addition,  or  description 
implying  that  he  is  registered  under  this  Act,  or  that  he  is 
a  person  specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry.  The 
defendant  is  not  registered  as  a  dentist.  The  summons,  Mr. 
Samuels  continued,  relied  upon  three  different  classes 
of  offence.  In  the  "Derry  Standard"  and  the  "Derry 
Sentinel  "  he  advertised  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Patterson,  teeth  specialist,  16  Great  James  Street, 
Londonderry,  is  supplying-  high-class  dentures  with  patent 
suction  from  25s.  ;  painless  extractions  free  of  charge  when 
teeth  are  ordered.  Operators  from  leading  English  hos- 
pitals attend  branches  as  follows  (enumerating  the  places). 

The  words  "teeth  specialist"  and  "is  supplying  high- 
class  dentures  with  suction''  would  lead  the  public,  said 
Mr.  Samuels,  to  suppose  that  they  would  be  treated  by 
a  person  specially  qualified;  and  the  words  "painless  ex- 
traction," in  his  (counsel's)  opinion,  implied  that  a  person 
specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry  would  operate. 
Further,  there  was  a  charge  in  the  summons  that  on  June  20 
the  defendant  used  the  description  "dentist."  On  that  date, 
Mr.  Bradley,  solicitor  to  the  Irish  Branch  of  the  British 
Dental  Association,  went  to  Derry  and  called  at  Mr. 
Patterson's  establishment.  He  asked  to  see  Mr.  Patter- 
son the  dentist,  and  was  shown  into  the  consulting-room. 
When  Mr.  Patterson  came  in,  he  asked  if  he  was  Mr. 
Patterson  the  dentist,  and  the  latter  replied  that  he  was. 
He  showed  him  a  tooth  which  he  said  he  wanted  to  have 
treated,  and  an  appointment  was  made  for  the  following 
day.  When  Mr.  Bradley  was  leaving  he  again  said,  "  You 
are  Mr.  Patterson  the  dentist?  "  and  the  latter  replied  in 
the  affirmative.  Another  charge  in  the  summons  was  in 
respect  to  the  description  "  Mr.  William  Patterson,  teeth 
specialist,"  used  on  August  10.  Counsel  produced  a  copy 
of  the  door-plate  showing  the  words  mentioned,  the  object 
of  which,  he  said,  was  to  induce  persons  going  in  to 
believe  that  they  would  be  treated  by  a  dentist- 
Mr.  Donnelly,  J. P.  :  Do  the  words  "teeth  specialist" 
occur  in  the  Act? 

Mr.  Samuels  said,  No,  but  the  words  of  the  Act  were 
made  sufficiently  wide  to  include  them. 

Counsel  then  dealt  with  the  company  question,  and 
narrated  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
registration  of  companies  embodying  the  word  "  dentists  " 
in  their  titles.  Mr.  Patterson,  he  said,  turned  himself 
into  a  limited  liability  company,  the  name  of  which  was 
"William  Patterson,  Artificial  Teeth  Institute,"  but  in 
an  English  case  it  was  decided  that  the  use  of  the  door- 
plate  was  sufficient  to  bring  the  person  who  used  the  door- 
plate  within  the  terms  of  the  Act.  The  Patterson  com- 
pany comprised  Robert  Turnour,  farmer,  Newtonstewart, 
one  share  ;  John  King,  grocer,  Society  Street,  Derry,  one 
share ;  Wm.  Patterson,  dental  mechanic,  Queen  Street, 
Derry,  ninety-three  shares ;  Robert  Logan,  writing 
clerk  ;  John  McDermott,  writing  clerk  ;  Joseph  Donaghey, 
sanitary  and  heating  engineer;  Hamilton  McCoul,  house 
decorator  ;  and  J.  E.  Morster,  one  share  each.  From  the 
last  return  to  the  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies,  the 


directors  and  managers  of  the  company  were  Wm.  Patter- 
son (dental  mechanic),  John  King,  and  Hamilton  McCoul. 
None  of  these,  counsel  submitted,  was  specially  qualified 
to  practise  dentistry,  and  he  added  that  the  whole  object 
of  Mr.  Patterson  turning  the  business  into  a  company  was 
to  try  to  avoid,  under  the  cover  of  a  company,  a  prosecu- 
tion under  this  Act ;  but  if  any  individual  used  the  name 
of  a  company  for  a  cover  he  was  liable. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Bradley  (of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Bradley  & 
Sons,  solicitors,  Dublin),  in  evidence,  supported  Mr. 
Samuels'  statement  as  regards  himself,  as  well  as  in  re- 
spect to  the  other  charges  in  the  summons.  This  was  all 
the  evidence. 

Mr.  Scott,  for  the  defendant,  then  addressed  the  Bench. 
So  far  as  he  (Mr.  Scott)  was  aware,  this  was  the  first 
prosecution  of  its  kind  that  had  been  brought  before  a 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  in  Ireland,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  Act  had  been  in  force  for  almost 
thirty  years,  and  there  were  scores  of  men  in  Dublin, 
Belfast,  and  some  even  in  Derry,  carrying  on  the  dentist 
business  and  calling  themselves  "  teeth  specialists,"  and 
that  to  the  knowledge  of  the  British  Dental  Association. 
They  expected  the  complainant  to  admit  that,  otherwise 
they  would  have  had  a  witness  to  prove  it.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  publicly  stating  that  the  prosecution  had  been 
brought  against  Mr.  Patterson  because  he  had  by  his  own 
skill  and  ability  built  up  a  large  practice  in  the  city  of 
Derry  and  throughout  the  north-west.  One  would  think 
that  an  Association  like  the  British  Dental  Association 
would  at  least  have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  bring 
this  prosecution,  but  they  did  not  do  so.  Probably  they 
were  afraid  that  if  they  did  he  would  still  have  carried  on 
his  business  on  different  lines.  Did  Mr.  Patterson  mislead 
anyone  by  the  words  "  teeth  specialist  "  ?  He  emphatically 
said  that,  in  the  face  of  the  advertisements,  no  person  would 
be  misled  into  believing  that  his  client  was  posing  as  a 
registered  dental  practitioner.  He  (Mr.  Scott)  contended 
that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Dental  Association,  having 
instructed  and  started  this  prosecution,  to  prove  beyond 
yea  or  nay  that  some  individual  members  of  the  public  were 
misled  into  believing  that  his  client  was  a  registered 
dentist.  The  defendant  was  entitled  to  state  in  his  adver- 
tisements that  he  carried  on  his  business,  and  also  the 
prices  at  which  he  carried  it  on.  He  submitted  that  the 
advertisements  did  nothing  more  or  less  than  announce 
the  fact  that  the  defendant  practised  dentistry.  They  did 
not  state  that  the  defendant  was  a  qualified  dentist,  or  that 
he  was  qualified  to  carry  on  dental  operations.  He  admitted 
that  the  words  "teeth  specialist"  might  lead  people  to 
think  that  dental  operations  were  carried  on,  but  they  did 
not  do  anything  to  imply  that  the  defendant  was  a  surgeon- 
dentist.  He  contended  that  the  defendant  did  not  assume 
any  title  whatever  to  contravene  the  Act.  In  a  decided  case 
in  the  Scottish  Court  of  Appeal  it  had  been  held  that  the 
descriptions  "American  dentistry"  and  "dental  office" 
were  not  an  offence  under  Section  3.  He  submitted  that 
that  case  was  on  all-fours  with  this  one  against  Mr. 
Patterson. 

Mr.  Samuels  having  replied,  the  Magistrates  retired  for 
a  short  time  to  consult,  and  on  returning  to  court,  the 
Mayor  said  the  majority  of  the  Bench  had  decided  to  con- 
vict in  the  case  for  April  8,  but  as  it  was  the  first  case  of 
the  kind  locally  they  were  anxious  to  make  the  fine  as  low 
as  possible.    They  would  make  it  40s. 

Mr.  Samuels  asked  for  a  conviction  also  in  the  case 
for  June  20,  which  dealt  with  the  word  "dentist,"  and 
he  would  then  withdraw  the  other  charge. 

The  Mayor  said  the  Bench  would  convict  on  the  two 
counts  and  impose  a  fine  of  one  guinea  in  each.  He  added 
that  the  Bench  sympathised  with  Mr.  Patterson,  who  was  a 
very  industrious  and  respectable  citizen,  and  who  had  built 
up  a  very  nice  trade  for  himself. 

Mr.  Scott  asked  that  a  case  might  be  stated,  and  the 
Bench  agreed.  Subsequently  it  transpired  that  notice  ot 
appeal  had  been  lodged  on  behalf  of  the  defendant. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 
At  Southampton,  on  August  28,  Percy  Burrell,  Cornmerci; 
Road,  was  fined  20.s.  and  costs  for  selling  a  substitute  ; 
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cream  of  tartar.  The  borough  analyst,  Mr.  Brierley,  said 
the  article  sold  by  defendant  to  the  inspector  was  known  in 
the  trade  as  "  cream  of  tartar  substitute."  It  was  good  as 
a  substitute  for  baking  powder,  but  might  be  harmful  if 
used  medically.  Defendant  said  he  stocked  cream  of  tartar 
and  its  substitute,  and  his  assistant  inadvertently  sold  the 
latter  for  the  former. 

Compound  Liquorice  Powder. 
Before  the  Halifax  West  Riding  Magistrates  on  August  31, 
James  Bottomley,  confectioner,  Bolton  Brow,  Sowerby 
Bridge,  was  summoned,  under  Section  6  of  the  1875  Act.  for 
selling  adulterated  compound  liquorice  powder.  Mr. 
McGrath  conducted  the  prosecution  on  behalf  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council,  and  called  Edwin  Bell,  district 
inspector  under  the  Acts,  who  proved  the  purchase  on 
July  19,  and  that  the  drug  was  found  to  be  deficient  in 
sulphur.  Mrs.  Bottomley.  who  appeared  for  her  husband, 
who  was  absent  through  illness,  said  they  only  got  the  drug 
on  March  28  last,  and  until  the  inspector  called  they  had 
not  sold  any  of  it.  The  Chairman  (Colonel  Morris)  :  You 
know  you  are  responsible  for  selling  only  pure  drugs  ?  Mrs. 
Bottomley  :  We  paid  a  medicine  licence,  and  then  we  thought 
we  were  all  right.  The  Chairman  :  Oh,  I  wish  I  could  bring 
home  to  people  the  necessity  for  taking  precautions  to  see 
the  drugs  they  deal  in  are  pure.  (To  Mrs.  Bottomley)  :  You 
ought  to  get  a  guarantee  with  the  drugs.  You  are  running 
a  risk  if  you  don't.  If  you  don't  take  precautions  you  must 
suffer  for  it.   A  fine  of  24.S.,  including  costs,  was  imposed. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Claim  for  Advertising. 
At  the  Sheffield  County  Court  on  August  29,  before  Judge 
Benson,  the  British  Advertising  Co.  sued  E.  B.  White- 
house,  Ltd.,  chemists,  Smethwick.  for  21.  12s.,  being  a 
year's  charge  for  an  advertisement  in  a  cabinet  fixed  at 
Bearwood.  Similar  actions  were  taken  against  nine  other 
advertisers.  The  contracts  were  not  disputed  ;  but  for  the 
defence  it  was  urged  that  the  cabinet  was  kept  in  a  dilapi- 
dated and  unsatisfactory  manner,  and  Mr.  E.  B.  White- 
house  stated  in  evidence  that  for  some  months  after  the 
cabinet  was  erected  the  advertisement  was  missing.  His 
Honour  dismissed  the  case  with  costs,  and  ultimately  the 
plaintiffs  came  to  an  agreement  with  the  other  defendants, 
no  charge  to  be  made  in  respect  to  this  year,  but  the  charge 
to  be  for  1908. 

"Pal"  Metal  Polish. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  September  4,  before  Mr. 
Assistant  Registrar  Tattershall,  Mr.  George  Coates,  trading 
as  Douglas  &  Co.,  10  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  sued  Mr.  Charles 
Turner,  Bromley,  Kent,  for  21.  18s.  Id.,  being  the  balance 
of  account  for  "Pal"  metal  polish,  Sankey  soap-powder, 
etc.,  supplied  to  the  defendant  in  the  way  of  trade.  The 
defence  was  that  at  the  time  defendant  gave  the  first  order 
the  plaintiff  told  him  ho  would  send  canvassers  to  push  the 
sale  of  the  article,  but  no  canvassers  were  sent.  The 
Assistant  Registrar,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  said  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  letters  written  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
which  had  been  before  him,  put  the  claim  out  of  Court.  He 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  defendant's  version  was 
correct,  and  that  the  account  was  overpaid.  Judgment  was 
given  for  the  defendant  with  costs  for  his  own  attendance 
and  that  of  his  solicitor. 


H)eco  of  HrranQement. 

Golden,  Ernest,  20  Gravelly  Hill,  Erdington,  Birmingham, 
Chemist.— Trustee,  Harry  H.  Hollins,  134  Edmund  Street, 
Birmingham,  accountant.  Dated,  August  26  ;  filed,  August  30. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  417/.  9s.  M. ;  estimated  net  assets,  57/. 
The  creditors  include  the  following :  Aerators  Ltd  London 
(4/.) ;  D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Ltd.,  London  (5/.) ;  Potter  &  Clarke 
London  (4/.)  ;  Sangers,  London  (23/.) ;  Virol,  Ltd.,  London 
(4/.);  Kerfoot  &  Co.,  Ashton-under-Lyne  (4/.);  Cuxson 
Gerrard  &  Co.,  Birmingham  (3/.);  M.  Knight,  Birmingham 
(14/.);  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay.  Ltd.,  Birmingham  (28/): 
Wyleys,  Ltd.,  Coventry  (44/.);  Gibbins  &  Co..  Derby  (3/ )  • 
A.  D.  St.  Dalmas  &  Co.,  Leicester  (3/.);  H.  Butler '&  Son' 
Leicester  (16/.);  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  Leicester  (7/.); 
/Jnfr" ??■>  Manchester  (4/.)  ;  Julia  May  Golden,  March 
20  )  !       Golden>  March  (130*0  i  Preferential  creditors  (total) 


(5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Aitken.  G,  and  Stewart,  F.  R..  Penarth,  Glamorganshire, 
under  the  style  of  Aitken  &  Stewart,  physicians  and  sur- 
geons. 

Davidson.  E.,  and  Davidson,  J.  G.,  Nottingham,  under  the 
style  of  Davidson  Bros.,  wholesale  druggists,  etc. 

Newboult,  A.  M.,  and  Phillips,  C.  M.,  Beaumont  Street, 
London,  W. ,  proprietors  of  a  nursing  home. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,   1883   and  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 
Lieblich,  Henry,  Wardour  Street,  Soho,  London,  W.,  chemist 
and  druggist. 

Padwick,  William  Gut,  Mottingham,  Kent,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Sequestration. 

Napier,  Thomas,  15  Kelbourne  Street,  Kelvinside.  Glasgow, 
chemist.  Creditors  will  meet  in  the  Faculty  Hall.  Glas- 
gow, September  10,  at  12  o'clock.  Geo.  Bradley,  33  Bath 
Street,  Glasgow,  agent. 


1Rcw  Companies  ano  Company  IRcws. 

Pavitt  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares  (1,900  pre- 
ference and  100  deferred).  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  candle,  perfume,  and  soap  manufacturers  and  merchants, 
tallow  chandlers,  oil-merchants,  printers,  stationers,  chemists, 
druggists,  dealers  in  toilet-requisites,  etc.  No  initial  public 
issue.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  five:  the  first  are  A.  V.  Cowell  (chairman)  and 
G.  P.  Marshall,  and  not  more  than  two  others  to  be  appointed 
by  them  within  six  months.  Qualification  100  shares.  Re- 
muneration as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office, 
175  Piccadilly,  W. 

Chemists'  Sundries,  Ltd. — Registered  August  28,  by  E.  Cox 
&  Sons.  Capital  6,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over 
the  business  of  the  Chemists'  Wholesale  Sundries  Co.  ;  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  A.  W.  Butterfield.  S.  Butterfield,  and 
R.  E.  Butterfield,  and  to  carry  on  the  said  business  and  that 
of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  etc.  No  initial  public  issue. 
The  first  directors  (to  number  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
five)  are:  A.  W.  Butterfield,  S.  Butterfield,  R.  E.  Butterfield, 
and  G.  F.  Tanner,  all  permanent,  subject  to  holding  500 
ordinary  shares  each.  Qualification  of  ordinary  directors, 
100  ordinary  shares.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 
Registered  office,  13  Chapel  Street,  Salford,  Lanes. 


L.vwes  Chemical  Manure  Co.,  Ltd. — In  moving  the  adop- 
tion of  the  directors'  report  at  the  annual  meeting  of  share- 
holders at  the  New  Corn  Exchange  Hotel,  Mark  Lane.  London, 
Mr.  Edward  G.  Cubitt,  who  presided,  said  there  had  been 
during  the  year  a  rise  in  the  prices  which  they  had  been 
obtaining,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  had  been  an  unprece- 
dentedly  sharp  rise  in  the  prices  of  raw  materials.  For  in- 
stance, arsenic  entered  largely  into  the  composition  of  some  of 
their  dips.  When  he  first  joined  the  board  arsenic  could  be 
bought  for  between  11/.  and  12/.  a  ton.  Lately  the  price 
had  been  somewhere  round  35/.  The  price  of  sheep-dips,  how- 
ever, instead  of  rising,  had  a  tendency  to  go  the  other  way. 
The  Australian  market  was  failing  them,  as  Australia  was 
making  its  own  chemical  manure,  and  they  would  have  to  find 
a  fresh  market  for  some  of  their  stuff.  The  report  was 
adopted,  and  a  dividend  of  7s.  bd.  upon  the  ordinary  shares 
was  declared. 


IReccnt  Mills, 


Mr.  Henry  Dacre  Tonge.  of  Langbraes,  Disley.  Cheshire, 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Lathbury  &  Co.,  India  and 
China  merchants,  and  a  director  of  Benger's  Food,  Ltd.,  who 
died  March  19  last,  aged  forty-seven,  left  estate  valued  at 
6.503/.  14s.  gross,  with  net  personalty  5,941/.  9s.  bd. 

Mr.  Robert  Johnson,  of  The  Hope  House,  Little  Burstead, 
Essex,  Chairman  of  Messrs.  Locke,  Lancaster  and  W.  W.  &  R. 
Johnson  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  lead,  white-lead  and  metal  merchants, 
of  Burdett  Road,  Limehouse,  and  of  Gracechurch  Street, 
E.G.,  who  died  on  July  13  last,  aged  seventy-six,  left  estate 
of  the  gross  value  of  36.263/.  10s.  9d.,  of  which  the  net  per- 
sonalty has  been  sworn  at  31,352/.  18s.  3d. 

The  late  Sir  William  Henry  Perkin,  Ph.D..  F.R.S.,  left 
estate  valued  at  78,611/.  gross,  with  net  personalty  25.727/.  By 
his  will  he  bequeathed  the  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  road 
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from  Sudbury  to  Harrow,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  con- 
sisting of  a  mission-room,  a  mission-hall,  and  certain  cottages, 
hitherto  devoted  by  him  to  religious  uses,  to  his  wife  and 
daughters  during  their  joint  lives  and  the  life  of  the  survivor 
of  them,  expressing  the  hope  that  these  buildings  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  used  for  philanthropic,  charitable,  and  evangelical 
religious  purposes,  unconnected  with  the  Church  of  England, 
and  during  the  life  of  the  longest  lived  of  his  wife  and 
daughters  he  left  an  annuity  of  200/.  towards  the  cost  of  the 
continuance  of  that  work.  Annuities  at  the  rate  of  12s.  6rf. 
to  17s.  per  week  were  bequeathed  to  seven  servants.  The 
testator  left  all  his  scientific  apparatus,  specimens,  etc.,  books, 
manuscripts,  and  all  calculations  on  chemical  subjects  to  his 
three  sons,  William  Henry,  Arthur  George,  and  Frederick 
Mollwo  Perkin,  and  all  other  his  household  and  personal 
effects  and  500/.  to  his  wife.  Dame  Alexandrine  Perkin.  The 
residue  of  his  property  he  left  to  his  wife  during  widowhood, 
or  in  the  event  of  her  remarriage  he  left  to  her  a  life  annuity 
of  300/.,  and  subject  thereto  left  the  ultimate  residue  of  his 
property  to  all  of  his  children  in  equal  shares,  the  shares  of 
his  daughters  being  retained  upon  the  usual  trusts  for  their 
benefit. 


Bustnesa  Cbanoes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being:  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  F.  C.  Daiggleby  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 

F.  W.  Freeman,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at  88  Waterloo 
Road,  S.E. 

Mr.  T.  Stevenson  has  taken  charge  of  the  pharmacy  in 
St.  Helen's  Road,  Bolton,  formerly  carried  on  by  the  late 
Mr.  J.  H.  Gray. 

Mr.  John  H.  Gaskin,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  dis- 
posed of  his  business  at  122  High  Street,  Harborne,  Bir- 
mingham, to  Mr.  S.  Knowles. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Dawson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Wigan,  has 
transferred  his  retail  department  from  The  Quadrant  to 
his  wholesale  place  at  16  to  22  Rodney  Street. 

Mr.  R.  Chandler  Tween,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  just 
opened  an  up-to-date  pharmacy  in  High  Street,  Bushey, 
which  was  entirely  fitted  by  Messrs.  Sangers,  Euston  Road, 
N.W. 

The  business  at  67  Netherfield  Road,  N.,  Liverpool, 
originally  established  by  the  late  Mr.  Woodhead,  has  been 
taken  over  by  Mr.  Geo.  Nelmes,  chemist  and  druggist,  Fox 
Street,  who  has  by  structural  alterations  made  a  most 
elegant  pharmacy  out  of  a  shop  which  was  somewhat  behind 
the  times. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist  (late  of  Messrs. 
W.  N.  Cooper  &  Co.,  Mafeking,  Zeerust,  etc.,  Transvaal), 
has  acquired  the  business  at  Burnham,  Bucks,  carried  on 
for  many  years  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Heald,  and  latterly  by  Mr. 

G.  R.  Foulston.  Besides  the  retail  business  with  Gilbey's 
agency,  etc.,  Mr.  Jones  has  purchased  the  proprietary  rights 
in  Heald's  Dog  Medicine  Co. 

Mr.  Robert  F.  Swinn,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  re- 
opened the  old-established  business  formerly  carried  on  by 
the  late  Mr.  Robert  Leech  at  34  Upper  Duke  Street, 
Hulme.  Mr.  Charles  Arthur  Swinn,  chemist  and  druggist, 
will  now  assist  his  uncle,  Mr.  Charles  Swinn,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  at  St.  Mary's  Pharmacy,  Upper  Moss 
Lane,  and  he  will  also  be  associated  with  him  in  his 
hospital  appointments,  work  in  which  Mr.  R.  F.  Swinn  has 
been  engaged  for  the  last  four  years. 


Birth*. 


Bremner.- — At  Pharmacy  House,  Cruden  Bay,  Aberdeen- 
shire, on  August  28,  the  wife  of  William  Bremner,  chemist, 
of  a  son. 

Bush. — At  19  Girton  Road,  Sydenham,  S.E.,  on  Aug.  31, 
the  wife  of  Harold  J.  Bush,  of  a  son. 

Hunter. — At  Albert  House,  Victoria  Street,  Fraserburgh, 
on  August  28,  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Hunter,  chemist,  of  a  son. 

Lavvson. — At  83  The  Broadway,  Hounslow,  on  Sunday, 
September  1,  the  wife  of  Arthur  Lawson,  chemist  and 
optician,  of  a  son. 


flDamaocs. 

Barge — Yates. — At  the  Wesleyan  Church,  South  Farrr- 
borough,  on  August  31,  by  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Brown,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  David  Wright,  Francis  John  Barge,  chemist 
and  druggist,  son  of  Mr.  John  Barge,  M.P.S.,  of  Plymouth, 
to  Ethel  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Yates, 
"  The  Lindens,"  Farnborough  Park,  Hants. 

Dunn — Paterson. — At  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  on 
August  28,  by  the  Rev.  Ritchie  Key,  M.A.,  St.  Nicholas 
Methodist  Free  Church,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, Dunfermline,  and  the  Rev.  John  Traill,  Rajputana, 
India,  Peter  Pitkethly  Dunn,  chemist  and  druggist,  to 
Chrissie,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Pater- 
son and  the  late  Mrs.  Paterson,  of  Whitehills,  New  Deer. 

Geddie — Bardsley. — At  Royds  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Accrington,  on  August  29,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Moffatt  Logan, 
James  Spence  Geddie,  M.B.,  Accrington,  to  Isabel,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Joshua  Bardsley,  manufacturing  chemist, 
of  Milnshaw  House,  Whalley  Road,  Accrington. 

Hopkins — Davies. — At  the  King  Street  Wesleyan 
Chapel,  Dudley,  on  August  31,  Frank  Goulding  Hopkins, 
chemist  and  druggist,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  John  Birdsey  Hop- 
kins, Leighton  Buzzard,  to  Jeanie,  daughter  of  Mr.  William 
Davies,  Dudley. 

Kilby — Green. — At  All  Saints'  Church,  Campton,  Beds, 
on  August  28,  Herbert  Wilfrid  Kilby,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  Luton,  to  Gertrude  Green,  of  Campton. 

Paton — Ewing. — At  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Bath  Street, 
Glasgow,  on  August  28,  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Hill,  M.A., 
North  U.F.  Church,  Renfrew,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
W.  Cairns  Duncan,  Ayr,  Andrew  H.  Paton,  chemist, 
Paisley,  to  Jane  Henderson,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  S. 
Ewing,  Renfrew. 

Sant — Plant. — At  the  Wesleyan  Church,  Longton,  on 
September  3,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Hugh  Jones,  Arthur  W.  Sant, 
chemist  and  druggist,  only  son  of  the  late  Councillor  Isaac 
Sant.  Stoke-upon-Trent,  to  Edith  Mary,  eldest  daughter 
of  Mr.  R.  H.  Plant,  of  Rosslyn  House,  Longton. 


Beatbs. 


Be-ntley. — At  Thornlea,  Manby  Road,  Great  Malvern, 
on  August  27,  Mr.  George  Bentley,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  eighty-eight.  Mr.  Bentley  was  born  at  Yoxall,  Staffs, 
on  September  29,  1818,  and  was  apprenticed  to  the  maker  of 
Mona  Bouquet,  then  in  business  at  Liverpool.  Thereafter 
he  was  an  assistant  in  Humphreys'  old-established  business 
in  Bull  Street,  Birmingham,  and  started  business  for  himself 


in  Great  Hampton  Street  there.  On  October  27,  1844,  Mr. 
Bentley  was  married  at  St.  Thomas's  Church,  Edgbaston, 
to  Ellen  Toy.  Mr.  Bentley  sold  his  Birmingham  business 
to  Mr.  Waterson,  and  it  is  now  carried  on  by  Mr.  Brown. 
He  then  took  over  the  business  of  Mr.  Goldstone  at 
Knighton,  Radnorshire,  and  after  that  opened  a  pharmacy  at 
Llandrindod  Wells,  which  is  now  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Johnson.    Mr.  Bentley  was  most  successful  as  a  business 
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man,  a  circumstance  due  to  his  wide  knowledge  and  his 
genial  and  kindly  disposition.  Since  his  retirement  he  had 
been  living  in  Great  Malvern,  and  there  three  years  ago  he 
and  Mrs.  Bentley  celebrated  their  diamond  wedding.  The 
photograph  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bentley  which  we  reproduce 
was  taken  last  year,  and  for  it  we  are  indebted  to  their 
grandnephew,  Mr.  H.  G.  Toy,  Duffield  Road  Pharmacy, 
Derby.    Mrs.  Bentley  survives  her  husband. 

Hamilton. — At  91  Graham  Street,  Airdrie,  on 
August  29,  Agnes  Hamilton,  druggist,  aged  sixty-six. 

Towl. — At  Sturt  Street,  Ballarat,  Victoria,  on  July  28, 
Mr.  Edward  Towl,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy- 
six.  Mr.  Towl  was  born 
at  Burgh-le-Marsh,  Lin- 
colnshire, and  in  1844  was 
apprenticed  to  a  chemist, 
subsequently  being  an  as- 
sistant with  Mr.  Rainey, 
of  Spilsby,  and  Mr.  Pro- 
vost, of  Huntingdon.  At 
the  end  of  1849  Mr.  Towl 
proceeded  to  London,  and 
obtained  a  situation  with 
Messrs.  Preston  &  Sons, 
the  predecessors  of  Messrs. 
Hodgkinson,  Prestons  & 
King,  Bishopsgate  Street. 
He  passed  the  Minor  in 
1851,  his  certificate  being 
numbered  144.  Mr.  Towl 
next  acted  as  dispenser  to 
Dr.  Geo.  Ord,  of  Buxton, 
but  in  1852,  when  the  rush 
took  place  to  the  Australian 
goldfields,  he  emigrated. 
At  first  he  acted  as  an  as- 
sistant in  Melbourne,  and 
then  went  to  Ballarat,  commencing  business  there  on  Sep- 
tember 13,  1853.  At  that  time  Ballarat  was  merely  a 
collection  of  tents.  Subsequently  Mr.  Towl  moved  to 
Eureka,  but  returned  to  Ballarat  and  established  himself 
at  Sturt  Street.  A  biography  of  Mr.  Towl  was  given  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  January  30,  1904. 

Ziegele.  At  Chase  Side,  Loughton,  Essex,  on  August  28, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Otto  Ziegele. 


Grace  Botes. 

Messrs.  Ferris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bristol,  inform  us  that  their 
telephone  numbers  have  been  altered  to  2880  and  2881. 

The  full  name  of  the  Sanitas  Co.'s  new  sheep-dip,  to 
which  reference  was  made  in  this  column  last  week,  is 
"  Sanitas"  Creocide  Sheep-dip. 

The  Ozonia  Co.,  of  8  Westland  Row,  Dublin,  have  opened 
a  branch  office  at  126  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  E.C., 
where  stocks  of  their  preparation  and  of  advertising  matter 
will  be  kept  for  the  convenience  of  customers  who  prefer 
to  draw  supplies  from  London  rather  than  from  the  Dublin 
headquarters. 

Advertising.— Messrs.  Gilbert  &  Rivington,  Ltd., 
intimate  in  this  issue  that  they  have  amalgamated  their 
business  with  that  of  Messrs.  William  Clowes  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
and  it  will  be  carried  on  at  Duke  Street,  London,  S.E.| 
Mr.  Charles  Oates  managing  the  department  concerned  with 
the  production  of  chemists'  price-lists  and  other  advertis- 
ing matters. 

Canine  Handbook.— Pearsons,  Ltd.,  15  Elm  Street 
London,  W.C.,  and  50  Wellington  Street,  Glasgow,  publish 
for  the  use  of  "doggy"  people  a  booklet  of  information 
regarding  the  manner  in  which  the  antiseptic  is  used  in  the 
treatment  of  dogs'  ailments  and  in  disinfection.  Any  of 
our  readers  can  get  a  specimen  copy  on  application  to  either 
ot  the  above  addresses. 

Medicine  Register.— Among  recently  granted  patents  is 
one  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Morris,  of  Egremont,  who  has  devised 
a  graduated  slip  for  affixing  to  a  bottle  of  medicine  with 


space  for  noting  the  times  at  which  the  mixture  was  or 
is  to  be  taken.  Mr.  Morris  believes  that  the  invention  will 
secure  a  more  systematic  administration  of  the  medicine, 
and  save  taxing  the  memory  of  nurse  or  patient. 

"Chemical  Handicraft"  is  the  title  of  the  illustrated 
and  priced  catalogue  of  chemical  apparatus  and  reagents 
issued  by  Messrs.  J.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Kingsway, 
London,  W.C.  The  book  runs  to  about  700  pages,  and 
seems  to  include  almost  every  form  of  apparatus  needed 
in  physics  and  chemical  operations.  The  apparatus  is  in 
many  cases  accompanied  by  an  explanation  of  the  uses  to 
which  it  can  be  put.  There  are  many  useful  reference 
tables  at  the  end. 

Messrs.  Bennett,  Sons  &  Shears,  Ltd.,  of  Farringdon 
Works,  Shoe  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  have  secured  the  contract 
for  supplying  and  erecting  all  the  machinery  and  utensils 
required  in  the  new  dispensary  laboratory  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital,  West  Smithfield.  The  plant  will  lie 
entirely  driven  by  electric  motois  and  will  include  some 
novelties,  and  will  generally  comprise  every  form  of 
apparatus  and  convenience  which  careful  thought  and 
experience  can  suggest. 

Chromium  Intensification  of  negatives  is  but  little  prac- 
tised, as  the  process  of  bleaching  and  re-developing  was 
irksome.  The  bleaching  solution  was  compounded  of 
hydrochloric  acid  and  potassium  bichromate,  but  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings.  London, 
E.C.,  have  succeeded  in  producing  the  chemical  in  tabloid 
form  without  hydrochloric  acid  being  needed.  This  simpli- 
fies the  process,  and  should  lead  to  its  more  general  adoption, 
in  place  of  mercuric  chloride.  The  chromium  intensifier 
tabloids  are  put  up  in  bottles  of  twenty-five. 

Scottish  National  Exhibition. — Visitors  to  Scotland 
this  summer  who  passed  through  the  Corstorphine  have 
noted  the  preparations  that  are  there  being  made  for  the 
erection  of  the  buildings  in  which  the  great  Scottish  National 
Exhibition  is  to  be  held  from  May  to  October  1908.  The 
Exhibition  will  be  one  of  art,  science,  and  industry,  and 
besides  representations  of  Scotland's  distinctions  therein, 
exhibits  from  the  Colonies  and  other  countries  are  invited. 
Intending  exhibitors  will  find  some  particulars  in  our  ad- 
vertisement section  this  week,  and  they  can  obtain  prospec- 
tuses from  Mr.  W.  H.  Knight,  45  York  Place,  Edinburgh. 

Almanacks  and  Calendars  for  1908. — Messrs.  Ford, 
Shapland  &  Co.,  6  Great  Turnstile,  High  Holborn,  London, 
W.C,  have  sent  us  advance  specimens  of  their  almanacks 
and  calendars  for  1908.  A  thirty-two  page  Illustrated 
Almanack  is  enclosed  in  an  artistic-tinted  cover,  printed  in 
three  colours,  the  design  and  selection  of  colours  showing 
good  taste.  Five  pages  of  the  almanack  are  reserved  for 
the  chemist's  own  advertisements,  and  the  contents  are 
of  a  readable  and  useful  nature.  The  firm  have,  in  addition 
to  the  small  pocket  calendars  (those  for  1908  show  novel 
departures  in  designs),  produced  a  book-mark  calendar  bear- 
ing on  one  side  a  small  half-tone  picture  and  calendar  for 
the  year,  and  the  other  side  is  reserved  for  the  chemist's 
own  advertisement.  Samples  and  prices  can  be  obtained 
from  the  firm  on  application. 

Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Cowper  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  have  submitted  for  our  inspection  specimens 
of  three  products  from  this  year's  English  crops.  Owing 
to  the  deficiency  of  sunshine  this  summer,  lavender  and 
peppermint  have  given  a  smaller  proportionate  yield  of  oils 
than  usual.  Peppermint  has  yielded  only  two-thirds  the 
average  quantity,  and  the  total  yield  is  also  smaller.  Never- 
theless, the  oil  which  we  have  examined  is,  considering  its 
newness,  of  excellent  aroma.  Lavender  is  a  strange 
article.  Many  growers  have  this  season  found  it  more 
profitable  to  sell  the  herb  and  flowers  in  Covent  Garden,  so 
that  the  amount  of  oil  distilled  is  small.  Messrs.  Stafford 
Allen  &  Co.  have  not  diminished  the  amount  of  their  dis, 
tillation,  but  they  have  found  that  the  plant  has  yielded 
only  half  the  normal  quantity  of  oil.  This  also  is  of  good 
quality.  Another  of  their  products  is  syr.  rhceados.  They 
have  been  fortunate  in  harvesting  a  fine  field  of  red  poppies, 
and,  as  might  be  expected  when  the  petals  are  taken  straight 
from  field  to  factory,  the  syrup  is  exceptionally  rich  in 
colour  and  full  in  flavour  and  taste.  Samples  and  quota 
tions  of  these  products  may  be  obtained  by  large  buyeri 
from  the  firm. 
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Chemists'  WUnoows. 

Contributed  by  "  C.  &  D."  Subscribers.  The  Editor  will  be  glad 
to  receive  photographs  of  effective  window-displays  for  inclu- 
sion in  this  section.  Notes  on  the  displays  should  accompany 
the  photographs.    We  pay  for  what  we  use. 


Have  You  a  Corn? 

Mr  H  A  Martin,  Willow  Bridge  Street,  Leicester,  sends 
us  the  above  picture  ot  a  window  display  which  proved  a 
great  success.   The  particulars  are  as  follows  : 

At  the  back  are  large  dummy  cartons  wrapped  in  white 
demy,  with  a  handbill  stuck  on,  around  edge  bilious 
blue  and  white  spots  to  represent  a  handkerchief.  bmaU 
.cartons  which  are  used  for  actual  corn-cure  are  then  placed 
about  the  window.  The  showcard  at  the  top  of  the  plaster 
foot  is  my  own  printing,  with  wording  from  a  written 
testimonial.  The  other  showcard  is  by  a  professional 
before  I  commenced  printing  my  own  cards  Un  the 
window-glass  are  stuck  cut  out  acorns  m  cardboard,  with  the 
words  on  "Have  You  a  Corn?"  In  the  background  is 
matter  advertising  the  virtues  of  the  corn-cure.  It  was 
most  amusing  to  see  people  going  past,  looking  across  to 
the  window,  and  saying,  "  Have  Y7ou  a  Corn  ?  to  their  com- 
panions. It  has  become  quite  a  byword  I  know  ot  one 
person  who  passed  the  window  six  or  eight  times,  and  at 
last  came  in  for  a  bottle.  Up  to  now  it  has  been  my 
cheapest  and  most  successful  window-display. 

prescription  problem. 


0 


r/ 


have  ever  submitted.  The  handwriting  was  wretched  and 
the  abbreviations  puzzling.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  response  has  been  poor,  and 
that  the  replies  have  come  chiefly  from  abroad  where  it 
may  be  presumed  the  chemists  are  more  familiar  with 
Belgian  medical  handwriting.  The  correct  transcription 
is  as  follows  : 

B   Codeine   1  cent.  (1  cgm.) 

Sacch.  alb  0,25  (gram) 

Misce  pro  pulv.    D  (entur)  T  (ales)  No.  iv. 
1  pr.  2  heures  (every  two  hours  one  powder). 

1  m  (Bilroth)  (1  meter  Billroth' s  impermeable  tissue). 


Pul.  Doweri    0,15  (gram) 

Sach.  albi   0.50  (gram) 

Misce  pro  pul.  uno.    D.T.  No.  x. 
5  pro  die. 

Three  correct  transcriptions  have  been  received,  and  we  are 
sending  the  three  prizes  of  5s.  each  to  the  following  com- 
petitors : 

M.  Dutrannoit,  29  Chaussee  de  Ninove,  Brussels. 
Herr  A.  Fiedler,  Lades  Hof-Apotheke,  Wiesbaden. 
M.  C.  De  Waele,  38  Rue  du  Nord,  Ghent. 


The  above  is  a  facsimile  of  a  prescription  written  a  week 
or  two  ago.  We  submit  it  for  the  consideration  of  our 
readers,  whose  postcard  transcriptions  of  it  should  be  re- 
ceived by  us  not  later  than  Wednesday,  September  11. 
We  shall  allot  three  prizes  of  5s.  each  to  (1)  London  and 
the  Home  Counties;  (2)  rest  of  England  and  Wales; 
(3)  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  Continent.  The  replies  will 
be  considered  on  their  merits  and  the  time  of  posting  taken 
into  consideration.    Our  award  will  be  final. 

The  prescription  given  for  transcription  in  this  column  on 
August  24  (p.  336)  was  perhaps  the  most  difficult  that  we 


pharmaceutical  Bookplates. 


PlIlL O  C I 1 iWs)  nffltf.Ci av. A< irai. 
liro  rn/no  voailn  Alderigate- 
Slrect.LoND. 


John  Maud,  who  is  described  on  his  book-plate  a  ^ 
ehymist  at  the  sign  of  the  Golden  Key  in  the  street 
commonly  called  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  w«J  * 
member  of  a  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists.  He >cnea 
at  Bristol  in  1782.  The  plate  was  probably  engraved  W 
George  Virtue. 
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Observations  ano  ^Reflections. 

By  Xeayseb. 

The  Introduction  of  Ether  Anaesthesia 

into  surgery  was  an 
event  of  such  momentous  importance  to  humanity  that 
everyone  concerned  in  it  ought  to  have  every  atom  of  credit 
to  which  he  may  be  entitled.  Among  the  extracts  from  Dr. 
Martindale's  "Pharmacy  Notes"  which  appeared  in  this 
journal  lately,  it  was  incidentally  mentioned  that  Dr. 
Crawford  Long,  of  Athens,  Georgia,  had  established  his 
claim  to  priority  in  the  use  of  ether  as  an  anaesthetic, 
defeating  Wells,  Morton,  and  Jackson,  among  whom  the 
glory  is  usually  apportioned.  In  consequence  of  an  inter- 
rogative ejaculation  in  this  page  referring  to  that  state- 
ment, Dr.  Martindale  has  been  good  enough  to  send  to  the 
Editor,  "for  Xrayser's  perusal,"  an  article  cut  from  a 
Georgia  magazine,  entitled  "The  Southern  Advance,"  in 
support  of  Dr.  Long  as  the  pioneer  of  the  great  benefac- 
tion. Mr.  Joseph  Jacobs,  chemist,  of  Atlanta,  who  fur- 
nished information  concerning  U.S.  pharmacy  for  Dr. 
Martindale's  paper,  is  the  writer  of  the  article,  and  was 
in  his  youth  apprenticed  to  this  same  Dr.  Crawford  Long, 
who  owned  a  chemist's  business,  besides  practising  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon.  Mr.  Jacobs's  testimony  is  par- 
ticularly interesting,  and  appears  to  be  given  with  scrupu- 
lous fairness,  though,  as  he  himself  confesses,  with  a 
natural  bias  in  favour  of  an  employer  whom  he  reverenced 
and  admired. 

The  Controversy 

may  be  briefly  summarised.    Horace  Wells, 
a  dentist,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  must  be  included 
among  the  claimants,  though  he  did  not  experiment  with 
ether,  because  he  opened  the  door  which  led  to  further  dis- 
coveries.   He  first  extracted  teeth  painlessly  by  adminis- 
tering nitrous-oxide  gas  to  his  patients,    beginning  by 
getting  another  dentist  to  operate  on  himself.    Wells  failed 
at  a  public  demonstration  of  his  method,  was  derided,  and 
soon  after  lost  his  reason.    William  Thomas  Green  Morton, 
dentist,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  inhaled  ether  himself, 
and  drew  a  tooth  painlessly  from  a  patient  after  the  ad- 
ministration of  ether,  both  on  the  same  day,  September  30, 
1846.    Charles  T.  Jackson,  a  doctor  who  practised  as  a 
scientific  chemist  in  Boston,  had  suggested  the  use  of  ether 
to  Morton,  and  claimed  later  to  have  used  it  himself;  but 
1  do  not  think  he  proved  more  than  the  hint  to  Morton 
Morton  and  Jackson  between  them  applied  for  a  patent  for 
their  discovery,  and  they  combined  aromatic  oils  with 
ether  in  the  vain  idea  of  disguising  it,  and  called  the  com- 
pound    Letheon."    They  persuaded  Dr.  Collins  Warren 
the  senior  surgeon  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital' 
to  operate  with  it.    Dr.  Warren,  in  the  presence  of  the  rest 
of  the  hospital  staff,  removed  a  tumour  from  a  patient  at 
the  hospital  on  October  16,  1846.    Morton  administered 
the  ether,  the  patient  suffered  no  pain,  and  when  the 
operation  was  completed  Dr.  Warren  said  to  the  other 
^urgeons  round  him,  "Gentlemen,  this  is  no  humbug" 
Sir  James  Simpson's  experiments  and   his  adoption  of 
chloroform  which  followed  about  a  year  later  do  not  con- 
cern he  present  history.    The  new  discovery  caused  great 
sensation.    Ether  was  employed  in  hospitals  all  over  the 
civilised  world  within  a  few  months.    Morton  and  Jackson 
quarreled   and  their  dispute  came  before  the  US  Con 
gress,  to  which  Morton  had  appealed  for  a  national  reward 
His ,  application  was  defeated  mainly  in  consequence  of 
cussion      °PP0Sltl0n-    But  notwithstanding  all  this  dis- 


It  was  not  until  1849 

that  Dr.  Crawford  Long  formally  put 
forward  his  claim  in  the  "  Southern  Surgical  and  Medical 
Journal."    This  certainly  seems  a  little  staggering,  for 
the  man  who  dare  venture  on  such  an  experiment  as  the 
production  of  a  coma  which  could  resist  the  surgeon's 
knife  must  have  possessed  no  ordinary  degree  of  courage. 
Mr.  Jacobs  says  Dr.  Long  "made  the  discovery  known  to 
the  students  in  his  office  and  to  practising  physicians  at 
Athens,  Georgia,  and  in  all  the  territory  surrounding." 
But  he  does  not  record  that  any  one  of  these  was  suffi- 
ciently impressed  to  adopt  the  process  himself.    "  He  was 
waiting  for  the  opportunity  of  testing  it  in  a  capital  opera- 
tion "  when  the  report  of  the  Boston  success  appeared. 
Afterwards,  when  Jackson  wanted  him  to  agree  to  a  joint 
claim  on  Congress  for  a  money  grant,  Dr.  Long  refused, 
saying  the  only  reward  he  wanted  was  to  be  considered  a 
benefactor  of  the  race.    Dr.  Long  is  stated  to  have  removed 
a  small  glandular  tumour  on  March  30,  1842 ;  amputated  a 
toe  on  July  3,  1842;  removed  a  tumour  from  the  head  on 
September  9,  1843 ;  and  amputated  a  finger  on  January  8, 
1845 ;  all  under  ether ;  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  shared 
in  the  introduction  of  ether  anaesthesia  to  the  world. 
Earlier  Anticipations 

of  every  great  discovery  are  always  forth- 
coming when  success  has  been  attained,  and  in  the  case- 
of  anaesthetics  previous  suggestions  are  numerous.  Simpson 
is  said  to  have  been  delighted  with  the  discovery  of  the 
following  quotation  from  a  play  called  "Women,  beware 
Women!  "  written  by  Middleton  in  1617  : 

I'll  imitate  the  pities  of  old  surgeons 
To  this  lost  limb—  who  ere  they  show  their  art 
Cast  us  asleep,  then  cut  the  diseased  part. 
Boccaccio  relates  that  in  his  time  (fourteenth  century)  the 
surgeon  Mazat  de  la  Montagne,  cf  the  School  of  Salerno, 
executed  no  operation  without  first  making  his  patient 
sleep  by  means  of  a  liquid  of  his  own  composition.  Sir 
Humphry  Davy  inhaled  nitrous-oxide  gas,  and  foresaw 
the  possibility  of  employing  it  in  operations  which  involved 
no  great  effusion  of  blood.  Faraday,  in  1830,  noted  the 
effect  of  ether  on  the  nervous  system,  which  he  described 
as  similar  to  that  of  nitrous-oxide  gas ;  and  Pereira,  in 
his  "Materia  Medica,"  has  a  long  paragraph  in  which  he 
refers  to  the  inhalation  of  the  vapour  of  ether.  "  If  the  air 
be  too  strongly  impregnated  with  ether,"  he  says,  "stupe- 
faction ensues."  Then  he  describes  two  cases  of  this 
stupefaction.  In  one  considerable  fears  were  entertained 
for  the  safety  of  the  patient;  in  the  other  "an  apoplectic 
condition,  which  continued  for  some  hours,  was  produced." 
This  is  quoted  from  the  second  edition  of  1842.  It  may- 
have  appeared  also  in  the  first  edition,  1839. 
The  Code  of  Pharmaceutical  Etiquette 

reported  last  week 
from  the  Duchy  of  Brunswick  is  the  logical  completion  of 
the  protected  system  of  pharmacy  which  prevails  in  Ger- 
many, Austria,  Russia,  Scandinavia,  and  Holland.  The 
preparation  of  medicine  correctly  is  of  such  importance  to 
the  community  that  the  State  undertakes  to  provide  the 
right  men,  and  the  proper  number  of  them  ;  not  too  many 
and  not  too  few.  As  they  are  not  salaried,  it  is  obvious  that 
they  must  be  taken  care  of.  It  would  frustrate  the  design 
it  one  in  a  city  were  to  attract  more  than  his  share  of  the 
custom.  How  they  prevent  a  good-looking,  well-groomed 
young  apotheker  from  becoming  extra  popular  with  lady 
clients  does  not  appear  ;  but  clearly  this  is  a  breach  of 
etiquette  in  effect  if  not  in   intent.;™       ti,„  ri„..™  


etiquette  in  effect  if  not  in  intention.  The  German 
apotheker  system  is  a  curious  meeting  of  the  ancient  guild 
idea  and  the  modern  socialistic  millennium.  Both  aim 
at  the  elimination  of  competition.  There  was  some  pur- 
pose in  the  exclusive  privileges,  perhaps,  in  the  davs  when 
medicines  were  more  mysterious  than  they  are  now, 
and  when  the  man  who  dispensed  them  also  compounded 
them.  But  the  reign  of  bezoars  and  triacles  and  holy  bitters 
is  over ;  and  it  is  quite  as  important  that  the  daily  bread 
and  milk  and  meat  should  be  pure  as  it  is  that  the  occa- 
sional physic  should  be  exact. 


406 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST  September  7,  1907 


"SAIMITAS  " 
DISINFECTANTS. 

" SANITAS  OKOL"  coefficiency  20  to  2-2*   >  ^ 

"  SANITAS  BACTOX"      ...        ,,  10    o  g  ? 

*  "  SANITAS  SPECIAL  FLUID "  „  7  to  8h  gig 
"  SANITAS  CREOCIDE "  ...  ,,  5  to  6  ?3» 
"SANITAS  SOLDIS "        ...        ,,  2'  5"  W 

*  N.B.— "  Sanitas  Fluid  "  is  the  Standard  Disinfectant 

for  all  Sick-room  and  Household  purposes. 

The  "SANITAS"  CO., 

LTD., 

LOCKSLEY  ST.,  LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 

C.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 

Chairman. 


WARRICK 

BROTHERS. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

48  Haymatket,    LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF   PHARMACEUTICAL   SPECIAI  ITIES 


FRENCH*CERMAN 

fROPR™jEDICINES 


PRiCE  LIST  on  APPLICATION.  LOWEST  PRICES. 

MUNN'S 

Genuine 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 

New  Season's  make.     Finest  Quality. 

/Lowest  price  on  application  to 

W.  A.  MUNN, 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery:  LONDON,  N.W. 


FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES. 

The  titles  "  Syr.  Hydrobrom."  and  ''Syr.  Hydrobror/i.  c  Strychnia" 

were  originated  by  us  in  the  year  1879  and  can  only  be  legitimately 
applied  to  FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES.  Legal  proceedings  will 
be  instituted  against  any  firm  or  person  dispensing:  or  offering  for 
sale  fraudulent  imitations  of  FLETCHERS'  SYRUPS. 


FLETCHER,  FLETCHER  (EL  CO.,  Ld.,  LONDON,  N. 


Ebitorial  Comments. 


"  Patents  "  for  Australia. 

The  Labour  party  in  the  Australian  Parliament  wants  the 
Government  to  prevent  "  the  importation  of  patent  and  pro- 
prietary medicines  without  a  full  description  of  their  com- 
ponent parts  being  stated  on  the  labels  or  boxes,"  and  Sir 
William  Lyne,  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  who  h 
Acting  Prime  Minister,  has  definitely  promised  that  if  the 
Government  has  no  power  under  the  present  law  to  deal 
with  the  matter  he  will  ask  Parliament  for  the  necessary 
power. 

The  foregoing  is  the  net  result  of  a  debate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  July  24,  when  Mr.  Thomas,  in  conse- 
quence of  dissatisfaction  with  replies  by  Sir  William  Lyne 
on  the  subject  (see  C.  dk  D.,  August  17,  p.  294,  and  August  31, 
p.  366),  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  A  debate 
which  lasted  an  hour  and  a  half  ensued,  when  Sir  William 
Lyne  somewhat  altered  his  tone,  and  stated,  in  replying  on 
the  question,  that  before  he  left  for  England  he  had  given 
instructions  for  an  amended  regulation,  which,  however,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General,  went  beyond  the  legal 
powers.  (This  is  the  regulation  of  November  1906  regarding 
alcoholic  and  toxic  medicines  to  which  we  refer  later.)  On 
July  11  Sir  William  made  the  following  addition  to  the 
regulation  : 

In  all  cases  the  goods  mentioned  should  bear  such  state- 
ment [as  to  the  ingredients. — Editor]  unless  there  is  good 
reason  why  the  secret  of  composition  should  not  be  disclosed. 

This  declaration  did  not  satisfy  the  Labour  party,  whose 
speakers  gradually  worked  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  round  to  the  definite  declaration  that  the  formulae 
of  patent  and  proprietary  medicines  should  be  given  on  the 
labels  thereof.  Exporters  who  are  directly  interested  in 
Australian  trade  should  note  that  this  is  not  an  accom- 
plished tact,  and  the  information  we  have  received  from  our 
Australian  office  shows  that  a  good  deal  has  to  happen  before 
it  can  be.  We  have  read  the  full  official  report  of  the  debate, 
ft  shows  that  the  speakers  (including  at  least  one  lawyer 
tnd  one  doctor)  were  unanimous  in  condemning  secret 
•emedies,  and  demanding  publication  of  their  formulae.  • 
Some  members  inferred  that  Sir  William  Lyne  had  broken 
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the  promise  which  he  gave  a  year  ago,  and  this  appears  to  be 
justified,  in  so  far  as  the  regulation  in  respect  to  medicines 
containing  alcohol  or  narcotic  substances  has  never  actually 
been  enforced,  as  we  indicate  later.  This  circumstance 
appears  to  have  instigated  the  present  movement,  and 
several  of  the  Labour  members  charged  Sir  William  Lyne 
with  "  climbing  down  "  in  consequence  of  the  action  taken 
by  proprietary  manufacturers  through  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  That  incident  is  still  fresh  in  the  memory, 
but  we  may  recall  the  fact  that  what  manufacturers  here 
strenuously  objected  to  was  placing  formulae  on  labels,  and 
the  Australian  regulation  did  not  require  this.  With  the 
alcohol  and  narcotic  rule  manufacturers  have  complied.  We 
now  gather  from  the  debate  that  the  regulation  has  not  been 
actually  enforced.  During  Sir  William  Lyne's  absence  in 
England  his  department  was  looked  after  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  who,  before  enforcing  the  regulation,  submitted  it 
to  the  Attorney-General.  The  latter  found  it  to  go  beyond 
the  powers  given  in  the  Commerce  Act,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly suspended.  No  intimation  of  this  fact  was  made  until 
the  debate,  and  until  July  11  Sir  William  Lyne  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  regulation  was  in  force.  That  has 
also  been  the  general  opinion.  Since  Sir  William  passed  the 
regulation  another  Commission  (Mr.  Octavius  Beale)  has 
been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  whole  question.  Of  this 
and  other  matters  which  have  occurred  during  the  present 
year  the  House  of  Representatives  appeared  to  be  lamentably 
ignorant,  and,  as  was  reported  last  week,  Sir  William  Lyne 
was  not  aware  of  the  terms  of  the  regulation  which  he  passed 
in  November  1906.  This  we  again  print  with  the  clause  (in 
italics)  now  added  to  it  : 

On  medicines  prepared  ready  for  use  and  containing  10  per 
cent,  or  more  of  ethyl  alcohol,  if  the  average  dose  recom- 
mended exceeds  one  teaspoonful  (sixty  minims),  the  trade- 
description  shall  set  out  the  proportion  or  quantity  of  proof 
spirit  in  the  medicine.  .  . 

On  medicines  prepared  ready  for  use,  and  containing  any 
of  the  following  drugs  (or  salts  or  derivatives  thereof )— viz., 
opium,  morphine,  cocaine,  heroin,  stramonium,  nux  vomica, 
cannabis  indica,  bromides,  sulphonal,  trional,  veronal, 
paraldehyde  or  any  synthetic  hypnotic  substance,  phena- 
zonum,  phenacetinum,  or  acetanilidum,  or  any  synthetic 
substance,  chloral  hydrate,  belladonna,  cotton-root,  ergot, 
or  any  abortifacient,  the  trade-description  shall  set  out  the 
names  of  all  such  drugs  so  contained. 

In  all  such  cases  the  goods  mentioned  should  bear  such 
'  statement,  unless  there  is  good  reason  why  the  secret  com- 
position should  not  be  disclosed. 

The  additional  clause  appears  to  make  the  regulation  prac- 
tically inoperative,  but  we  observe  that  the  "Melbourne 
Argus  "  published  on  July  29  a  statement  in  which  it  was 
said  that  "  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Minister  of 
Customs  to  ensure  that  every  patent  medicine  imported  into 
Australia  shall  show  on  the  label  the  various  drugs  and 
materials  of  which  the  medicine  is  composed.  This  is  being 
done  under  the  authority  of  the  Commerce  Act."  We  think 
the  "Argus"  is  wrong,  for  the  Commerce  Act  gives  no 
<such  power.  Our  contemporary  probably  means  that  the 
1906  regulation  above  quoted  is  now  being  enforced.  The 
Customs  chemists  in  Australia  have  been  examining  many 
proprietary  medicines,  and  some  have  been  stopped — appa- 
rently because  they  have  been  regarded  as  injurious  to 
ikealth.    The  "  Argus  "  states  that 

One  contained  thirty  drugs  each  of  which  is  used  in  about 
■twelve  ailments.  The  medicines  were  hereupon  boomed  as 
a  cure  for  all  these  360  diseases.  The  manufacturers  are 
forbidden  to  import  the  medicine  until  they  prove  to  the 
Customs  that  it  will  do  all  that  it  is  alleged  to  do.  On 
inquiry  as  to  what  medicine  this  was  we  were  told  that  no 
information  could  be  given. 

Tn  the  face  of  wild  statements  like  this  it  is  not  surprising 
that  Labour  members  of  Parliament  should  have  become 
excited,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  they  did  not  take  a  broader 
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view  of  the  interests  involved.  Some  members  frankly 
admitted  that  the  regulations  which  may  be  made  will  not 
apply  to  the  manufacture  of  medicines  in  Australia  ;  a 
beginning,  they  think,  should  be  made  with  imported 
things,  which,  it  was  assumed,  are  most  dangerous  to  public 
health.  If  any  regulation  Sir  William  Lyne  formulates 
will  not  apply  to  articles  made  in  Australia,  it  would  be 
easy  for  the  manufacturers  of  articles  objected  to  to  make 
them  in  Australia.  This  would  perhaps  please  the  Labour 
members,  but  what  about  the  public  health  ? 


The  Customs  Revenue. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  for  the  financial 
year  ended  March  31,  1907,  has  been  issued,  and  as 
usual  contains  a  number  of  interesting  matters.  The 
net  revenue  collected  amounted  to  32,894,636/.,  being 
664.636/.,  or  2.6  per  cent.,  more  than  the  Budget  estimate 
and  1,590,184/.,  or  4.6  per  cent.,  less  than  the  net  yield  for 
1905-6.  The  amount  paid  into  the  Exchequer  was 
32,930,000/.,  or  1,545,000/.  less  than  in  1905-6,  this  being 
mainly  due  to  the  reduction  in  the  tea  and  tobacco  duties 
and  the  abolition  of  the  export  tax  on  coal.  It  may  be 
pointed  out  that  this  latter  duty  ceased  on  November  1, 
1906,  and  the  yield  during  the  seven  months  of  1906-7,  when 
it  was  in  force,  was  1,494,777/.,  while  from  its  imposition  on 
April  19,  1901,  to  its  cessation  the  duty  yielded  11,086,650?. 
The  receipts  from  chicory  were  practically  the  same  as  in 
the  previous  year — 48,550/.  Cocoa  yielded  246,990/.,  being 
26,110/.  less,  this  being  due  to  short  crops  ;  and  cocoa-butter, 
of  which  489,240  lb.  was  retained  for  home  consumption, 
against  659,718  lb.  in  1905-6,  yielded  2,039/.,  or  714/.  less. 
The  revenue  from  coffee  was  the  lowest  recorded  during 
the  past  five  years,  being  only  175,216/.  Dried  fruit  duties 
show  the  slight  decrease  of  7,867/.,  the  contribution  being 
467,319/.  As  regards  the  duties  on  foreign  spirits,  the  net 
yield  was  4,032,402/.,  as  compared  with  3,724,357/.  in  1905-6, 
an  increase  of  308,045/.,  or  8.2  per  cent.  Practically  all  the 
sub  headings  contributed  to  this  advance,  but  the  chief 
gains  were  from  nun  (183,274/.),  foreign  grain  spirits 
(96,673/.),  and  brandy  (22,276/.).  There  was  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  quantities  of  foreign  plain  spirits  delivered 
for  home  consumption,  this  being  due  to  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  the  German  product.  In  view  of  the  interest  shown 
in  industrial  alcohol  at  the  present  time,  the  following 
against  65s. 718  lb.  in  1905-6,  yielded  2,039/.,  or  714/.  less, 
import  figures  for  plain  spirits  may  be  quoted  : 


Years 
(Calendar* 

From 
Germany 

From 
other 
Countries 

Total 

Average 
Declared 
Value  of 
German 
Spirit 
per  Pf.  Gal. 

Pf.  Gals. 

Pf.  Gals. 

Pf.  Gals. 

d. 

1902 

3,089,909 

94,820 

3  184,729 

6.87 

1903 

1.808,769 

98,330 

1,907,099 

8.56 

1904 

338,836 

126,877 

465,713 

14.25 

1905 

186,934 

52,331 

239,  -  65 

18.41 

180S 

419,438 

31,670 

451,108 

11.35 

The  imports  of  perfumed  spirit  for  home  consumption  were 
37,927  liquid  gals,  (duty,  34,612/.),  against  37,217  liquid 
gals,  (duty  33,900/.)  in  1905-6,  and  the  amount  imported  for 
methylating  and  use  in  arts  and  manufactures  was  only 
5,119  pf.  gals.,  against  3,413  pf.  gals,  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  revenue  from  sugar  in  1906-7  exceeded  that  collected  in 
any  year  since  the  duty  was  re-imposed,  and  amounted  to 
6,250,834/.,  as  compared  with  6,177,953/.  in  1905-6,  an  in- 
crease of  72,881/.,  or  1  per  cent.  The  manufacture  of  glucose 
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in  this  country  is  progressing,  as  the  excise  duty  received 
advanced  from  89,496/.  in  1905-6  to  101,361/.  in  1906-7,  and 
on  British-made  saccharin  the  yield  advanced  from  13,144/. 
in  1905-6  to  15,480/.  in  1906-7.  The  net  amount  of  duty 
paid  on  saccharin  and  saccharin  mixtures  was  37,957/.,  the 
quantity  charged  with  duty  for  home  consumption  being 
607,309  oz.  The  quantity  of  molasses  delivered  on  draw- 
back or  free  of  duty  for  use  in  distilleries  shows  a  slight 
decrease,  being  1,023,140  cwt.,  against  1,033,793  cwt.  There 
was  a  marked  advance  of  consumption  and  activity  in  tea 
imports  and  exports  in  1906-7,  the  figures  being  the  largest  on 
record.  The  net  duty  received  was  5,588,288/.,  as  compared 
with  6,814,908/.  in  1905-6.  This  decrease  was  wholly  due 
to  the  reduction  in  the  rate  of  duty  from  6c/.  to  5c/.  per  lb., 
which  came  into  force  on  May  14,  1906.  The  revenue  from 
tobacco  showed  a  slight  decrease  (0.6  per  cent.),  the  amount 
being  13,295,803/.,  as  compared  with  13,380,878/.  This  was 
due  to  a  change  in  the  duty  on  "  strips,"  and  in  some  degree 
to  postponed  payments  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  There 
is  little  change  in  the  yield  of  duties  on  minor  articles  such 
as  those  given  below  : 


Yield 

Yield 

of  Dutv 

of  Duty 

1906  ' 

1907 

£ 

£ 

Chloroform   

30 

48 

Collodion   

4 

8 

Acetic  ether   

209 

269 

Butyric  ether  

487 

528 

Sulphuric  ether   

131 

88 

Ethyl  bromide  

2 

5 

Ethyl  chloride  

422 

140 

Ethyl  iodide   

1 

2 

Soap,  transparent   

77 

80 

Tamarinds  in  syrup,  of  which  1,519  cwt.  was  charged  with 
duty,  contributed  79/.,  14,230  cwt.  of  soy  yielded  718/., 
and  642  cwt.  of  Nestle  s  Milk  Food  47/.  The  report  gives 
details  of  the  operations  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act, 
from  which  it  appears  1,479  consignments  were  detained, 
of  which  751  were  released  upon  the  proper  qualification  or 
removal  of  the  objectionable  marks.  Among  the  nine  cases 
of  seized  goods,  in  which  it  was  considered  that  false  marks 
had  been  applied  with  fraudulent  intent,  was  one  of  soap 
from  Holland  marked  "  Old  Brown  Windsor,  London." 
There  were  also  a  few  seizures  for  infringement  of  the 
registered  trade  marks  of  British  manufacturers  who  have 
registered  their  marks  at  the  Customs  Department.  Finally, 
it  may  be  noted  that  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in 
smuggling  during  the  year,  over  three  thousand  persons 
being  fined,  the  penalties  amounting  to  4,400/. 


Co-operation  in  Pharmacy. 

A  somewhat  interesting  and  possibly  far-reaching  incident 
is  now  claiming  the  attention  of  German  apothekers,  as  it 
appears  likely  to  affect  the  greater  majority  in  a  specially 
vulnerable  spot — viz.,  their  pocket.  To  grasp  the  situation 
it  should  be  stated  that  two  years  ago  a  limited  liability 
company  was  formed  by  a  number  of  apothekers  under  the 
name  of  "  Handelsgesellschaft  Deutsche!  Apotheker  "  to  buy 
pharmaceutical  preparations  in  large  quantities  and  sell 
them  to  the  members,  the  profits  derived  being  divided 
among  them.  The  undertaking  has  up  to  now  proved  a 
success.  In  April  the  Committee  of  the  Apotheker  Verein 
sent  a  circular  to  all  manufacturers  and  wholesale  houses, 
requesting  them  to  abstain  from  dealing  directly  with 
doctors,  sick  clubs,  hospitals,  sanatoriums,  and  private  per- 


sons, and  requiring  them  to  sign  a  declaration  to  this  effect. 
Some  twenty,  mostly  the  smaller  firms,  did  so.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Unions  of  pharmaceutical  wholesalers  and 
of  manufacturers  of  specialities,  representing  about  a 
hundred  firms,  refused,  and  gave  their  reasons  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

The  firms  in  question  have  up  to  now  avoided  intruding 
into  the  business  area  of  their  clients,  and  have  volun- 
tarily refrained  from  competing  with  the  apotheker;  but 
to  sign  a  declaration  to  this  effect  would  mean  restricting 
their  business  in  a  way  they  could  not  agree  to.  The  con- 
sideration which  up  to  now  has  been  shown  to  certain 
clients  can  naturally  only  be  continued  to  those  mho  remain 
faithful  to  their  wholesalers,  and  not  to  those  who  try  to  do 
without  them,  as  has  been  the  recently  prevalent  tendency. 
In  the  same  way  as  the  apothekers  do,  the  wholesalers  will 
also  arrange  their  business  methods  to  suit  their  own 
interests  and  the  legal  demands.  This  line  of  conduct  is 
all  the  more  justified  by  the  fact  that  the  proposed  new 
pharmacy  law,  as  well  as  the  co-operativo  institutions 
inaugurated  by  the  apothekers  in  increasing  numbers,  will 
lead  to  a  different  mode  of  dealing  between  wholesalers  and 
pharmacists. 

The  significance  of  the  threat  implied  in  this  statement 
is  perhaps  not  apparent  to  outsiders,  but  is  embodied  in  the 
sentence  which  we  have  italicised.  The  fact  is  that  many 
an  apotheker  has  a  long  account  outstanding  with  ins  whole- 
saler, and  the  unexpected  demand  to  settle  the  same 
promptly  would  cause  little  less  than  a  catastrophe.  Besides, 
many  holders  of  pharmacy  concessions  owe  their  independ- 
ence to  the  good  will  of  wholesalers,  who  have  advanced 
them  money  to  fit  up  or  take  over  their  pharmacies.  Judging 
from  the  alarmed  note  on  this  question  struck  in  many  com- 
munications to  our  German  contemporaries,  it  is  easy  to 
infer  that  the  "smart"  action  of  the  Apotheker  Verein, 
coupled  with  the  irritation  caused  to  wholesalers  by  the 
formation  of  co-operative  circles  by  apothekers,  is  creating 
a  considerable  feeling  of  uneasiness  as  to  who  is  to  pay  the 
piper  in  the  event  of  "  throuble."  The  root  of  the  matter 
is  in  some  respects  parallel  to  the  buying  sections  which 
exist  in  this  country,  and  the  incident  shows  one  of  the  re- 
sults which  inevitably  follow  co-operative  schemes  of  manu- 
facture and  trading.  So  far  (except  in  a  few  cases  which  have 
been  attended  with  financial  disaster)  such  schemes  have 
only  existed  in  England  on  paper,  and  little  consideration 
has  been  given  by  the  promoters  to  the  trade  obligations  of 
those  whose  support  would  be  relied  upon,  and  less  con- 
sideration to  the  opposition  which  would  have  to  be  met. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  unprofitable  to  note  the  results  of  co- 
operative trading  among  retail  pharmacists  in  Germany, 
where  pharmaceutical  conditions  are  believed  to  be  infinitely 
better  than  in  this  country,  although  the  most  enterprising 
German  apothekers  do  not  think  so,  and  would  rather  have 
the  freedom  which  we  enjoy. 


Pink  Quinine. 

We  print  in  our  correspondence  columns  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Grant  Burls,  C.S.I.,  of  the  India  Office,  intimating 
that  the  Governor-General  of  India  in  Council  has,  by 
order,  prohibited  the  importation  into  India  of  quinine 
which  is  coloured  pink,  the  reason  being  that  the  quinine 
sulphate  supplied  by  the  Government  factories  is  pink, 
and  it  is  desired  to  maintain  this  distinction  "as  a 
guarantee  of  its  purity."  The  letter  also  states  that  "  the 
pink  colouring  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  trade-mark.' 
The  order  does  not,  we  believe,  impose  any  hardship  upon 
exporters  from  this  country.  Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  inform  us  that  they  have  on  many  occasions  supplied 
pink  quinine  to  various  Government  departments,  and 
have  occasionally  had  inquiries  for  it  from  private  sources, 
which  they  have  always  refused  to  execute  on  the  ground 
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that  pink  quinine  is  "as  distinctive  a  Government  mark 
as  the  broad  arrow."  Mr.  Thomas  Whiffen  also  states 
that  the  demand  from  India  for  pink-tinted  quinine,  other 
than  for  Government  purposes,  is  very  small  indeed.  It 
seems,  therefore,  that  the  order  will  entail  no  hardship, 
but  objection  must  be  made  to  the  dictum  that  the  pink- 
tint  is  a  guarantee  of  purity.  This  leaves  the  inference 
that  quinine  which  is  not  pink  is  not  pure.  It  is  a  matter 
of  convenience  merely  that  Government  quinine  is  pink ; 
the  colour  was  originally  introduced  to  prevent  peculation 
from  army  medical  stores ;  and  so  long  as  that  condition 
alone  is  the  reason  for  the  colour,  manufacturers  and  sellers 
of  quinine  will  adhere  to  the  white. 

The  Otto=of-Rose  Market. 

We  are  not  disposed  to  follow  in  invective  the  various 
correspondents  who  write  to  us  from  Bulgaria  criticising  the 
reports  which  we  have  published  from  our  correspondent 
there  regarding  the  otto-of-rose  crop.  The  translation 
which  we  print  to-day  of  a  report  by  an  independent  Bul- 
garian journal  corroborates — if  corroboration  had  been 
needed — our  correspondent's  figures.  These  were  submitted 
to  show  that  there  was  no  justification  for  the  rumours 
early  in  the  season  that  the  crop  was  a  famine  one,  or  so 
short  as  to  justify  the  high  prices  which  were  then  placed 
upon  otto.  That  the  crop  is  short  of  last  year's  has  been 
repeatedly  stated  in  our  Trade  Report,  and  the  figures 
given  have  so  far  justified  the  opinion  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  a  panic.  Those  who  are  opposed  to  our  cor- 
respondent's views  on  the  situation  have  had  opportunity 
of  stating  their  case,  and  we  are  not  surprised  that  some  of 
these  show  bitter  personal  feeling.  Freed  from  this,  how- 
ever, their  case  is  fairly  stated  in  our  Correspondence 
columns  this  week,  and  now  that  this  is  done,  buyers  have 
the  opportunity  of  judging  for  themselves  whether  or  not  it 
has  been  wise  to  wait  a  calm  condition  of  the  market.  This 
reduces  the  controversy  to  the  essential  point ;  without  our 
notes  of  caution  the  market  might  weeks  ago  have  been  in  an 
excited  condition,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  no 
evidence  that  the  supply  of  otto  would  be  inadequate  to  the 
demand. 

The  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia. 

We  have  now  obtained  confirmation  of  a  statement  re- 
ceived from  our  Yokohama  correspondent  a  fortnight  ago 
to  the  effect  that  enforcement  of  the  new  Japanese  Phar- 
macopoeia has  been  further  postponed.  Writing  on  July  20 
he  said  : 

It  is  hoped  that  the  English  translation  of  the  Ph. J.  will 
be  ready  in  August.  Owing  to  the  delay  in  the  preparation 
of  a  translation,  the  enforcement  of  the  standards  and  tests, 
etc.,  of  the  new  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia  will  be  postponed 
till  the  end  of  next  year. 

A  correspondent  in  Osaka  sends  us  similar  information  (see 
p.  399),  and  it  appears  that  pharmacists  there  were  so 
jubilant  about  the  matter  that  they  had  a  festive  meeting  to 
celebrate  it.  A  considerable  sum  was  involved,  the  stocks  of 
the  old  Pharmacopoeia  products  being  valued  at  300,000/. 
Such  articles  will  continue  to  be  capable  of  official  testing  up 
to  June  30,  1908.  This  may  be  regarded  as  a  consummation 
of  the  efforts  started  by  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  early 
this  year.  Our  Japanese  confreres  promptly  took  the  matter 
up  and  co-operated,  while  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  gave  effect  to  representations 
which  we  addressed  to  him,  and  the  question  put  by  Mr. 
Goddard  Clarke,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  by  appeal- 
ing to  the  Japanese  Government  to  postpone  the  imposition 
of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  standards  upon  imported  drugs 
and  chemicals. 


The  End  of  the  Truce. 

E'en  rhetoricians  weary 

As  we  flee  their  clamorous  din  : 
They  have  gentle  ruth 
For  the  Lie  and  the  Truth 

When  the  Summer  Days  begin. 

When  the  Winter  fades  into  verdant  Spring 

And  hazy  memories  lightly  cling 

To  a  Nightmare  Past  when  the  nights  were  spent 

In  speech,  or  song,  or  compliment, 

Or  much  else  still — less  pleasant  oft — 

When  some  spake  low,  and  others  coughed, 

At  a  talk  of  Benefits  Forgot 

(And  some  said,  "  Good  !  "  and  others,  "  Rot !  ")  ; 
When  the  Winter  fades  into  verdant  Spring, 
Then  a  Truce  to  Speech  it  needs  must  bring. 

When  the  Spring  gives  place  to  the  Summer-time, 
And  the  village-bells  have  a  soulful  chime, 
Then  the  Chemist  makes  for  the  open  field, 
To  pick  the  flower,  or  the  bat  to  wield, 
Or  mounts  the  Char-a-banc's  dizzy  seat, 
Or  hunts  the  Trout  in  his  damp  retreat, 
Or  basks  by  the  waves  on  the  shingly  shore, 
And  forgets  his  Wrongs  for  a  week  or  more. 
When  the  Spring  gives  place  to  the  Summer-time, 
There's  a  truce  to  Eloquence  unsublime. 

But  when  Summer  fades  into  Autumn  sere, 
We're  possessed  once  more  of  the  Haunting  Fear ; 
We  shrink  from  the  Tide  of  Talk  to  come 
When  the  Session  starts  ;  we  are  stricken  dumb 
With  a  dank  despair,  and  our  life-blood  curds 
At  the  Ocean  of  Words,  and  Words,  and  Words, 
That  we  see  in  the  future  before  us  spread, 
And  Sheaves  of  "  copy,"  the  papers  read  ; 
For  when  Summer  fades  into  Autumn  sere, 
It  shows  that  the  Winter  Session's  near  ! 

For  Orators  un-weary , 

Ne'er  still  their  clamorous  din, 

Nor  s7ww  good  ruth 

For  the  Lie  or  the  Truth, 
When  the  Winter  Days  begin. 

Poisons  in  Ireland. 

The  report  of  the  Registrar-General  for  Ireland  for  1906 
is  available,  and  interests  pharmacists  in  respect  to  the 
deaths  that  have  been  caused  from  poisons  and  poisonous 
vapours.  There  are  fifty-five  cases  recorded,  forty-three  of 
males  and  twelve  of  females.  Under  the  head  of  poisons  are 
included  alcohol,  ptomaines,  and  poisonous  gases,  the  deaths 
from  these  being  twenty.  If  these  non-pharma- 
ceutical poisons — we  use  the  term  in  the  sense  that 
such  poisons  are  not  obtained  from  a  chemist's 
shop — are  deducted,  it  leaves  thirty-five  cases.  If, 
again,  one  deducts  two  deaths  from  yew-tree  leaves, 
three  from  lead-poisoning,  and  one  from  chloro- 
form used  in  a  surgical  operation,  the  total  is  further  re- 
duced to  twenty-nine.  Of  the  twenty-nine  cases  nineteen 
were  due  to  accident  and  ten  were  suicides.  The  estimated 
population  of  Ireland  in  1906  was  4,388,006,  and  it  will 
be  conceded  that  a  death-rate  of  about  seven  per  million 
from  poison  is  a  tribute  to  the  care  with  which  poisons 
are  handled  in  that  country.  Six  of  the  poisons  mentioned 
as  having  been  employed  are  unscheduled.  It  may  also 
be  noted  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  ether,  which  is 
a  scheduled  poison  in  Ireland.  The  Registrar-General  calls 
attention  to  the  large  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  in 
Ireland — 24.4  per  cent.,  as  against  1.6  per  cent,  in  England 
and  Wales  and  2.4  in  Scotland — the  matter  being  of  grave 
importance  to  the  public  and  the  medical  profession.  Tuber- 
culosis continues  to  make  havoc  among  the  population  of 
Ireland.  Of  the  total  of  74,427  deaths  in  1906,  11,756  were 
due  to  tuberculosis. 
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Bu\nno  anfc  Selling, 

By  Jay  Mack. 


ANY  complaints  ?  "  says  the  the  big  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  officer  to  the  lonely  squatter  in  the  backwoods 
as  he  makes  his  monthly  call.  We  have  all  seen  the  photo- 
graph in  the  advertisements  of  Canada,  and  it  calls  up  to 
the  mind  the  fact  that  the  big  man  on  the  big  horse  is  a 
messenger  from  some  big  organisation  which  takes  a  note 
of  complaints  and  removes  the  cause.  The  squatter  knows 
it,  and  welcomes  the  visits  from  a  Government  which  does 
everything  to  help  the  man  who  is  ready  and  willing  to  help 
himself. 

So  much  for  Canada. 

Now,  let  us  look  at  our  central  organisation  and  ask  what 
it  really  has  done  or  is  doing  to  remove  our  complaints,  for 
the  history  of  complaints  is  the  history  of  every  trade — 
every  country  even — and  when  these  complaints  are  not 
removed  trouble  follows;  for  instance,  "the  Disruption" 
in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  the  "Wesley"  split  in  the 
Church  of  England,  or,  to  go  further  back,  the  War  of  In- 
dependence in  U.S.A.  There  are  few  reasonable  men  to-day 
who  will  deny  that  had  these  complaints  been  met  (as  they 
ought  to  have  been)  in  a  reasonable  spirit  then,  to  take 
"  Wesley's  "  case  as  an  example,  there  would  have  been  no 
such  thing  as  "  Wesleyanism  "  in  1907. 

Who,  then,  will  venture  to  deny  that  had  our  central 
organisation,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  grappled,  even 
ten  years  ago,  with  the  trade  complaints  in  the  light  of  the 
following  facts,  then  long  ere  now  we  could  have  found  a 
solution  of  the  still  greater  complaints  of  paying  too  much 
for  our  goods  and  having  to  sell  them  (to  compete)  for  too 
£mall  a  margin  of  profit.    The  facts  are  : 

1.  The  doctor  had  left  nine-tenths  of  us  for  good. 

2.  The  standard  we  were  forcing  on  all  was  only  applic- 
able to  a  few. 

3.  The  presence  of  companies  and  co-operative  stores  was 
a  great  economic  upheaval,  and  was  here  to  stop. 

4.  The  scaring  away  of  our  cheap  apprentice  labour  by 
attempting  to  "professionalise"  the  trade  was  a  nail  in 
our  own  coffins. 

The  Society  did  not  so  help  us  ten  years  ago,  and  I  shall 
show  that  even  the  Parliamentary  action  they  have  taken  in 
1907  was  not  only  "  no  help  "  to  us  at  all,  but  by  its  very 
absurdity  it  helped  the  other  side,  who  desire  a  sort  of 
free  trade  in  poisons. 

In  1868  we  were  created  by  Parliament  to  dispense  for 
the  doctors  and  to  retail  poisons,  but  as  the  retailing  of 
poisons  is  even  now  (including  the  sale  of  patents  like  Kay's 
essence,  Winslow's,  etc.)  only  about  5  per  cent,  of  the 
takings  of  big  businesses  in  the  centre  of  towns,  and  1  per 
cent,  to  2g  per  cent,  in  smaller  shops,  the  profits  from  that 
head  are  scarce  worth  considering,  and  the  dispensing  was 
really  the  only  profitable  part  assigned  to  us  by  Act  of 
Parliament. 

The  Charter 

outlined  our  Society  and  its  forms  of  procedure  and  general 
management,  and,  if  changes  were  needed,  then  the  charter 
provides  that  such  would  be  considered  and,  presumably, 
altered  through  the  Privy  Council. 

Actually  such  changes  have  been  arranged.  Have  not  the 
Minor  examination-fees  been  altered  from  3Z.  3s.  to  51.  5s., 
and,  lastly,  to  101.  10  s.  ?  Has  not  the  Preliminary  examina- 
tion been  dropped  ?  Has  not  the  embargo  been  removed 
which  formerly  prevented  Minor  men  being  elected  to  the 
Council  ?  Then,  please,  drop  all  the  twaddle  about  this  or 
that  "not  being  in  accordance  with  the  Society's  charter," 
and  ask  yourselves  these  questions  : 

1.  If  the  Privy  Council  let  us  alter  fees,  would  they  not 
have  permitted  us  to  divide  the  Minor? 

2.  If  it  had  been  shown  to  the  Privy  Council  that  the 
trend  of  the  times  needed  cheap  labour  as  well  aB  skilled 
labour,  would  they  not  have  allowed  us  to  retain  our  Pre- 
liminary or  even  to  have  reduced  the  fees  of  that  and  the 
Minor? 

Ask  yourself  the  questions  ;  don't  try  to  get  out  of  it.  I  say 
that  the  Privy  Council  would  most  certainly  have  allowed 
us  to  effect  these  changes  ten  years  ago  if  we  had  asked. 

Then  why  have  we  not  men  on  the  Council  who  admit 
now  that  it  should  have  been  done  ? 


Simply  because  the  men  who  saw  these  changes  were 
needed  were  either  too  busy  or  too  careless  to  bother  about 
the  Council. 

Remember  that  up  to  about  1899  no  Minor  man  could  be 
a  candidate  for  the  Council.  That  settled  it ;  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  select  few,  and  even  when  it  was  thrown  open  to 
Minor  men  I  do  not  believe  that  half  of  the  chemists  even 
knew  about  that  change  at  the  time,  certainly  not  much 
more  than  half  ever  bother  to  vote  at  this  present  day. 

If  you  go  into  the  matter  in  any  big  town  or  city  you  will 
find  that — ■ 

1.  All  the  company  men  as  a  rule  stand  aloof  (even  in- 
cluding companies  founded  by  bona-fide  chemists). 

2.  The  big  chemists  who  compete  with  companies  and 
stores  also  take  little  notice  of  the  Society:  they  go  to  the 
annual  local  dinner  perhaps,  pay  their  subscription,  and 
let  it  go  at  that. 

The  Society  set  themselves  up  on  a  perch,  and  busy  business- 
men were  not  likely  to  waste  valuable  time  on  hopeless 
argument. 

Monopoly  will  Go. 

The  plain  facts  cannot  be  gainsaid.  We  were  given  a 
monopoly  in  1868  ;  in  1880  the  doctors  decided  to  do  without 
us  ;  our  monopoly  since  then  has  been  a  white  elephant  .  But 
the  Society  clung  to  the  hope  that  the  doctors  would  alter 
their  ways  ;  hence  the  powers  that  be  are  only  beginning  to 
admit  that  it  seems  time  something  was  done. 

Hitherto  the  whole  aim  has  been  to  get  back  the  monopoly 
of  dispensing,  and  the  Society's  Pharmacy  Bill  really 
is  a  last  forlorn  attempt  at  the  impossible  and  unattainable. 
It  always  has  been  half-heartedly  worked,  because,  I 
suppose,  the  Privy  Council  officials  have  never  concealed 
the  fact  that  the  changes  in  the  times  were  well  known  to 
them  (the  Privy  Council)  ;  in  fact,  it  must  be  only  those  men 
who  are  wilfully  blind,  and  who  will  not  see  from  the 
evidence  of  the  Committee  on  Poisons,  that  the  Govern- 
ment (both  Tory  and  Liberal)  think  a  Poison  Bill  of  their 
own  is  needed,  and,  from  the  quite  openly  expressed  views 
of  Privy  Council  officials  and  men  like  Lord  Crewe,  that  we 
are  tending  towards  a  very  great  change  in  the  drug-trade 
and  a  restriction  in  the  old  monopoly. 

So  we  can  take  it  that  the  question  of  buying  has  been 
solved  by  the  busy  business-men  themselves,  even  though 
they  have  neglected  to  take  any  share  in  the  Council,  or  even 
to  impress  their  views  on  the  trade  to  any  great  extent.  The 
question  of  selling  they  have  also  solved  so  far  as  getting  a 
big  trade,  but  their  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that  they 
cannot  get  assistants  to  help  them,  because  the  Minor  ex- 
amination is  absolutely  useless  to  prepare  men  for  present- 
day  needs,  and  they  cannot  get  apprentices,  because  the 
class  of  boys  presenting  themselves  are  neither  education- 
ally nor  financially  able  to  undertake  the  high  standard  of 
education  and  fees  demanded. 

Hence  we  now  have  drug-stores,  and  we  deserve  it. 
There  is  no  use  in  busy  men  now  grumbling  at  the  increas- 
ing number  of  porters  who  blossom  out  into  owners  of  drug- 
stores ;  they  ought  to  have  seen  that  this  would  be  the  result 
of  ten  years  of  70  per  cent,  failures  to  pass  our  absurd 
Minor. 

One  big  chemist  said  to  me,  "These  drug-stores  don't 
do  much  as  a  rule,  but  the  sum  total  in  any  district  would 
be  a  good  lot,  and  would  otherwise  come  to  chemists." 
When  I  suggested  to  him  that  he  ought  to  stand  for  the 
Council,  ah  !  that  was  a  different  story  ;  he  was  too  busy, 
it  took  him  all  his  time  to  look  after  his  own  business,  he  did 
not  believe  in  writing  letters  to  the  trade  papers,  and  so  on. 
One  remembers  a  like  case  in  the  Bible  where  "  they  were 
full  of  excuses." 

Busy  Men's  Neglect. 

I  wonder  how  many  busy  men  have  time  to  think  that  if 
our  examination-system  was  reasonable  and  suitable  to  our 
needs  we  would  be  able  to  push  on  our  young  lads  ?  They 
would  then  be  able,  reasonably  and  cheaply,  to  get  quali- 
fied, and  if  the  examination  was  on  the  excellent  lines 
suggested  by  such  men  as  Mr.  Sargeant,  of  Leeds,  then  our 
busy  chemists  would  have  good  assistants,  who  were  a  real 
help  instead  of,  at  present,  a  very  real  hindrance. 

Ask  that  question  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  the  answer 
will  be,  "  The  terms  of  the  charter  do  not  allow  us  to  do  so. 
Granted  ;  but  how  comes  it  that  the  fees  have  been  altered . 
Ah,  that's  another  story. 
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practical  IRotcs  ano  formula*. 


Calomel  Injection. 

As  a  uasis  for  calomel  injection  (used  in  syphilis)  Dr. 
Allaire  ("  Nouveau  Remedes")  recommends  palmitine  pre- 
pared from  palm  oil.  It  does  not  become  rancid,  easily 
saponifies  in  the  body,  and  is  readily  absorbed.  A  little 
guaiacoloid  (a  combination  in  molecular  proportions  of 
guaiacol  and  camphor)  is  added  to  the  injection. 

Solubilities  in  Glycerin. 

M.  Ossendowski  ("C.  R.  Soc.  Chim.  Russ."),  using  re- 
distilled glycerin  obtained  by  the  saponification  of  nut-oil, 
has  obtained  the  following  solubility  factors.  One  hundred 
parts  of  glycerin  (by  weight)  at  15°-16°  C.  dissolve  : 


at  tfoc  Counter. 


Ammonium  carbonate  20.00 
Ammonium  chloride  ..  20.06 
Barium  chloride       ...  9.73 

Borax    _  60.00 

Boric  acid   11.0 

Benzoic  acid   10.21 

Iodine    2.0 

Potassium  arsenate  ...  50.13 
Potassium  iodide  ...  39.72 
Potassium  cyanide  ...  31.84 
Potassium  chloride  ...  3.72 
Potassium  chlorate  ...  3.54 
Sodium  carbonate  ...  98.3 
Sodium  arsenate      ...  50.0 


Sodium  bicarbonate 
Calcium  sulphate 
Copper  acetate 
Copper  sulphate 

Tannin   

Mercuric  chloride 
Zinc  chloride  ... 
Zinc  iodide 
Zinc  sulphate  ... 
Sulphur 
Phosphorus 
Oxalic  acid 
Quinine 


.06 

.17 

.0 

.30 

.83 

.00 

87 
.78 

18 
.14 

25 

10 
.47 


Liquid  Soap. 

Mr.  I.  V.  S.  Stanislaus  gave  the  following  formulae  for 
liquid  soap  in  a  communication  to  the  Pennsylvania  Phar- 
maceutical Association.  The  products  are  stated  to  be 
satisfactory  and  economical  : 

I. 

Linseed  oil   300  grams 

Place  in  a  large  and  strong  bottle,  and  add — 

Potassium  hydroxide    61  grams 

previously  dissolved  in — 

Alcohol    100  grams 

Distilled  water    150  grams 

Shake  during  twenty-four  hours  or  until  completely  saponi- 
fied, and  add — 


Alcohol   

Distilled  water   

Oil  of  bergamot, 
Oil  of  orange, 
Oil  of  cassia, 

Oil  of  spearmint,  of  each  .. 

II. 


200  grams 
200  grams 


2  grams 


Potassium  carbonate    120  grains 

Dissolve  in — 

Diluted  alcohol    12  oz. 

and  add — 

Soft  soap    6  oz. 

Digest  in  a  warm  place  over  night,  then  add— 

Diluted  alcohol  to  make   32  oz. 

After  standing  twenty-four  hours  filter,  and  add— 

Soluble  blue   2  grains 

Oil  of  cassia, 

Oil  of  lavender,  of  each   30  minims 

Huile  de  Cale  Emulsion. 

Huile  de  Cade,  much  used  as  a  medicament  in  skin  dis- 
eases, is  difficult  to  prepare  in  a  form  which  can  be  readily 
diffused  in  the  water  used  for  baths.  Mibelli  has  devised 
the  following  emulsion,  which  he  states  overcomes  this 
difficulty— when  added  to  water  the  emulsion  mixes  per- 
fectly.  The  formula  is  : 

Huile  de  Cade    67  grams 

Resin   11.1  grams 

f.n£Iix.£o!heat,t<}  effect  solution;  let  the  mixture  cool  to 
OU  or  70°  O,  and  then  add  with  gentle  shaking— 

Caustic-soda  solution  (20°  B.)  ...    21.9  grams 

The  product  is  a  semi-transparent  emulsion  which  does  not 
separate. 


"  For  zvvanzig  Fennje  Medezin  !  " — "  Medizin  ?  Was  flip 
Medizin?  " — "  Wo't  ville  von  jibt,  un  wat  for  Valan  sein 
Husten  is,  un  wo  man  die  Wanzen  mit  wechbringt."  [Which, 
in  Cockney  English,  is  :  "Two  penn'orth  o'  medicine!" 
— "Medicine?  What  kind  of  medicine?" — "Wot  you 
can  give  us  most  of,  an'  wot'll  do  Dad's  cough  good,  an' 
wot'll  kill  the  bugs."]. — Ulk. 

Chemist's  Shop. — Woman  :  I  want  a  bottle  of  medicine 
for  my  husband.  Chemist  :  What's  the  matter  with  him? 
Woman  :  Oh  !  he  is  all  uppards  and  downards. 

The  East  End  of  London  is  always  rich  in  phonetic  expres- 
sions, Yiddish  coming  in  now  and  then  to  explain  the  very 
doubtful  English.  From  Messrs.  Bell  &  Co.'s  pharmacy, 
100  Commercial  Road,  E.,  we  gather  some  curiosities. 
From  Yiddish-speaking  people  are  these  three  requests  ; 
"  Satnos  Podor,"  "  Steceoroaths  Scoooaica  powderyar," 
and  "d  1  cardalover  d  1  hfusborner,  1  reumunick  1 
luikritz."  We  know  what  "Blue  Angcher  "  and  "Blue 
untien  "  mean,  but  these  Yiddish  scrawls  are  a  nightmare. 
What  in  the  world  is  "  Krasboonery  "  ?    The  rest  are  easy  : 

"  For  one  penny  trinacition."  "  Spertersquil  Rosen  honey." 
"Frighten  Powder  Age  1  child."  "Id.  confextion  sinner." 
"  Tinture  arnacho."  "Id.  Bracid  Ointment  Id.  Borix  and 
Champer."  "  Id.  Box  of  white  Bressick  Oitment."  "  severel 
figes."    "  Oil  of  Clothe  for  toothache." 

A  French  pharmacy  journal — imitation  is  the  sincerest 
flattery — publishes  a  selection  of  contributions  received  in 
answer  to  a  demand  for  these  "  picturesque  deformations  of 
pharmaceutical  terms."  In  "  Coton  hydrophile  "  (cotton 
wool)  the  adjective  is  changed  into  "immobile,"  "  hidro- 
phique,"  "  hydraulique,"  and  "idiot  fils."  Acide 
borique  (boracie  acid)  figures  as  cire  bourrique  (donkey 
wax)  and  suie  de  bourrique  (donkey  soot),  while  "  flowers 
of  courage"  for  borage  (bourrache)  "  peinture  d'idiote  " 
for  "  teinture  d'iode,"  and  "acide  phenix  "  for  "acide 
phenique  "  (carbolic  acid)  are  other  specimens.  "  Tete  de 
poivrot "  (toper's  head)  for  poppy-heads  is  sufficiently 
amusing,  and  the  message  for  "  fifty  centimes  of  stuff  to  dry 
up  a  burn  urgent  "  (de  quoi  secher  une  brulure  qui  presse) 
is  at  least  clearer  and  neater  than  the  demand  for  "  l'ordure 
de  potassion  avec  de  la  salete  pareille  "  (presumably  iodur* 
de  potassium  avec  de  salsepareille)  . 


Old-time  Remedies.— In  "  Nooks  and  Corners  of  Old  Eng- 
land," by  Allan  Fea,  it  is  recorded  that  "  garden  snails, 
which  in  Wiltshire  are  sold  for  food  as  wall  fruit,  are  used1 
externally  as  a  remedy  for  ague,  and  roasted  mouse  is  aj 
specific  for  whooping-cough.  In  Derbyshire  an  old  remedy 
for  toothache  is  to  attract  the  '  worm '  into  a  glass  of  water 
by  first  inhaling  the  smoke  of  certain  dried  herbs,  of  which 
hyoscyamus-seeds  is  one.  Those  who  had  plenty  of  faith  and 
some  imagination  have  actually  seen  the  tiny  offender." 
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Gbe  S.fllXC.  Diploma. 

[The  examination  to  be  held  in  November  is  the  last  to 
be  conducted  on  the  present  system.  The  following  account 
refers  to  one  held  at  the  beginning  of  this  year.] 


DURING  the  time  I  was  a  chemist's  assistant  I  had 
often  wished  I  had  had  some  optical  experience,  so  that 
I  might  be  able  to  supply  customers  who  inquired  for 
spectacles,  and  in  a  way  more  likely  to  inspire  confidence 
than  by  means  of  the  automatic  tests  so  often  used.  So  I 
determined,  after  passing  the  "Terrible  Minor,"  to  take 
up  an  optical  diploma.  I  was  fortunate  in  having  been  for 
some  years  with  a  chemist-optician,  who  was  of  consider- 
able experience  and  successful  in  practice,  with  whom  I 
gained  a  very  good  insight  into  the  work  of  frame-fitting, 
glazing,  and  reading  optical  prescriptions.  This  expe- 
rience helped  toward  passing  the  examination  of  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Company,  but  I  had  still  a  tremendous 
amount  to  learn. 

The  examinations  comprise  (1)  the  General,  the  work 
for  this  being  general  and  visual  optics,  and  practical  work 
in  analysis  of  lenses,  etc.,  also  f ramefitting  ;  and  (2)  the 
Sight-Testing  Examination.  It  is  the  first  of  these  which 
the  present  article  deals  with.  I  took  up  a  correspondence 
course  first,  in  which  very  clear  instructions  for  guidance  in 
methods  of  study  were  given,  which  I  followed  out  re- 
ligiously. The  work  covered  is  given  in  the  S.M.C.'s 
Syllabus.  At  the  end  of  the  correspondence  course  I 
attended  classes  in  the  practical  portion  of  the  work,  for  a 
few  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  examination.  The 
subject  matter  of  the  papers  was  revised,  and  many 
obscure  points  made  clear.  I  sent  in  my  application  for 
examination,  and  was  duly  informed  that  it  had  been 
accepted  by  the  director,  and  I  was  requested  to  attend  at 
the  Carpenters'  Hall  for  the  practical  portion  of  the 
General  Examisation  on  a  given  date.  I  was  greatly 
struck  by  the  magnificence  of  the  Hall.  With  some  other 
candidates  I  made  my  way  up  the  grand  staircase  to  the 
banqueting-hall,  which  was  used  as  a  waiting-room.  The 
examination  was  held  in  the  drawing-room.  There  were 
luxurious  cushioned  couches  provided  as  funking  forms. 
On  entering  we  were  given  cards  bearing  our  register- 
numbers,  each  card  having  a  letter  printed  on  it  corre- 
sponding to  the  letter  over  the  examiners'  tables.  These 
cards  were  collected  by  the  examiners  and  the  candidate's 
marks  noted  on  the  back  of  each  card. 

My  first  examiner  gave  me  a  pair  of  spectacles,  a  pair  of 
eye-glasses,  half  a  lens  (broken)  and  a  prism.  I  was 
required  to  find  by  means  of  the  test  case  given  me  the 
formula;  of  the  five  lenses,  and  these  were  to  be  written  in 
the  spaces  provided  on  the  card.  The  value  of  the  prism 
had  to  be  given  in  prism  diopters,  degrees  of  refracting 
angle,  and  degrees  of  deviation  ;  for  this  purpose  a  prism- 
scale  was  provided,  and  its  use  was  explained  so  far  as 
obtaining  the  result  in  prism  diopters,  the  others  being 
obtained  by  calculation  from  the  first  by  the  usual  formulae. 
The  spectacle-lenses  were  sphero-cylinders,  those  of  the  eye- 
glasses simple  cylinders,  the  broken  lens  a  sphero-cylinder. 
Half-a-dozen  frames,  three  steel,  the  others  gold-filled,  were 
given  me  to  place  in  their  order  as  to  comparative  value  ;  for 
the  whole  of  this  I  had  twenty-five  minutes,  which  I  thought 
little  enough. 

My  next  task  consisted  in  measuring  a  big  commissionaire 
for  frames  for  presbyopia  and  reading;  he  was  an  "out- 
size "  quite,  his  interpupillary  distance  being  68  mm.  ;  he 
required  "  00  "size  lenses.  I  had  to  write  the  prescrip- 
tion for  the  frar..ies,  and  to  give  the  dimensions  of  a  frame 
from  a  heap.  I  did  this  satisfactorily,  with  my  "  orthos  " 
rule.  I  now  had  a  number  of  badly-bent  frames  to  "  true  " 
with  fingers  and  pliers,  and  was  asked  how  to  alter  the 
interpupillary  distance  of  spectacles  with  pliers— was  it 
necessary  to  take  out  the  lenses  in  "  trueing,"  and  if  so 
why  ? 

It  was  now  my  turn  to  go  to  the  surgeon-examiner.  I  was 
shown  a  number  of  mounted  lenses  from  the  examiner's 
trial  case.  First  came  two  double-prisms,  one  small,  the 
other  large,  and  I  had  to  explain  what  they  were,  their 
principle  and  use  ;  next  I  had  the  Maddox  single  and 
multiple  groove  and  rods,  and  had  to  explain  their  applica- 
tion and  say  if  the  multiple  is  preferable  to  the  single 


form.  I  thought  so,  owing  to  their  being  more  easily 
placed  before  the  pupil.  Next  came  a  transposition 
exercise,  the  examiner  writing  down  : 

I    +  2D 


+  3D  j 

This,  he  said,  is  a  result  arrived  at  by  retinoscopy,  and  I 
was  required  to  transpose  the  prescription  into  all  possible 
formulas  for  lenses,  including  the  "  Toric  "  form. 

My  next  examiner  was  Dr.  Drysdale,  who  showed  me  a 
very  large  plano-convex  lens,  and  questioned  me  as  to  its 
focal  length  and  optical  centre.  The  doctor  then  asked  me 
how  it  was  he  didn't  get  a  sharp  image  thrown  on  to  his 
paper  of  the  lights  on  the  ceiling  when  the  lens  was  held  at 
its  focal  distance  from  the  paper.  This  involved  an  ex- 
planation of  spherical  aberration.  I  was  then  asked  to 
explain  how  a  focus  is  obtained,  and  also  to  account  for  the 
apparent  movement  of  objects  when  a  lens  is  moved  up  and 
down  before  the  eye.  I  said  it  was  due  to  prismatic  action. 
I  then  had  to  give  rough  sketches  showing  what  I  meant, 
being  required  to  give  the  apparent  position  of  the  image 
of  a  candle-flame  when  a  convex  and  a  concave  lens  is 
moved  up  and  down.  I  now  had  to  locate  the  optical  centre 
of  a  thin  lens,  the  examiner  first  inquiring  if  I  were  engaged 
in  the  fitting  of  spectacles. 

In  the  last  subject  I  was  examined  by  Professor  Sylvanus 
Thompson.  The  professor  first  gave  me  a  little  heap  of 
lenses,  and  asked  me  to  find  out  for  him  if  there  were  any 
pebbles  among  them  ;  there  were  two,  but  non  axis-cut.  He 
watched  me  pretty  closely  whilst  I  adjusted  the  tourmalines 
supplied.  I  was  then  asked  to  tell  him  how  I  would  find  the 
refractive  index  of  a  rough  block  of  glass  he  handed  me.  I 
said  I  would  first  cut  a  prism  of  it,  and  then  gave  the 
"pin"  method,  which  rather  amused  the  professor,  so  I 
gave  the  more  accurate  method,  in  which  the  gonimeter  is 
used.  Now  came  questions  as  to  the  refractive  index  of 
various  glasses,  the  meaning  of  the  term.  What  is  double 
refraction  ?  Had  I  ever  seen  it  ?  A  microscope  objective 
in  its  brass  case  was  handed  me,  and  I  was  asked  to  explain 
the  meaning  of  the  engraved  on  it,  also  to  give  an 

explanation  of  what  I  understood  by  its  optical  centre — 
was  it  a  fixed  point? 

The  examination  lasted  quite  as  long  as  the  "  oral  "  part 
of  the  Minor,  possibly  longer,  and  worried  me  much  more. 
The  written  paper  was  set  in  the  evening  a  day  or  so  later, 
and  three  hours  given  us  for  the  work.  The  sealed  packet 
containing  the  questions  was  opened  before  us,  and  we  set 
to  work. 

1.  Describe  two  optical  methods    of    testing  whether  a 
polished  surface  is  truly  plane  or  not. 

2.  Explain  carefully  by  diagrams  why,  in  neutralising 
lenses,  convergence  is  indicated  by  a  reverse  (apparent)  move- 
ment, and  why  divergence  is  indicated  by  a  direct  (apparent) 
movement. 

3.  The  eye  is  said  not  to  bo  achromatic.  What  evidence  is 
there  for  this  ?  Do  objects,  such  as  window-bars,  seen  against 
a  grey  or  white  sky  appear  to  you  as  fringed  with  tints?. 
If  they  do,  what  is  the  reason  ?    If  they  do  not,  why  not? 

4.  A  +3D  cylindrical  lens  has  its  axis  at  45°.    What  would 
bo  the  effect  of  decentring  it  1.5  centimetres  outwards? 

5.  A  concave  lens  placed  in  front  of  a  bright  object  pro- 
duces no  real  image,  but  only  a  virtual  one.  Describe  some 
experiment  or  experiments  by  which  you  could  ascertain  the 
position  of  that  image? 

6.  A  beam  of  sunlight  at  20°  with  the  horizontal  is  reflected 
vertically  upwards.  Find  the  angle  at  which  the  mirror  must 
bo  placed.  How  would  you  measure  the  angle  of  position  of 
the  mirror ? 

7.  An  object  10  centimetres  high  is  focuBsed  by  a  convex 
lens,  and  a  sharp  image  is  formed  at  20  centimetres  distance 
from  the  lens;  the  height  of  the  image  being  3  centimetres. 
Find  what  is  the  power  of  the  lens  (in  diopters)  and  its  focal 
length. 

8.  You  are  handed  the  following  prescription  : 

R         +2-5  Sph.  +50  Sph. 

'+2  0  cyl.  axis  90°-  '  —  5"0  cyl.  axis  180°  ; 

Prism  2°  base  in,  1°  base  up.    Prismatic  effect  to  be  ob- 
tained by  decentring,  and  to  be  equally  divided  between  the 

two  eyes. 

By  how  much,  and  in  what  direction,  would  the  lenses  have  to 

be  decentred  ? 

9.  What  are  meant  by  the  following  terms:  Direct  in- 
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cidence;  principal  focus;  conjugate  foci;  circle  of  least  con- 
fusion; axis  of  a  mirror?  Show  that  the  principal  focus  of 
a  spherical  mirror  is  half-way  between  the  centre  of  curva- 
ture and  the  surface  of  the  mirror.         .„nrt     .  u 

10.  How  far  must  a  -6.0  D  sph.  and  a  +7.0  D  sph.  be  placed 
from  one  another  in  order  to  neutra Use  each  other?  Does  it 
make  any  difference  which  of  the  lenses  is  in  front  of  the 
other? 

"Half-time"  was  called,  so  that  we  might  know  what 
time  we  had  in  hand.  I  received  my  pass  notice  on 
Christmas  Eve-a  most  acceptable  Christmas  greeting  ! 

A.  W.  r.  (ldjbi.) 


Determination  of  ^inc. 

An  Improved  Volumetric  Method. 

By  A.  R.  Thornewell. 


THE  disadvantages  of  the  standard  "sodium-sulphide" 
methods  for  the  volumetric  determination  of  zinc  lie 
chiefly  in  their  uncertain  end-reactions;  in  the  "  ferro- 
cyanide  "  method,  temperature  and  the  quantity  of  acid 
present  make  the  end,  under  certain  conditions  especially, 
variable. 

In  the  method  suggested  herein,  the  end-reaction  is  quite 
sharp,  and  zinc  is  not  used  in  standardising  the  solutions 
employed.  Its  principal  disadvantage  is  having  to  wait  for 
the  zinc  sulphide  precipitate  to  settle.  The  method  is  based 
on  the  following  reactions  : 

1.  2NaOH  +  H2S=Na2S+2H20. 

2.  ZnS04+Na.2S  =  Zn^+Na-2S04. 

3.  Na.2S  +  H2S04  =  Na2S04  +  H2S. 

Normal  soda  solution  is  saturated  with  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  the  zinc  precipitated  with  this  solution,  and  the 
excess  of  soda  titrated.  It  can  be  looked  upon  as  NaOH 
and  not  Na2S,  as  the  sulphide  is  only  a  means  to  an  end, 
and  acts  under  the  condition  of  the  experiment  as  an  alkali. 

Method. 

Sufficient  of  the  sample  is  taken  to  produce  200  c.c.  of 
solution  containing  about  0.00327  gram  Zn  per  c.c.  The 
solution  must  be  neutral  and  free  from  other  bodies  pre- 
cipitable  as  sulphides  under  similar  conditions.    Now  take 
25  c.c.  of  normal  soda,  or  any  other  quantity  that  will  give 
an  excess,  saturate  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  add 
to  the  zinc  solution.    Shake,  make  up  to  250  c.c.  with  water 
when  cold.    Let  this  stand  in  a  warm  place  for  the  pre- 
cipitate to  settle,  pour  off  the  supernatant  liquor  into  a 
Squibb's  separator  preferably  on  account  of  the  wide  hole 
in  the  tap;  allow  to  stand,  draw  off  the.  precipitate  by  the 
tap,  cool,  and  pour  off  samples  for  titration  into  25  c.c. 
measuring  flasks.     As  many  samples  as  will  bo  required 
should  be  poured  off  at  once,  otherwise  there  is  great  danger 
of  stirring  up  any  residual  precipitate.    This  is  the  most 
troublesome  part  of  the  operation,  but  by  pursuing  this 
practice  it  is  easily  overcome.    The  samples  are  now  turned 
into  conical  flasks,  and  25  c.c.  decinormal  sulphuric  acid 
run  into  each.    They  are  now  boiled  free  from  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  cooled,  and  the  excess  of  acid  titrated  with  deci- 
normal soda,  using  methyl  orange  as  the  indicator. 
Every  25  c.c.  of  sample  taken  contains  2.5  c.c.  normal 
NaOH,  and  equals  25  c.c.  decinormal  NaOH.    The  excess 
of  decinormal  H..SO,  deducted  from  the  total  HaSOJ  used, 
gives  the  amount  of  decinormal  H3SOJ  required  to  neutra- 
lise the  excess  of  NaOH  originally  added  ;  therefore  this 
H2S04  as  c.c.  of  decinormal  deducted  from  25  gives  the 
amount  of  normal  NaOH  stated  as  decinormal  used  in 
precipitating  the  zinc  in  25  c.c.  of  solution,  and  equals  one- 
tenth  of  the  sample  taken.    One  c.c.  decinormal  NaOH  = 
0.00327  gram  zinc.    The  calculation  may  also  be  stated  as 
follows  : 

x=[a+h~c)x  0.0327 
where  x= grams  of  Zn  in  amount  of  total  sample  taken  ; 
a  =  c.c.  N/1  NaOH  used  ; 

b  =  c.c.  N/10  NaOH  used  in  titrating  excess  of 

N/10  H2S04  used  ; 
c  =  c.c.  N/10  H0SO4  used. 
Example:  «  =  28.1  c.c.  ^  =  16.69  c.c.  c  =  24.875c.c. 

x  =  28. 1  +  16. 69 -24  875x0.327  =  0.6512  gram  of  zinc. 


Cape  Hnatytieal  Morfc. 

MR.  CHARLES  F.  JURITZ,  F.I. C.,  Senior  Analyst  to 
the  Cape  Government,  in  his  report  on  the  work  done 
during  1906,  deals  with  a  number  of  subjects  which  deserve 
the  attention  of  manufacturers,  retailers,  and  wholesalers, 
outside  as  well  as  in  the  Colony.  We  subjoin  abstracts  of 
the  more  important  of  these  : 

Vinegar. 

Different  countries  adopt  different  bases  for  the  preparation 
of  vinegar.  In  the  United  States  it  is  most  frequently  made 
from  apples,  in  England  from  malted  grain,  and  at  the  Cape 
from  the  grape.  Until  recent  years  Mr.  Juritz  expected  to 
be  supplied  locally  with  "  wine  vinegar,"  certainly  not  with 
cider  vinegar  or  malt  vinegar,  and  least  of  all  with  articles 
made  up  with  acetic  acid  and  water  coloured.  Vinegar 
essence  purchased  in  Aberdeen,  C.C,  yielded  on  analysis  the 
following  results : 

Specific  gravity    1.0894 

Acetic  acid    59.4  per  cent. 

Extract    6.93  grams  per  100  c.c. 

Ash    0.25  grams  per  100  c.c. 

Reaction  of  ash  with  litmus        ...  alkaline 

This  essence  was  stated  to  have  been  manufactured  by  Bur- 
goyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  London.  If  mixed  with  water 
according  to  the  directions — i.e.,  the  contents  of  the  bottle 
with  1  gal.  of  water — the  resulting  mixture  would  contain 
nearly  4.5  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid. 

Flavouring-essences. 
Analyses  gave  the  following  as  the  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit 
in  those  named  : 

Lovegrove's  Vanilla  Essence   99.0 

Lovegrove's  Lemon  Essence   155.4 

Crosse  &  Blackwell's  Vanilla  Essence     ...  98.8 

Crosse  &  Blackwell's  Lemon  Essence        ...  144.5 

Crosse  &  Blackwell's  Almond  Essence     ...  159.4 

Sutton,  Son  &  Co.'s  Vanilla  Essence     ...  84.4 

Sutton,  Son  &  Co.'s  Lemon  Essence       ...  143.6 

Sutton,  Son  &  Co.'s  Almond  Essence       ...  80.8 

Sheep-dips. 
The  following  analytical  factors  are  given  : 

Coal-tar  or  Carbolic-dips. — Cooper's  fluid  dip,  12  per  cent, 
of  water  and  62  per  cent,  of  phenols.  Taylor's  South  African 
sheep-dip,  8.5  per  cent,  of  water,  70.5  per  cent,  of  oils,  and 
15.0  per  cent,  of  phenols,  the  remainder  comprising  substances 
tending  to  bring  about  a  homogeneous  emulsion  when  the  dip 
is  mixed  with  water.  "  Sanitas  "  sheep-dip,  9.0  per  cent,  of 
water,  57.0  per  cent,  of  neutral  oils,  and  15.0  per  cent,  of 
phenols,  with  a  quantity  of  emulsifying  agents.  International 
stock-dip,  6.7  per  cent,  of  water,  60.5  per  cent,  of  neutral  oils, 
and  10.2  per  cent,  of  phenols. 

Arsenical  Dips. — McDougall's  arsenic  sulphur-dip,  15.2  per 
cent,  of  arsenic  and  37.16  per  cent,  of  sulphur.  McDougall's 
Lion  Brand  tobacco  extract,  16.1  per  cent,  of  arsenic.  Little's 
cattle  tick  dip,  24.5  per  cent,  of  arsenic  (all  calculated  as 
A20s). 

Tobacco-dips. — Leaver's  tobacco,  "  Eagle  Brand  "  extract, 
8.5  per  cent,  of  nicotine.  "Reliable"  tobacco  extract  sheep- 
dip,  10  per  cent. ;  9.5  per  cent,  was  found  in  the  "  Arrow  " 
brand  tobacco  extract,  and  7.5  per  cent,  in  the  "  Shear  "  brand 
nicotine-dip.  McDougall's  Lion  brand  tobacco  extract  con- 
tains in  addition  to  arsenic  also  1  per  cent,  of  nicotine. 
"  Veld  "  tobacco  sheep-dip,  9.9  per  cent,  of  nicotine. 

Polysulphide-dips. — Pienaar's  sheep-dip,  30.66  per  cent,  of 
sulphur,  retained  in  solution  by  caustic  soda,  and  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  boric  acid. 

Miscellanea. 

An  article  called  "  castrol  oil,"  evidently  intended  to  be 
taken  for  castor  oil,  is  reported  to  be  probably  a  mixture  of 
mineral  oil  with  the  fatty  oil. 

Consequent  upon  five  out  of  six  samples  of  methylated  spirit 
procured  from  local  firms  being  found  to  be  insufficiently 
denatured,  Mr.  Juritz  suggests  that  the  denaturants  employed' 
should  be  controlled,  as  is  the  case  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Samples  of  "  cancer-cures  "  and  "  blood-mixtures  "  were- 
analysed  (recalling  the  Van  Niekerk  case),  and  the  "cure" 
was  found  to  be  composed  of  42.66  per  cent,  of  fat.  45.53  per 
cent,  of  potassium-acid  tartrate.  11.14  per  cent,  of  calcium 
carbonate,  and  0.67  per  cent,  of  moisture.  A  cancer-ointment 
was  a  mixture  of  tartar  emetic  and  lard.  The  "  blood-mix- 
ture," intended  for  use  along  with  the  "  cure,"  was  distinctly 
acid.  _  Analysis  showed  25.93  gr.  per  fl.  oz.  of  dissolved 
material  (chiefly  vegetable),  and  4.84  gr.  per  fl.  oz.  of  potas- 
sium iodide.  It  also  contained  vegetable  matter  (apparently 
sarsaparilla,  liquorice-root,  and  oil  of  anise),  and  other  mineral 
salts  in  small  quantity. 
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HI  monbs,  Cinnamon,  ano  (Binger 

As  they  are  Sold  in  Canada. 


THE  last  three  bulletins  of  the  Laboratory  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department,  Ottawa,  Canada,  deal  with 
almond-flavouring  extracts,  ground-ginger,  and  ground- 
cinnamon.  The  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  first  of  these 
was  made  in  consequence  of  some  apparent  poisoning 
cases  arising  from  the  use  of  almond  extracts  supposed  to 
contain  prussic  acid,  analyses  having  been  made  in  the 
department  of  the  Inland  Revenue  of  sixty-five  samples 
collected  throughout  the  Dominion.  The  tests  showed 
sixty-one  samples  of  essence  of  bitter  almonds  to  be  free 
from  prussic  acid.  In  four  there  was  merely  a  trace  of 
acid,  and  insufficient  to  be  dangerous.  Mr.  Lemoine,  the 
chemist  who  made  the  analyses,  considers  it  undesirable, 
however,  that  even  traces  should  remain  in  the  extracts. 
He  further  advises  that  while  he  does  not  consider  the 
employment  of  pure  benzaldehyde  in  the  preparation  of 
almond  flavouring-essences  as  fraudulent,  it  is  desirable 
that  a  distinction  should  be  drawn  between  such  an  essence 
and  one  made  from  the  almond  kernel,  by  appending  the 
descriptive  word  "  artificial  "  to  the  same.  In  a  note  upon 
the  methods  of  analysis  employed,  Mr.  Lemoine  refers  to 
the  remarks  in  "  Squire's  Companion  "  regarding  artificial 
benzaldehyde,  and  states  that  he  cannot  regard  the 
employment  of  pure  benzaldehyde  in  the  preparation  of 
almond  flavouring-essences  as  fraudulent,  but  he  considers 
the  use  of  nitrobenzol  (oil  of  mirbane)  as  an  adulteration. 
Some  notes  are  given  with  regard  to  the  methods  of  analy- 
sis, which,  however,  embrace  no  novelty. 

Bulletin  No.  137  deals  with  ground-ginger.  It  appears 
that  in  1896  of  ninety-eight  samples  of  this  spice  purchased 
in  Canada,  28  per  cent,  were  adulterated  and  5  per  cent, 
doubtful.  In  1904,  out  of  ten  samples  purchased  and 
examined,  six  were  genuine  and  four  adulterated  ;  while 
this  year,  out  of  thirty  samples  purchased  and  examined, 
only  one  was  of  doubtful  quality,  all  the  rest  being 
genuine.  This  is  a  very  gratifying  condition  of 
things.  In  the  course  of  the  report  the  results  obtained 
are  given,  and  we  quote  the  more  important  of  these,  the 
samples  in  all  cases  being  ground  genuine  ginger. 
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Ground-cinnamon  is  the  subject  of  Bulletin  No.  138. 
Thirty-three  samples  were  collected  in  November  and 
Deceni^er  last  year,  and  on  examination  it  was  found  that 
only  two  of  these  were  true  cinnamon,  all  the  rest  being 
■cassia.  There  is,  therefore,  little  scientific  interest  in  the 
report.  Three  of  the  samples  were  plainly  labelled 
'"  cassia."  The  analytical  figures  deal  solely  with  the  ash 
yield  of  the  samples,  which  varied  from  2.4  per  cent,  to 
7.5  per  cent.,  and  all  above  6  per  cent,  are  considered  "  too 


high."  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  A.  McGill,  the 
acting  chief  analyst,  says  : 

Whether  cassia  is  inferior  to  cinnamon  for  flavouring-pur- 
poses in  cookery  is  an  open  question.  The  general  impres- 
sion is  that  cinnamon  is  preferable.  Its  higher  price  is  doubt- 
less due  to  this  preference.  At  the  same  time  it  is  certain  that 
much,  if  not  most,  of  the  ground  cinnamon  of  commerce  is 
really  ground  cassia. 

It  is  open  to  question  how  far  we  may  take  the  darker 
colour  of  cassia  as  evidence  of  its  presence.  A  sample  of 
cinnamon  ground  from  the  bark  was  taken  as  the  standard 
of  colour  ;  and  among  thirty-three  samples  of  spice  bought  as 
cinnamon  only  two  were  found  to  come  up  to  the  prepared 
standard. 

The  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  cinnamon  and 
cassia  in  the  ground  state  is  recognised  by  the  Committee  of 
Standards  at  Washington,  as  shown  by  the  following  defini- 
tions proclaimed  as  legal  for  the  United  States  in  June  1906 : 
Cinnamon  is  the  dried  bark  of  any  species  of  the  genus  Cinna- 
momum, from  which  the  outer  layers  may  or  may  not  have  been 
removed. 

True  cinnamon  is  the  dried  inner  bark  of  Cinnamomum  Zeylani- 
cum,  Breyne. 

Cassia  is  the  dried  bark  of  various  species  of  Cinnamomum,  other 
than  Cinnamomum  Zeylantcum,  from  which  the  outer  layers  may  or 
may  not  have  been  removed. 

Cassia  buds  are  the  dried,  immature  fruit  of  species  of  Cinna- 
viomum. 

Ground  cinnamon,  ground  cassia,  is  a  powder  consisting  of 
cinnamon,  cassia  or  cassia  buds,  or  a  mixture  of  these  spices, 
and  contains  not  more  than  6  per  cent,  of  total  ash,  and  not  more 
than  2  per  cent,  of  sand. 

So  far  as  admixture  of  cassia  is  concerned,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  justifies  me  in  pro- 
nouncing it  an  adulteration  of  the  spice  known  as  ground 
cinnamon.  This  aspect  of  the  matter  must  be  left  open  for 
the  present. 


Business  Ibints. 


Schemes  to  attract  Trade. 

Mr.  Irving  P.  Fox  and  Mr.  B.  A.  Forbes  have  compiled 
for  the  Spatula  Publishing  Co.  "  One  Thousand  Ways  and 
Schemes  to  Attract  Trade,"  which  is  published  at  a  dollar 
by  the  company.  There  are  208  quarto  pages  in  the  paper- 
covered  book,  and  the  ways  and  schemes  apply  to  divers 
businesses.  We  can  best  show  the  style  by  quoting  a  few  of 
the  paragraphs  which  strictly  apply  to  the  drug-trade  : 

Wet  Sponges. 

Did  you  know  that  wet  sponges  will  sell  25  per  cent,  better 
than  dry  ones  ?  The  customer  can  see  what  a  sponge  is  really 
like  when  it  is  wet.  All  sponges  feel  about  alike  to  an  un- 
practised person  when  they  are  dry.  Sponges  are  articles 
that  sell  on  sight.  Keep  them  where  they  can  be  seen  from 
the  street.    They  make  an  unfailing  sign  of  the  drug-store. 

Missing  Letter  Scheme. 
A  pushing  druggist  took  six  of  his  own  preparations — a  head- 
ache-powder, cold-cream,  tooth-paste,  spring-tonic,  cough- 
mixture,  and  corn-cure — and  advertised  them  in  the  following 
manner.  He  announced  that  with  every  sale  of  any  one  of 
these  articles  a  letter  of  the  alphabet  would  be  enclosed  in  the 
package.  Any  person  returning  to  the  store  the  letters  that 
spelt  the  name  of  any  of  these  preparations  would  receive  a 
choice  of  several  handsome  prizes,  while  to  the  person  who 
returned  the  letters  forming  the  names  of  all  six  complete,  a 
cash  prize  of  $10  would  be  given. 

"  Give  Next." 

The  following,  printed  on  a  neat  round-cornered  card,  is  an 
especially  good  advertisement  for  a  druggist  to  call  attention 
to  the  prescription  department : 

Medicine  for  

Give  next 
Dose  at  o'clock 
111111111111  Doses  given. 
Push  &  Prosper  Drug  Company. 
Honesty,  Ky. 

Between  the  words  "  at  "  and  "  o'clock  "  there  should  be  two 
perpendicular  slits  in  the  card,  through  which  a  narrow 
ribbon,  bearing  the  numerals  from  1  to  12,  should  be  passed. 
By  sliding  the  ribbon  backward  and  forward  through  the 
slits  a  convenient  record  may  be  kept  of  the  administering 
medicine. 

Hard  to  Pull. 
To  prove  that  their  tooth-brushes  were  reliable,  and  had 
bristles  that  would  stay  in,  one  firm  made  the  following  unique 
demonstration  in  their  window.  A  big  stone  weighing  250  lb. 
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was  sustained  by  a  heavy  chain,  which  in  turn,  by  means  of 
strong  wire  and  cement,  was  fastened  in  the  bristles  of  a  tooth- 
brush in  such  a  manner  that  the  whole  weight  of  the  stone 
came  on  the  bristles.  The  whole  was  supported  in  a  tall 
wooden  framework.  Forceful  placards  made  good  the  claim, 
and  there  was  a  good  showing  of  the  brushes  and  of  tooth- 
powder. 

Little  Grains  of  Coen. 
A  corn-cure  window  had  a  unique  sign  reading  "  Blank's 
Corn  Cure,"  the  letters  being  formed  of  grains  of  corn  pasted 
on  to  a  smooth  painted  board,  which  was  suspended  in  the 
centre  of  the  window. 

Combinations. 

A  Boston  drug-firm  advertised  combination  sales  for  $1 
on  certain  days  of  the  week.  The  first  of  these  was  a  drug 
combination,  including  1  lb.  each  of  baking-soda,  cream- 
tartar,  sulphur,  borax,  and  one  bottle  each  of  essence  of  lemon, 
peppermint,  and  vanilla.  A  bath  combination  included  one 
bath  towel,  three  face  cloths,  one  rubber  sponge,  cake  of 
Castile  soap,  and  a  pair  of  bath  mittens.  There  were  also 
toilet  combinations  and  the  emergency  combinations,  the 
individual  cost  in  each  case,  which  aggregated  considerably 
more  than  $1,  being  also  given. 

For  a  Toilet-lotion. 
When  the  summer  is  no  more, 
And  her  skin  is  chapped  and  sore, 

Miss  Priscilla, 

Of  Manila, 
Uses  Foster's  Dermatilla. 

Pure. 

A  cold-cream  of  his  own  manufacture  was  featured  by  one 
druggist  in  the  window  by  a  huge  demijohn  of  imported  rose- 
water,  labelled  "  Grasse,  France,"  a  big  wicker  case  placarded 
"Almond  Oil,"  and  between  these  heaps  of  pure  white  wax 
and  spermaceti.  In  front  were  two  tall,  slender  glass  jars 
filled  with  the  cream,  which  looked  very  attractive  through 
the  clear  glass.  A  large  number  of  small  jars  of  the  cream 
were  also  displayed.  This  display  of  the  ingredients  was 
likely  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  purity  of  the  cream  in  the 
customer. 

There  are  fourteen  chapters  in  the  book  and  many  illus- 
trations, the  latter  being  pretty  girls  and  other  attractive 
things  which  are  so  far  from  being  pertinent  to  druggists' 
goods  that  they  catch  the  eye. 


Xonoon  Chemists'  association. 


A COMMITTEE  meeting,  followed- by  a  general  meeting, 
of  this  Association  took  place  at  St.  Bride  Institute, 
Ludgate  Circus,  London,  E.C.,  on  September  4.  At  the 
meeting  of 

The  General  Purposes  Committee 
Mr.  F.  W.  Truman,  the  chairman,  presided.    A  letter  of 
regret  for  absence  was  read  from  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris, 
M.P.,  who  was  booked  to  address  his  constituents  on  that 
day. 

travelling  inspectors. 
Another  letter  was  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
asking  the  co-operation  of  the  Association  in  recommending 
names  for  divisional  secretaries.  Mr.  R.  B.  Betty  said  the 
duties  of  a  divisional  secretary  were  such  that  he  did  not 
think  the  Association  justified  in  responding  to  the  invita- 
tion. It  was  not  pleasant  for  a  chemist  to  have  to  report 
his  neighbours  for  infraction  of  the  pharmacy  laws  ;  there 
should  be  paid  officers  of  the  Society  upon  whom  this  duty 
should  devolve.  He  moved  a  resolution  for  submission  to 
the  subsequent  general  meeting,  asking  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  appoint  one  or  more  travelling  inspectors  to  see 
that  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  carried  out.  The  committee 
approved  of  this. 

b.p.  matters. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  Riles)  reported  that  a  letter  had 
been  received  from  the  Committee  of  Reference  in 
Pharmacy  of  the  PharmacopEeia  Committee  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  asking  the  Association  to  distribute 
schedules  to  show  the  analyses  of  a  hundred  prescriptions. 
(See  0.  ct-  D.  July  27,  p.  115.)  Six  lists  were  distributed, 
and  these  have  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  before 
the  end  of  September. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

Two  new  members  were  elected,  and  the  following  five 
were  elected  honorary  members,  under  the  recently-altered 


rules  :— Messrs.  W.  Houghton,  H.  H.  Jowett,  J.  W. 
Shillcock,  W.  J.  Sanders,  C.  W.  Bromly,  and  C.  C. 
Richards.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Pentney,  the  Secretary  said 
thirty-one  new  members  had  joined  the  Association  since 
the  last  annual  meeting. 

PARLIAMENTARY  MATTERS. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Campbell,  "  I  sup- 
pose the  Pharmacy  Bill  is  dead  and  buried,"  Mr.  Pentney 
said  it  is  a  mistake  to  take  that  attitude.  The  Government 
had  shown  their  capacity  for  work  in  the  last  session,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Bill  will 
be  revived  next  year.  Chemists  need  to  be  as  alert  as  ever. 
Mr.  Pentney  went  on  to  refer  to  the  Bill  which  was  brought 
forward  to  make  assistants'  contracts  not  to  set  up  m  busi- 
ness within  a  certain  distance  null  and  void.  He  regarded 
the  Bill  as  unfair,  and  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Idris  with  a  view 
of  getting  the  Bill  blocked.  Mr.  Pellew  was  not  so  sure  of 
+he  injustice  of  such  a  Bill,  as  he  knew  instances  where 
assistants  had  been  coerced  into  signing  restrictive  agree- 
ments. Mr.  Betty  though  that  lawyers  would  be  able  to 
indicate  a  way  out  if  such  a  Bill  became  law.  The  matter 
then  dropped. 

The  General  Meeting 
was  then  held,  a  few  more  members  having  dropped  in 
during  the  committee  meeting. 

FEDERATION  REPORT. 

Mr.  Pentney  was  called  upon  to  report  (as  delegate  from 
the  Association)  on  the  Manchester  meeting  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations.  He  spoke  well 
of  the  reception  accorded  to  delegates  by  the  Federation 
and  Conference  authorities,  but  was  despondent  as  to  the 
benefits  and  future  of  the  Federation.  The  Federation,  he 
said,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Scotch  delegates, 
which  is  bad  for  the  Federation  as  a  national  body.  He 
also  had  something  to  say  about  Mr.  Gilmour's  paper  on 
"Testing  Drugs,"  and  thought  that  the  author  should 
correct  a  misconception  which  had  gained  currency  in  the 
Manchester  papers  about  the  frequency  of  dispensing 
accidents.  Next  Mr.  Pentney  referred  to  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  price-list,  and  said  that  Mr. 
Wellcome's  promise  to  issue  a  revised  and  more  advan- 
tageous price-list  is  still  unfulfilled.  The  number  of  dele- 
gates to  the  Federation  meeting  was  small,  and  things  were 
left  in  a  muddle,  the  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Gadd)  having 
resigned. 

Mr.  Betty  asked  about  Mr.  Coffman's  paper  on  "  Pro- 
prietary Medicines,"  and  Mr.  Pentney  said  the  paper  ex- 
pressed such  absurd  ideas  that  nothing  could  be  done.  He 
(Mr.  Peutney)  thought  that  much  could  be  done  in  per- 
suading medical  men  not  to  prescribe  proprietary  mixtures 
and  tablets. 

Mr.  Pond  asked  Mr.  Pentney  not  to  be  too  hard  on 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  Chemists  should 
always  get  full  price  for  tabloids ;  there  is  then  a  decent 
profit. 

Mr.  Betty  said  no  indication  is  given  as  to  what  full 
prices  are.  If  tabloids  were  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list  the 
difficulties  would  be  solved. 

Mr.  Pentney  said  Mr.  Pond  sticks  himself  on  a  pedestal. 
It  may  be  possible  to  get  full  prices  in  Fleet  Street,  but 
other  chemists  are  not  so  favourably  situated. 

Mr.  Pond  :  Have  more  courage,  more  confidence,  and 
never  mind  the  Stores. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  Pond  then  brought  forward  for  approval  a  history  of 
the  Association  which  he  has  been  preparing.  He  was 
careful  to  state  that  what  he  was  going  to  read  was  only 
the  outline — rough  notes — of  the  work.  It  was  divided  into 
three  parts  :  (1)  Historical,  (2)  Work  done,  (3)  Rules,  and 
finished  with  a  stirring  appeal  for  more  members. 

There  were  a  few  remarks  about  the  English  construc- 
tion and  the  cost  of  printing,  but  these  are  to  be  considered 
by  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  matter  of  travelling  inspectors  came  up  again,  the 
suggestion  meeting  with  some  opposition  from  Mr.  Pellew 
and  Mr.  White,  the  matter  eventually  being  allowed  to 
drop. 
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IRcw  Zealand  tariff. 


THE  following  are  the  changes  affecting  the  drug-trade  in 
the  amended  tariff  which  was  introduced  into  the  New 
Zealand  House  of  Representatives  on  July  16  : 

N.o.e.  means  not  otherwise  enumerated.  In  computing 
ad  val.  duties  the  invoice  value  is  increased  by  10  %.  Preferen- 
tial duties  are  separately  indicated. 


Schedule  A 


Old  Rate 


Mostly  2,1. 
the  lb. 


2d.  the  lb 


hi.  the  lb. 


Confectionery,  including  medicated  \ 
lozenges,  medicated  confectionery,  I 
boiled    sugars,    liquorice,   n.o.e.,  )- 
sugared  and  crystallised  fruits  and, 
chocolate  ' 

Spices,  ground  and  n.o.e.,  including  ] 
pepper,  pimento,  and  olive  stones  r  j  4rf.  the  lb 
ground  '  | 

Spices,  unground, including  chillies,  \ 
pepper  and  pimento  ) 

Sugar,  treacle,  and  molasses        ...       hi.  the  lb 

Cocoanut  butter,  cocoa  butter      ...     J  id.  the  lb 

Tartaric  acid  

Cream  of  tartar 

Medicinal  preparations  (excepting^ 

medicated  wines  or  wines  mixed 

with   food)   containing  50   %  of 

proof  spirit  or  less 
Chemicals  and  chemical  prepara- 
tions n.o.e., including  photographic 

chemicals  n.o.e.,  anti-incrustation 

boiler  and  other  compounds 
Dextrine  and  dextrine  pastes  or  ) 

solutions  / 
Essences,  flavouring  n.o.e. 
Drugs  and  druggists'  sundries  and 

apothecaries'  wares  n.o.e. 
Aerated  water  makers  and  cordial 

manufacturers  and  brewers' drugs, 

chemicals,    and    other  sundries 

n.o.e. 

Saccharin  in  the  form  of  tablets, N 
pilules,  granules,  or  cachets,  each 
containing  not  more  than  half- 
grain  of  saccharin  in  combination 
with  at  least  10  °/Q  of  alkali 

Surgeons',  physicians',  dentists ',and 
opticians'  instruments  and  appli- 
ances n.o.e. 

Soda  bi  carbonate 

Circulars,  posters,  trade  catalogues,  > 

price  lists,  and  printed  advertising  I 

matter  n.o.e.  j 
Oil  in  vessels  capable  of  containing  \ 

one  gallon  of  oil  or  more — viz.  I 

vegetable  oils  j 
Stearine 
Enamel  paints... 
Petroleum  oil  ... 

Paraffin  wax  ...   

Wax,  mineral,  vegetable,  and  Japa-  ) 
nese,  and  beeswax  ) 


■  id.  the  lb. 


2d.  the  lb. 

{Freea'ter 
Oct.  31 

20%  ad  val. 
f  Free  after 
Oct.  31 


Id.  the  lb. 

ft 

15%  ad  val. 

20%  ad  val. 

Free 

20%  a,l  val. 

Is.  the  cwt. 

(  Free  after 
I    Oct.  31 

20%  ad  val. 

3,/.  the  lb. 

6d.  the  gal. 

f  Free  after 
I    Oct.  31 

lid.  the  lb. 
2s.  the  gal 
6d.  the  gal. 
Id.  tl  e  lb. 

id.  the  lb. 
5.t.  the  cwt. 
id.  the  gal. 

Id.  the  lb. 

lhl.  the  lb. 

Free  List. 

Schedule  B  gives  the  goods  which  are  delivered  free.  The 
following  arc  additions  : 
Acids,  chromic,  citric,  formic,  and  lactic. 
Carnauba  wax. 

Crude  distillates  of  coal-tar  or  wood  in  vessels  containing 
ten  gallons  or  over  for  the  manufacture  of  disinfectants  in 
New  Zealand. 

Formic  aldehyde  and  solutions  thereof. 

Fusel  oil. 

Liquefied  gases  and  compressed  gases. 

Liquorice  in  blocks  of  7  lb.  net  and  over  or  soft  liquorice 
extract  (in  bulk,  in  tins,  or  other  vessels  capable  of  holding 
7  lb.  net  or  over). 

Naphthalene,  crude  or  refined. 

Salts  of  strychnine  (formerly  only  strychnine  was  men- 
tioned), sugar  of  milk. 
Calcium  carbide. 

Lime,  sulphate,  sulphite,  bisulphite,  chlorinated. 
Carbon  bisulphide. 
Copper  oxide. 


Magnesium  sulphite  and  bisulphite. 
Manganese  oxides. 

Potassium  permanganate,  sulphite  and  bisulphite. 
Potassium  metallic. 
Silver  nitrate  in  crystals. 

Soda  arseniate,  anhydrous  carbonate,  cyanide,  bisulphite, 
silicate,  sulphate,  permanganate. 
Sodium  metallic. 

[Note. — Mixtures  of  any  articles  enumerated  under  this 
schedule  as  drugs  and  chemicals  with  each  other  or  with 
chemicals  or  substances  not  enumerated  shall,  if  not  provided 
for  elsewhere  in  the  tariff,  be  charged  as  medicinal  prepara- 
tions n.o.e.  or  chemicals  n.o.e.  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.] 

The  crude  drug  item  is  differently  worded;  it  now  runs: 

Drugs,  crude,  not  powdered  and  unsuited  for  use  as  foods 
or  in  the  manufacture  thereof — viz.,  barks,  woods,  twigs, 
leaves,  herbs,  flowers  (except  hops),  roots,  corms,  gums, 
balsams,  inspissated  juices  (except  opium),  seeds,  fruits,  fruit- 
rinds,  pitch,  cantharides,  ergot. 

Horse  and  cattle  drenches  (formerly  only  horse-drenches). 

Opium  (when  entered  to  be  warehoused  in  a  manufacturing 
warehouse  for  the  purpose  of  making  therein  approved  medi- 
cinal preparations). 

Physicians',  dentists',  and  opticians'  instruments  (also  such 
appliances  peculiar  to  medical  or  surgical  use  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  approved  by  the  Minister,  imported  solely 
for  the  use  of  a  public  hospital  on  a  declaration  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  District  Board  of  such  hospital  that  the  goods  are 
solely  for  the  use  of  the  said  institution,  and  will  not  be  sold 
or  disposed  of  without  payment  of  tho  duty)._ 

Surgeons',  physicians',  dentists',  and  opticians'  materials — • 
viz.,  antiseptic  dressings,  gauzes,  lint,  tow,  cotton-wool, 
poroplastic,  felt,  adhesive  plaster,  oiled  silk  or  other  fabric, 
spongio-piline,  bandages,  catgut,  and  sterilised  and  other 
sewings,  thermometers,  also  appliances,  including  splints  for 
wear  peculiarly  adapted  to  correct  a  deformity  of  the  human 
body  to  afford  support  to  an  abnormal  condition  of  the  human 
body,  or  to  reduce  or  alleviate  such  condition,  or  to  substitute 
any  part  of  such  body,  crutches,  ear-trumpets,  ear-tubes,  and 
audiphones  for  tho  partially  deaf,  opticians'  trial-cases, 
lenses,  and  frames,  spectacles  and  magnifying-glasses,  ophthal- 
moscopes, optometers,  and  other  measuring  instruments,  test 
cards  and  diagrams,  artificial  eyes  (demonstration  and  other), 
dentists'  materials,  viz.,  artificial  teeth,  tooth-crowns,  cellu- 
loid, blanks,  base-plates,  denture,  strengthened,  gutta- 
percha, stick-points,  pellets,  and  sheets,  rubber  amadou, 
absorbent  paper,  rubber  in  sheets,  metal  plate,  wire-foil, 
sticks  solder,  fusible  metal,  porcelain  powder  and  enamel, 
inlays,  modelling  composition,  and  wax  investment,  com- 
pound amalgam  and  cement,  tools  for  lathes. 

Scientific  and  philosophical  instruments  and  apparatus, 
namely,  assay  balances,  laboratory  retorts,  and  laboratory 
flasks,  and  other  instruments  and  apparatus  for  chemical 
analysis  and  assay  work,  assay  furnaces,  including  dentists' 
and  jewellers'  furnaces,  also  such  instruments  and  apparatus 
suited  strictly  for  scientific  and  philosophical  purposes  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  approved  by  the  Minister  (this  entry 
has  been  differently  worded). 

Jars  specially  suited  to  contain  sulphuric,  nitric,  hydro- 
chloric, and  other  strongly  corrosive  acids  when  permanently 
branded  with  the  name  of  any  such  acid  and  the  name  of  a 
New  Zealand  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  the  same. 
Focussing  cloths  and  camera  covers. 

Oils  in  vessels  capable  of  containing  one  gallon  of  oil  or 
more,  viz.,  refined  mineral  oils  not  exceeding  in  specific 
gravity  870  at  60°  F.,  fish,  penguin,  mutton  bird,  seal  and 
whale  oils  (not  mixtures  of  mineral  or  vegetable  oils  with 
each  other  or  with  fish,  penguin,  mutton  and  seal,  whale  or 
other  oils)  shall  be  charged  with  duty  (1)  if  imported  in  vessels 
capable  of  containing  one  gallon  or  more  bd.  the  gallon  ;  (2) 
if  imported  in  vessels  having  a  lesser  capacity  than  one  gallon 
20  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Turpentine  substitute  composed  of  volatile  mineral  oils  or 
of  volatile  mineral  oils  in  combination  with  turpentine  or 
other  volatile  vegetable  oils. 

Wood  naphtha. 

Linseed. 

Cork,  cut  bungs,  fisherman's  cork  floats,  also  plain,  unorna- 
mcntal  stoppers  of  every  description  for  bottles,  jars,  and 
casks. 

Honey  and  brown  Windsor  soap  compositions. 
Indiarubber  gloves. 

Preferential  Duties. 

The  following  is  the  wording  of  tho  section  dealing  with 
preferential  duties: 

That  the-e  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  to  the  use 
of  his  Majesty  on  all  goods  specified  in  Schedules  C,  D,  and 
E.  and  not  being  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  some  part 
of  tho  British  dominions,  if  imported  into  New  Zealand  after 
the  respective  dates  hereinafter  specified  in  this  resolution, 
or  entered  for  home  consumption  after  the  said  dates,  in 
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addition  to  the  duties  (if  any)  authorised  under  Schedules  A 
and  B,  the  duties  of  Customs  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

1.  On  the  articles  specified  in  Schedules  C  if  so  imported 
or  entered  after  July  16,  1907,  an  amount  equal  to  the  amount 
payable  on  these  articles  under  Schedule  A. 

2.  On  the  articles  specified  in  Schedule  D,  Part  I.,  if  so 
imported  or  entered  after  July  16,  1907,  an  amount  equal  to 
one-half  of  the  amount  payable  on  these  articles  under 
Schedule  A,  except  so  far  as  otherwise  provided  in  the  said 
Schedule  D,  Part  I. 

3.  On  the  articles  specified  in  Schedule  D,  Part  II.,  if  so 
imported  or  entered  after  March  31,  1908,  an  amount  equal  to 
one-half  of  the  amount  payable  on  these  articles  under 
Schedule  A. 

4.  On  the  articles  specified  in  Schedule  D,  Part  III.,  if  so 
imported  or  entered  after  March  31,  1908,  an  amount  equal  to 
20  per  cent,  of  the  amount  payable  on  these  articles  under 
Schedule  A. 

5.  On  the  articles  specified  in  Schedule  E,  Part  I.,  if  so 
imported  or  entered  after  July  16,  1907,  duties  of  Customs 
equal  to  20  per  cent,  of  the  value  for  duty  as  defined  by  the 
Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act,  1882,  or  its  amendment's. 

6.  On  the  articles  specified  in  Schedule  E,  Part  II.,  if  so 
imported  or  entered  after  March  31,  1908,  duties  of  Customs 
equal  to  20  per  cent,  of  the  value  for  duty,  as  defined  by  the 
Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act,  1882,  or  its  amendments. 

7.  On  the  articles  specified  in  Schedule  E,  Part  III.,  if  so 
imported  or  entered  after  March  31,  1908,  duties  of  Customs 
equal  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  value  for  duty  as  defined  by  the 
Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act,  1882,  or  its  amendments. 

Schedule  D,  Part  I.,  includes  cream  of  tartar,  upon  which 
preference  is  to  cease  after  October  31. 
Part  II.  contains : 

Cocoanut  butter,  cocoa  butter,  nut  butter,  and  other  refined 
vegetable  butters  or  fats,  lard,  and  refined  animal  fats  n.o.e. 

Aerated  and  mineral  waters,  effervescing  beverages,  and 
beverages  n.o.e. 

Coffee  essence. 

Fruit  juices  or  imitation  fruit  juices  unsweetened  in  con- 
tainers of  less  than  ten-gallon  capacity.  Fruit  juices  or 
mutation  fruit  juices  sweetened. 

Syrups. 

Raspberry  vinegar,  sweetened. 

Baking-powder,  yeast  preparations,  and  other  ferments, 
also  yeast  foods. 

Chemicals  and  chemical  preparations  n.o.e.,  including 
photographic  chemicals  n.o.e. 

Anti-incrustation  boiler  and  other  compounds. 

Dextrine  and  dextrine  pastes  or  solutions. 

Essences  for  flavouring  n.o.e. 

Eucalyptus  oil  in  bulk  or  bottle. 

Glycerin,  refined. 

Medicinal  preparations. 

Drugs  and  druggists'  sundries,  and  apothecaries'  wares  not 
otherwise  enumerated. 

Aerated-water  makers'  and  cordial  manufacturers'  and 
brewers  drugs. 

9]1<3j™-caIs  anc'  other  sundries  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Medicinal  preparations  (excepting  medicated  wines  or 
wines  mixed  with  food)  containing  50  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit 
or  less.  =i  t-  r 

Saccharin  in  the  form  of  tablets,  pilules,  granules,  or 
cachets,  each  containing  not  more  than  half  a  grain  of 
saccharine  in  combination  with  at  least,  10  per  cent,  of  alkali. 

burgeons  ,  physicians',  dentists',  and  onticians'  instruments 
and  appliances  not  otherwise  enumerated. 

Leather,  chamois. 

Furniture,  knife,  and  plate  powder  and  polish. 

boap  powder,  extract  of  soap,  dry  soap,  soft  soap,  liquid 
soap  soap  solutions,  and  washing  or  cleansing  powders, 
crystals,  pastes,  and  liquids 

Part  III. 

contains : 

Oil  n.o.e. 

Oil  not  otherwise  enumerated,  including  mineral  lubri- 
catmg  oil  in  vessels  capable  of  containing  one  gallon  or  more. 
a,ir',"tfd  f°'°,ul's  ?r°"nd  in  oil  or  turpentine,  also  putty 
and  driers  not  otherwise  enumerated 

nn7  n/iiS  I"'1  colours-  mix1ed  «ady  for  use,  also  enamel  paints 
not  otherwise  enumerated. 

li^^^™^^^^0^^  varnish,  gold  size, 
foqr  m  xfnl  w-f!U'  °HT-  metalHc  Paints>  als°  liquid  medium 

„,m!x.ln&  Wltn  metallic  paints. 

Whiting  and  chalk. 

Blue  gelatine,  isinglass,  glue  and  size. 

boap i  (common,  yellow,  and  mottled). 

Starch  methylated  t0  the  satisfaction  of  the  Minister. 

Schedule  E,  Part  III.,  contains: 

inenTai;tennPUrngSVfishennaJn'S  c?rk.-floa^,  also  plain,  unorna- 
3     St°PperS  of  evor-v  description  for  bottles,  jars,  and 

Soda-water  machinery  and  machinery  for  aerating  liquids. 


personalities. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Fassett,  of  Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson,  Snow 
Hill,  London,  E.C.,  sailed  for  New  York  on  August  30. 
Mr.  Fassett  expects  to  return  early  next  month. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Woolnough,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Mel- 
bourne, has  disposed  of  his  retail  businesses  there  which  he 
carried  on  as  Bowen  &  Co.,  and  intends  to  devote  himself  to 
import  trade.  With  this  in  view  Mr.  Woolnough  will 
shortly  visit  London. 


£bc  Meefc's  jpoisomnos. 

DURING  the  past  week  sixteen  deaths  by  poisons  have 
been  reported,  only  two  being  due  to  misadventure. 
At   Middlesborough,   a   child,   named   Catherine  Riley, 
found  an  unlabelled  box  in  her  mother's  bedroom  contain- 
ing two  morphine  pills.    Thinking  they  were  sweets,  the 
child  ate  them  and  died  in  the  infirmary. — The  other  mis- 
adventure occurred  at  Brighton,  where  William  Charles 
White  (60),  who  suffered  from  sleeplessness,  died  from  an 
overdose  of  paraldehyde.    At  the  inquest  evidence  was 
given  by  Leonard  Sarre,  assistant  to  a  chemist  of  St. 
George's  Road,  Brighton,  who  said  Mr.  White  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  calling  at  the  shop  nearly  every  day  to  pur- 
chase 2  dr.  of  paraldehyde.     On  August  31  witness  caw 
him  in  the  shop,  and  supplied  an  order  for  a  bottle  of 
castor  oil.      A  few  minutes  after  the  departure  of  Mr. 
White,   witness  missed  a  bottle  of  paraldehyde  from  a 
cupboard  in  the  shop.    Becoming  suspicious,  he  went  to 
Mr.  White's  house  and  made  a  search  for  the  bottle.  At 
that  time  Mr.  White  was  in  bed,  apparently  asleep.  After- 
wards he  heard  that  the  bottle  had  been  found  by  the 
police.    Witness  mentioned  that  on  the  previous  Friday 
Mr.   White  asked   witness  to  supply   him   with  4  dr. 
instead  of  the  usual  2  dr.  of  the  fluid.     Witness  refused 
to  do  so,  and  told  him  not  to  come  to  the  shop  again  for  the 
drug,  "as  we  could  not  possibly  undertake  any  further 
responsibility."   Deceased  could  see  where  the  paraldehyde 
was  kept.    In  reply  to  further  questions,  Mr.  Sarre  said 
quite  6  oz.  of  the  paraldehyde  was  missing  from  the  bottle, 
which  was  found  in  the  chimney  of  one  of  the  fireplaces  at 
Mr.  White's  house.    The  jury  commended  Mr.  Sarre  for 
his  prompt  action. — Five  suicides  were  committed  with 
carbolic  acid,  the  victims  including  Jessie  Hyde  (42),  of 
Nottingham;  George  Salmon,  of  Werneth,  Oldham;  Annie 
Key,  of  Hull;  and  Annie  Richardson  (39),  of  Maryport. 
Oxalic  acid  was  taken  by  three  suicides — Marian  Gibbons 
(23),  of  Woolwich  (a  telegraphist,  who  complained  that  the 
continual  "tick,  tick"  of  the  instrument  had  got  on  her 
nerves);  John  O'Connor,  of  Manchester,  labourer;  and 
Vashti  Bell  (40),  of  Nottingham.— Walter  Bennett  (17), 
of  Witney,  obtained  some  vermin-killer  (after  signing  the 
poisons-book)    from    Mr.  W.  T.  Ransom,    chemist  and 
druggist,  Witney,  which  he  took,  dying  from  strychnine- 
poisoning. — "Mr.  Sabin,"  of  Bristol,  was  found  dead  in 
a  wood  near  High  Wycombe,  the  inquest  showing  that 
death  was  due  to  poisoning. — Ernest  Kitchen   (28),  a 
Lewisham  plumber,  poisoned  himself  with  spirit  of  salt  in 
the  presence  of  his  sister. — Phcebe  Larkinson  (27),  a  cook, 
committed  suicide  at  her  employer's  house  at  Walsall  by 
taking  a  solution  of  salt  of  lemon. — An  adjourned  inquest 
was  held  at  Battersea  concerning  the  death  of  Kate  Gibson 
(41),  housekeeper  to  Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  339  Queen's  Road, 
Battersea.      The  deceased  who  had  been  given  notice, 
was  subsequently  found  dead  on  her  bed.      As  Drs. 
Hutchinson  and  Freyberger  were  unable  to  account  for  the 
cause  of  death,  the  case  had  been  adjourned  for  an  analysis 
of  the  contents  of  the  stomach.    Dr.  Freyberger  now  said 
the  analysis  showed  that  death  was  due  to  strychnine-poison- 
ing.   Dr.  Hutchinson  said  the  bottle  in  which  he  kept  his 
liq.  strych.  was  labelled  in  red  "Poison,"  and  was  well 
within  the  reach  of  the  deceased,  but  he  had  missed  none 
of  the  poison. — An  inquest  was  opened  at  Westminster  on 
the  body  of  an  unknown  man  who  was  found  dead  in  Hyde 
Park.      Dr.  R.  S.  Trevor  said  he  suspected  prussic-acid 
poisoning,  and  the  Coroner  ordered  an  analysis  of  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  to  be  made. 
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Camphor  IRotes. 


The  Stocks  of  the  Drug. 

A  writer  in  the  July  number  of  the  "  Tokio  Yakuho  "  states 
that,  owing  to  the  unprecedented  activity  on  the  European 
camphor-market,  some  London  merchants  in  March  last  made 
large  speculative  purchases  in  anticipation  of  the  advance  in 
camphor  by  the  Japanese  Monopoly  Bureau  on  or  after  July  1. 
Consequently  the  unexampled  price  of  235  yen  per  kin  was 
realised,  and  not  a  few  Osaka  merchants  held  off  the  market, 
but  also  made  speculative  purchases.  The  market  course, 
however,  went  contrary  to  all  opinion,  and  a  remarkable 
decline  was  experienced  in  June.  The  writer  attributes  this 
to  the  ever-increasing  production  of  camphor  in  South  China. 
Moreover,  Mr.  Akuzawa's  refinery  in  Amoy  and  other  Chinese 
factories  in  the  interior  of  South  China  have  been  constantly 
endeavouring  to  increase  their  produce,  and  simultaneously 
the  Formosan  Governor-General  has  been  encouraging  the 
domestic  produce  by  increasing  the  purchase-price.  In  con- 
sideration of  rather  an  over-production,  in  the  circumstances 
London  speculators  have  been  compelled  to  hastily  dispose  of 
their  stores.  The  stores  in  Eurojpean  markets,  Bombay,  Singa- 
pore, Calcutta,  etc.,  were  thus  over-abundant,  and  from 
Australia  alone  only  small  new  orders  were  received.  But  the 
Japanese  merchants  are  not  so  pessimistic,  as  they  have 
already  orders  extending  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  a 
reactionary  revival  in  the  meanwhile  is  probable. 

Foochow  Camphor. 

The  British  Consul,  in  his  annual  report  on  the  trade  of 
Foochow  for  1906,  devotes  several  pages  to  the  production  of 
camphor,  but  as  most  of  his  remarks  are  common  knowledge 
to  those  interested  in  the  trade  an  abstract  will  suffice.  The 
chief  fact  is  that  the  exports  in  1906  suddenly  increased  to  an 
unprecedented  degree,  rising  from  4,805  cwt.  in  1905  to 
13,535  cwt.  in  1906.  In  noting  this  fact  the  Consul  states 
"  those  in  the  trade,  however,  are  regretfully  aware  that  this 
spasmodic  exuberance  is  like  the  dying  flicker  of  an  expiring 
candle_  {sic),  and  that  the  exploitation  of  camphor  in  Fukien 
is  an  industry  which  will  perish  of  inanition  in  five  or  six 
years  at  the  most."  This  is  because  the  number  of  trees  in 
the  province  of  Foochow  and  the  neighbouring  province  of 
Chekiang  is  strictly  limited,  and  as  the  manufacture  of 
camphor  is  being  prosecuted  energetically,  this  is  equivalent 
to  saying  that  camphor-trees  are  being  increasingly  destroyed. 
It  is  true  the  Provincial  Government  is  alive  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  planting  at  least  one  sapling  for  every  adult  tree  cut 
down  ,  but  as  the  camphor-tree  takes  many  years  to  mature 
the  authorities  are  legislating  for  a  very  distant  future.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  repeated  attempts  to  create  a 
Government  monopoly  of  camphor,  referred  to  on  several 
occasions  in  the  C.  <&  D.,  have  been  vigorously  resisted  by  the 
Treaty  Powers.  Most  of  the  camphor  shipped  from  Foochow 
goes  to  Hong-Kong  for  distribution,  chiefly  for  London,  the 
Continent,  and  India ;  but  in  1906  there  was  a  large  increase 
in  shipments  direct  to  London. 

The  exports  of  camphor  oil  from  Foochow,  which  began  in 
1903,  have  been  steadily  increasing  in  volume,  as  the  following 
figures  show:  1903,  624  cwt,  (993/.);  1904,  744  cwt,  (1,380/.); 
1905,  349  cwt.  (600/.) ;  and  1906,  3,796  cwt.  (8,344/.). 

Camphor  as  a  Blood-toll. 

An  English  resident  in  Formosa  communicates  to  "  Cham- 
bers's Journal  "  some  interesting  observations  on  the  struggle 
which  has  been  going  on  in  Formosa  since  its  annexation  by 
Japan.  The  young  braves  of  Formosa  in  qualifying  for  the 
dignity  of  matrimony  have  to  make  a  good  collection  of 
heads  ;  these  were  wont  to  be  Chinese,  but  now  Japanese  heads 
are  also  in  demand,  and  the  Japanese  soldiers  have  a  rough 
time  of  it.  We  have  recently  reported  that  they  are  now 
making  good  progress  against  the  aboriginals,  and  their  com- 
plete subjugation  is  only  a  question  of  time.  The  interest  of 
the  article  to  our  readers  lies  in  the  description  given  (ap- 
parently from  personal  observation)  of  the  manufacture  of 
camphor.  Let  mo  take  my  reader  (says  the  writer)  to  a  cam- 
phor-camp in  the  mountains  where  our  heads  will  be  in  no 
danger,  for  it  is  well  guarded  by  Japanese  soldiery.  Many 
of  the  best  camphor-forests  still  lie  beyond  t lie  protected  zone, 
in  disputed  territory,  and  into  these  the  Japanese  are 
gradually  working,  as  they  require  the  trees,  by  a  system  of 
block-houses  from  which  their  small  posts  can  resist  any  attack 
by  the  savages.  Even  the  nearest  of  the  camphor-stills  are 
several  hours'  good  marching  from  the  lower  slopes  of  the 
mountains.  These  rise  in  a  beautiful  succession  of  tiers,  one 
above  the  other,  to  where  the  highest  peaks  are  sharply  out- 
lined against  the  cobalt  blue  of  the  sky. 

The  valley  by  which  our  path  ascends  presents  the  most 
enchanting  alternations  of  scene.  .  .  .  By  and  by,  after  a 
steep  and  slippery  climb,  we  reach  the  camp  for  which  we 
have  been  making.  The  whole  air  is  pervaded  by  a  strong 
odour  of  camphor,  and  a  big  camphor-tree  about  4  ft.  in 


diameter  has  been  felled  and  sawn  longitudinally.  Two  men 
with  adzes  are  cutting  off  6-in.  chips  to  feed  the  retorts  of  the 
camphor-stills,  which,  having  received  the  redolent  fragments, 
are  heated  by  a  slow  fire.  The  camphor  vapour  which  is  thus 
given  off  passes  by  a  tube  into  a  cooling-box  partially  im- 
mersed in  water,  where  the  sublimated  camphor  condenses  in 
snow-like  crystals.  The  chips  are  renewed  every  twenty-four 
hours,  and  every  eighth  day  the  fire  is  put  out  and  the  crystals 
removed  from  the  box.  The  crude  product  is  then  dumped 
into  vats  furnished  with  holes  for  drainage,  and  beneath,  in 
vessels  placed  for  the  purpose,  is  gathered  the  yellow  camphor- 
oil,  for  which  there  is  such  a  universal  demand.  The  camphor 
itself,  still  containing  some  oil,  is  then  conveyed  to  the  refining 
factory  at  Taipeh,  the  oil  being  sent  for  a  further  elaborate 
treatment  to  Japan. 

At  the  Taipeh  works  the  crude  camphor  undergoes  a  number 
of  further  processes,  consisting  of  drying,  heating,  and  eva- 
poration, until  it  becomes  refined  A-grade  camphor.  This 
has  generally  realised  in  the  foreign  market  10/.  14s.  per  picul 
of  133  lb.,  and  the  value  of  the  monopoly  to  Japan  is  repre- 
sented by  something  like  300,000/.  to  400,000/.  per  annum.  The 
actual  workers,  who  so  frequently  pay  a  horrible  toll  for  their 
industry,  receive  the  high  pay  of  3/.  per  picul  in  consideration 
of  the  risks  to  which  they  are  exposed. 

Japan  is  devoting  herself  with  energy  and  success  to  the 
development  of  her  Formosan  Colony,  and  in  time  no  doubt 
will  gain  the  mountain  interior  and  subdue  the  ferocious 
guardians  of  the  camphor-forests.  Meantime  the  high  price 
of  camphor  is  in  the  nature  of  a  blood-toll — a  price  which  we 
shall  not  grudge  if  we  consider  that  the  aetual  cost  of  our 
fragrant  purchase  may  be  represented  by  a  few  dried  human 
heads  set  up  in  a  far-away  village  in  the  Formosan  mountains. 


Ipotsone  in  Hmcrica. 

IN  the  United  States  such  a  lot  has  been  made  of  the  part 
that  patent  and  proprietary  medicines  play  in  causing 
deaths  that  the  impression  has  been  given  that  these  medi- 
cines are  deadly  poisons.  It  is  therefore  a  relief  to  turn  to 
the  statistics  of  poisonings,  covering  1,753  cases,  that  have 
been  published  in  the  "  American  Druggist  "  and  find  that 
of  the  deaths  from  poison  only  2  per  cent,  were  due  to 
patent  medicines.  The  poisons  used  are  quite  as  varied  as 
in  this  country  ;  we  note  fatalities  from  castor  oil,  ginger, 
washing-soda,  poultice,  pennyroyal,  printers'  ink,  perman- 
ganate of  potash,  and  soap-liniment.  The  statistics  are  not 
issued  by  the  U.S.  Government,  but  were  collected  by  the 
Proprietary  Association  of  America  through  Press-cutting 
agencies ;  they  are,  nevertheless,  instructive  and  useful. 
The  following  is  a  recapitulation  : 


Name  of  Article. 


Medicines  (not  "  patent  ") 

Poisons   

D  sinfcctants   

Household  articles 

Vegetable  poisons 

Ice  cream,  candy,  and  lemonade 

"  Patent  "  medicines 

Whisky  and  alcohol 

Liniments  and  inhalents 

Stock  and  dairy  preparations  ... 

Misce'laneous  medicines... 

Miscellaneous  articles   

Toilet  preparations   

Polishes  and  cleansers   


Totals 


Cases  Fatal 


1,636 

803 

1,409 

582 

289 

81 

264 

50 

153 

20 

108 

8 

90 

43 

84 

61 

79 

22 

57 

30 

44 

18 

36 

10 

27 

20 

19 

5 

4,295  1,753 


The  five  principal  poisons  are  as  follows  : 


Name  of  Article. 


Cases  Fatal 


Carbolic  acid 

Morphine   

Laudanum  ... 
Strychnine  tablets... 
Wood  alcohol 


871 

352 

401 

257 

236 

92 

201 

143 

150 

118 

It  should  be  stated  that  these  statistics  refer  to  mis- 
adventures, and  not  to  suicides. 
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Grafce  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  September  5. 

THE  drug  and  chemical  market  has  not  yet  quite  recovered 
from  the  holiday  mood,  but  another  week  will  probably 
see  it  settled  down  to  serious  business.  The  principal  move- 
ments have  been  the  firm  and  decidedly  upward  tendency 
of  cascara  sagrada  and  the  fluctuations  in  peppermint  oil 
and  in  camphor.  Quinine  is  a  steady  market,  but  no  upward 
movement  has  yet  begun,  and  although  there,  appears  to  be 
a  steady  undercurrent  of  business  in  small  lots  of  foreign 
brands,  the  price  is  not  affected.  Opium  and  its  alkaloids 
are  quiescent,  the  tendency  being  downwards,  if  any. 
Copper  sulphate  has  fluctuated  considerably  during  the  past 
few  days,  and  is  a  shade  lower  at  latest  quotation.  Citric 
acid  is  also  lower  in  value,  and  shellac  is  in  a  very  precarious 
position.  The  following  table  indicates  the  more  note- 
worthy alterations  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cardamoms 
Cascara 

sagrada 
Cocoa  butter 
Coriander-seed 
Juniper  berries 
Oil  anise  (star) 
Oil,  sandalwood 
Senega 

Camphor 
Cru.m  smiles 
Ergot 

(Spanish) 
Fenugreek 
Oil,  cajuput 
Tragacauth 

Grains  of 

Paradise 
Oil,  citronella 
Opium 
Squill 

Acid,  citric 

Arsenic 

Copper 

sulphate 
Menthol 
Oil,  cloves 
Oil,  cardamoms 
Oil,  pimento 

Cablegram. 

New  York,  September  5  : — Fair  business  is  being  done 
in  this  market.  The  position  of  opium  is  unchanged. 
Refined  camphor  is  lower  at  85c.  per  lb.  in  barrels.  Cascara 
sagrada  is  very  active  at  10^c.  per  lb.  Golden  seal 
(hydrastis)  is  firm  at  $1.65  per  lb.  Peppermint  oil  in  bulk 
is  lower  at  $1.65.    Quinine  is  firmer  at  16c.  per  oz.  in  bulk. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  not  much  change  to  report  regarding  the  con- 
dition of  the  heavy-chemical  market.  Demand,  however,  on 
both  home  and  export  account  is  somewhat  better,  and  values 
rule  very  steady. 

_  Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  firm,  with  a  moderate  business  pass- 
ing. Beckton,  12/.  Is.  3(7.  ;  Beckton  terms,  117.  lis.  3(7.  to 
117.  12s.  6(7.  ;  London,  11/.  15s.  to  11/.  16s.  3(7.  ;  Leith,  127.  ; 
and  Hull,  117.  15s.  Quotations  forward  remain  nominally 
ds.  bd.  to  5s.  per  ton  higher. 

Lead-products  are  a  trifle  irregular,  but  are  in  fairly  active 
request.  White  acetate  of  lead,  327.  to  33/.  per  ton  ;  brown 
acetate  of  lead,  267.  10s.  to  26/.  15s. ;  and  nitrate  of  lead,  34/. 
to  34/.  5s.  per  ton,  all  less  2£  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Sulphocyanides  are  unaltered  either  as  regards  general  tone 
or  demand.  Potassium,  7(7.  to  7^(7.  per  lb. ;  ammonium,  95  per 
cent.,  6^(7  to  6|(7.  per  lb.  ;  and  barium,  95  per  cent,,  3±(i.  to 
via.  per  lb.  4 

Zinc  Salts  rule  on  the  steady  side,  and  are  in  improved 
request  both  for  home  and  export.  Zinc  sulphate  crystals, 
u.  bs.  to  11.  15s.  per  ton,  and  zinc  chloride,  100°  Tw.  solution, 
o(.  os.  to  6/.  15s.  per  ton. 

,^AI;NE5IDM  ^V?  are  in  good  all-round  consumptive  request, 
and  steady.    Sulphate  60s.  to  62s.  6(7.  per  ton  ;  chloride  65s! 
to  bis.  6(7^  per  ton  ;  and  carbonate,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s.  per  cwt 
srarW*  Co™v?  f  continues  very  firm,  with  strong  demand'and 
scarcity.    Best  Lancashire  makes,  42s.  6(7.  to  45s.  per  ton, 

ree  on  rVaeilP°    5  * lsh'  ^  t0  ^  ^  per  ton'  in  bul1^ 


American  Drug-market. 

New  York,  August  27. 

The  drug-market  is  quiet  and  uninteresting,  and  the  con- 
tinued lack  of  business  is  trying  the  patience  of  those  whose 
departments  are  chiefly  affected.  The  undertone  is,  on  the 
whole,  firm,  and  prices  fluctuate  within  a  narrow  range.  Cas- 
cara is  attracting  considerable  attention,  and  higher  prices 
are  expected.  Opium  is  a  trifle  easier  in  so  far  as  a  limited 
supply  can  be  obtained  at  $6.90.    Peru  balsam  is  lower. 

Aloes. — Curacao  in  boxes  is  selling  freely  at  8^0.  to  9c.  as  to 
quantity.  Gourds  are  not  in  much  request  at  14c.  A  good 
business  has  been  done  in  Cape  at  9|c.  True  Barbados  is 
scarce,  and  35c.  is  asked. 

Camphor. — American  refined  is  cheaper  at  93c.  for  bulk, 
with  the  usual  advance  of  lc.  for  squares.  The  demand  does 
not  amount  to  much,  and  there  is  keen  competition  for  the 
business,  the  bulk  of  which  is  transacted  under  the  surface 
quotations. 

Canada  Fir  Balsam  is  in  light  supply  on  spot,  and  values  are 
tonding  upwards.  A  routine  trade  is  in  progress  on  a  basis 
of  $3.10  per  gal. 

Cascara. — Considerable  business  has  recently  been  trans- 
acted, and  the  local  market  shows  increased  firmness  owing  to 
scarcity.  Ruling  spot  prices  range  from  95C  to  lie,  according 
to  age  of  bark  and  size  of  order.  Offerings  at  the  inside  figure 
are  limited,  and  for  future  delivery  dealers  refuse  to  nail 
down  a  quotation.  The  Eastern  market  is  strongly  supported 
by  advices  from  the  Californian  producing  areas.  The  yield 
is  reported  small,  due  mainly  to  the  scarcity  of  labour  during 
the  peeling  season,  and  holders  at  these  sources  decline  to 
commit  themselves  on  orders  for  deferred  shipment.  9c.  has 
been  refused  for  car  lots,  f.o.b.  Coast.  As  this  refers  to  new 
bark,  which  dries  out  in  storage,  prices  can  hardly  be  expected 
to  decline  in  the  near  future. 

Copaiba. — The  market  for  C.  &  S.  American  is  rather  quiet, 
and  the  stock  on  hand  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  requirements 
for  some  time.  Para,  for  arrival,  is  quoted  at  90c.  in  keg  lots 
under  fair  inquiries. 

Ginseng. — Values  are  well  maintained.  A  200-lb.  lot  for 
Chinese  consumption  changed  hands  at  $7,  and  up  to  $7.50 
per  lb.  is  asked  for  the  more  artistic  pieces. 

Hydrastis. — There  is  no  abatement  in  the  demand,  and  the 
market  continues  to  reflect  a  firm  tone,  owing  to  strong  reports 
from  initial  points.  Some  lots  of  drug,  adulterated  with 
other  roots  through  careless  gathering,  but  still  of  U.S. P.  assay 
strength,  have  been  sold  at  prices  below  the  standard  quota- 
tions. Of  this  quality  there  is  no  more  available  at  present,  and 
practically  nothing  can  be  procured  under  $1.60,  while  $1.65 
is  quoted  by  most  holders. 

Ipecacuanha  is  rather  quiet  at  present.  Rio  is  still  quoted 
at  $1.60  to  $1.65,  while  $1.35  is  considered  a  nominal  price  for 
Cartagena. 

Mandrakes. — Arrivals  have  been  light,  and  the  market  is 
well  sustained  at  6c.  to  6^c.  under  fair  inquiries. 

Menthol  is  unsettled  and  dull.  Quotations  are  $2.55  to 
$2.65,  but  $2.45  is  possible  for  60-lb.  lots. 

Opium  has  not  been  much  in  request  since  prices  approach- 
ing the  present  level  were  touched.  Consumers  are  content  for 
the  time  being  to  deal  in  such  quantities,  as  they  can  imme- 
diately turn  over,  leaving  their  skirts  clear  in  the  event  of  a 
break.  This  lack  of  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  market 
is  shared  by  some  of  the  smaller  dealers,  and  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  their  holding  out  on  a  firm  order  to  $6.90.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  large  interests  clain.  xo  have  the  market 
well  under  control,  and  state  that  any  goods  sold  under  $7 
cannot  be  replaced. 

Peppermint. — There  is  little  of  new  interest  to  record. 
Quotations  are  unchanged,  and  there  is  not  sufficient  buying 
interest  to  test  the  market.  The  distillation  of  oil  is  in  full 
swing,  and  an  average  crop  is  expected. 

Peru  Balsam  is  cheaper  by  25c.  per  lb.,  revised  prices 
being  $2.25  to  $2.75. 

Senega  is  firm  at  50c.  to  51c.  Although  the  demand  is  only 
fair,  the  inclinations  are  to  press  the  advantage  given  by 
the  shortage  and  to  maintain  a  high  level  of  prices.  In 
common  with  other  indigenous  drugs,  senega  is  scarce,  owing 
to  lack  of  gatherers,  the  counter  attractions  of  harvesting 
the  more  important  field-crops  proving  too  strong. 

Continental  Drug  Markets. 

Acid,  Acetic— The  reports  from  America  announcing  the 
probability  of  a  rise  in  the  price  of  limes  may  induce  a  similar 
rise  in  acetic  acid,  but  at  present  there  is  still  a  good  supply  of 
acid  in  the  market,  and  the  demand  during  the  summer  months 
has  not  been  heavy. 

Acid,  Oxalic — The  market  conditions  for  this  year  remain 
unchanged,  and  the  trade  price  is  70m.  to  75m.  per  100  kilos. 
Some  time  ago  the  Syndicate  issued  quotations  for  1908,  with 
an  advance  of  5m.  per  100  kilos,  as  compared  to  1907.  A  good 
deal  of  business  was  transacted  after  this  announcement,  and 
the  position  of  oxalic  acid  seems  assured  for  some  time. 

Antimony,  Crude.— Holders  of  antimony  have  been  sus- 
taining severe  losses.    Offers  from  China  are  not  pressing, 
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and  it  would  almost  seem  as  though  the  lowest  price  level 
had  now  been  reached.  Spot  antimony  is  quoted  at  62m.  per 
100  kilos.,  but  for  delivery  contracts  of  at  least  10,000  kilos. 
52^m.  per  100  kilos.  Since  this  time  last  year  antimony  has 
declined  by  more  than  half. 

Balsam,  Peru. — The  market  is  quiet  but  firm  and  there 
appears  to  be  a  union  of  some  sort  in  productive  centres. 
Guaranteed  pure  balsam  is  quoted  at  21m.  per  100  kilos.  The 
synthetic  product  is  quoted  at  9^m.  per  100  kilos. 

Bromine  Preparations. — The  market  has  been  very  dull. 
It  would  appear  probable  that  there  has  been  over-production 
on  the  part  of  the  many  new  factories  that  have  been  esta- 
blished, and  a  union  of  the  manufacturers  is  suggested. 

Camphor. — There  has  been  a  further  decline  in  the  price  for 
refined,  and  quotations  have  fallen  by  100m.  to  700m.  per 
100  kilos.  Supplies  can  be  obtained  at  even  lower  prices  on 
second-hands,  as  there  is  great  fear  of  a  further  reduction,  and 
dealers  are  anxious  to  reduce  their  stocks.  The  recent  reduc- 
tion from  800m.  to  700m.  was  hardly  anticipated,  and  may  be 
attributed  partly  to  the  fact  that  of  late  an  inordinate  quantity 
of  crude  Chinese  camphor  was  forced  on  the  market.  The 
future  of  refined  camphor  depends  to  a  great  extent  on  the 
further  development  of  crude  Chinese,  and  in  well-informed 
circles  many  are  of  opinion  that  matters  have  come  to  a 
turning-point. 

Cantharides. — New  cantharides  is  quoted  on  the  spot 
(Hamburg)  at  675m.  per  100  kilos.  It  appears  that  the  catch 
this  year  is  not  very  large. 

Dextrin. — The  firm  tendency  for  all  potato-products  con- 
tinues, and  this  applies  not  only  to  the  available  supply,  which 
is  very  small,  but  also  to  deliveries  for  the  new  season.  The 
demand  is  good  and  the  market  is  brisk.  Fears  for  the  new 
crop  are  entertained,  and  there  is  some  speculation  in  the 
market.  At  present  potato-meal  costs  about  21m.  and  dextrin 
about  25m.  to  26m.  per  100  kilos. 

Glycerin. — The  price  agreed  upon  some  time  ago  by  the 
combination  (110m.  per  100  kilos,  for  double  distilled)  has 
been  maintained  until  now,  but  recently  the  possibility  of  an 
advance  in  price  has  been  contemplated  since  a  scarcity  has 
become  apparent  in  the  market  for  crude.  The  consumption 
will  also  be  greater  during  the  winter  season,  and  this  will  no 
doubt  also  influence  the  prices. 

Potassium  Chlorate. — It  was  reported  recently  that  the 
Convention  prices  were  to  be  raised,  but  this  report  has  not 
been  justified.  Second-hand  quotations  have  been  raised  by 
about  3m.  per  100  kilos.,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  potash.  The 
manufacturers  have  practically  sold  out  their  stock,  and  it  is 
very  probable  that  the  Convention,  which  generally  fixes  the 
price  in  September  for  the  next  year,  will  raise  the  prices 
rather  than  lower  them. 

Quillaia-bark. — The  market  is  somewhat  weaker,  owing  to 
lower  quotations  from  Chili,  and  the  bark  is  again  obtainable 
at  the  lower  price  of  49m.  per  100  kilos.  Cut  bark  is  offered 
at  unchanged  prices,  and  there  is  small  demand. 

Wax,  Garnauba. — The  Hamburg  market  is  still  very  quiet- 
Current  grey  is  quoted  at  320m.  per  100  kilos.  ;  fatty  grey 
340m.  per  100  kilos.  Brazil  quotations  are  somewhat  higher, 
but  it  is  hardly  probable  that  these  will  take  effect. 

Zinc  Oxide.— About  the  middle  of  August,  owing  to  the 
lower  prices  for  metal,  quotations  for  oxide  declined  by  1.75m. 
per  100  kilos.  The  price  of  oxide  is  regulated  by  a  convention, 
and  whether  it  will  fall  still  lower  remains  to  be  seen. 


London  Market. 

Acid,  Citric,  continues  on  its  downward  course,  and  it 
is  now  possible  to  buy  ton  lots  of  foreign  acid  at  Is.  8d. 
per  lb.  net  c.i.f.    The  price  for  English  is  Is.  10^7. 

Acid,  Oxalic. — The  price  is  now  quoted  at  A^d.  per  lb., 
but  it  probably  could  be  bought  at  Z^d.  for  delivery  over 
next  year. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — On  the  spot  English  make  is  quoted  at 
ll£d.  per  lb.  and  foreign  manufacture  at  lOgrf.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — Prices  firm  at  last  auction  rates.  There  have 
been  no  arrivals  during  the  week. 

Arsenic  is  lower  at  32s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Belladonna  Root. — Very  scarce,  and  no  good  root  offer- 
ing. On  the  spot  there  is  a  small  quantity  chumpy,  woody 
root  that  might  be  bought  at  about  60s.  per  cwt. 

Benzoin. — Sixty  cases  of  good  Sumatra  have  arrived, 
but  there  have  been  no  further  arrivals  of  Siam  or  of 
Palembang.  The  stock  of  good  Palembang  has  been  practi- 
cally cleared  at  40s.  per  cwt.,  and  there  is  none  except  low 
qualities  obtainable. 

Buchu. — There  is  not  much  business  doing,  all  the  good 
leaf  being  gone.    The  prices  rule  from  8(/.  to  lid.  per  lb. 


Some  good  green  leaf  has  sold  at  9^c7.  per  lb.,  and  Qd.  has 
been  paid  for  fair  quality. 

Camphor. — Slightly  firmer.  Japanese  refined  is  offered 
at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  1-oz.  tablets  and  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  for 
2^-lb.  slabs,  and  business  is  reported  at  these  prices. 
Holders  are  now  seeking  2s.  6g(7.  c.i.f.  for  1-oz  tablets; 
for  September-October  shipment,  2s.  Id.  buyers,  and  sellers 
2s.  l^d.  c.i.f.  With  regard  to  crude  sales  of  Chinese  on 
the  spot  have  been  made  at  210s.  per  cwt.  on  the  basis  of 
93  per  cent,  pure,  and  there  are  further  buyers,  but  sellers 
are  seeking  from  215s.  to  220s.  per  cwt.  There  are  no 
offers  of  forward  shipment  below  230s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 

The  "  Chemiker  Zeitung  "  states  that  prices  are  beginning 
to  decline,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  as  there  is  too  much 
competition.  Not  only  the  "  Chemische  Fabrik  auf  Aktien," 
but  also  the  "  Chemische  Fabrik  von  Heyden  "  and  the  firm 
of  "  C.  F.  Bohringer  &  Sonne  "  are  now  figuring  in  the  cam- 
phor-market, while  the  "  Badische  Anilin-  und  Soda-Fabrik" 
and  the  "  Farbenfabriken  vorm.  Friedr.  Bayer  &  Co."  are 
endeavouring  to  decrease  the  cost  of  their  method  of  produc- 
tion, and  will  soon  enter  into  competition  with  the  other  firms. 
In  France  a  camphor-factory  is  being  erected,  with  a  capital 
of  11.000,000f.,  a  company  having  been  formed  of  all  the 
French  celluloid-manufacturers,  several  English  capitalists 
and  some  chemical-manufacturers  in  Paris  and  Bale.  This 
company  is  also  establishing  camphor-manufactories  in  Eng- 
land and  in  the  United  States.  The  outlook  is  not  a  very 
brilliant  one,  especially  if  Japan  cuts  down  the  prices  still 
further. 

Caraway  Seed. — The  new  Dutch  crop  is  offered  to  arrive 
at  32s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  ;  on  the  spot  the  price  is  from  33s.  to 
34s.,  according  to  quality. 

Cardamoms  are  inquired  for,  and  a  fair  business  has  been 
done  at  a  small  advance  on  last-mentioned  prices.  Holders 
are  very  firm. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — At  the  end  of  last  week  a  fairly  con- 
siderable business  was  done  on  the  spot,  and  for  arrival  at 
50s.  to  51s.  per  cwt.  for  the  former,  and  50s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 
for  the  latter.  This  week  the  article  has  been  quiet,  but 
the  position  continues  very  strong.  It  is  reported  that 
Hamburg  has  bought  some  in  Liverpool  at  a  shade  under  50s. 
The  c.i.f.  quotation  comes  at  51s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cassia  Fistula. — The  spot  stock  of  West  Indian  has  been 
cleared  at  20s.  per  cwt.,  but  not  much  was  available  at  that 
price. 

Chamomiles. — Reports  point  to  a  firmer  tendency,  on 
account  of  the  recent  torrential  rains.  It  is  quite  possible, 
therefore,  that  prices  will  harden  ;  but  not  many  large 
orders  have  been  given,  buyers  preferring  to  wait  a  little 
longer.  The  closing  quotations  are  from  85s.  to  87s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — Over  sixty  packages  of  Crown  bark  will  be 
offered  at  next  sales.  The  bark  shipments  from.  Java  for 
August  amounted  to  1,620,000  Amsterdam  lb.,  as  against 
1,529,000  A.  lb.  in  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

Coca-leaves. — Sales  have  taken  place  since  the  auctions 
at  Id.  per  lb.  for  fair  greenish  Ceylon  leaves. 

Cocaine. — The  makers'  price  for  hydrochloride  is  still 
9s.  5d.  per  oz.  ;  in  second-hands  it  might  be  bcught  at  less. 

Cocoa-butter. — The  result  of  the  auction  at  Amster- 
dam on  September  3  was  as  follows  : — 70  tons  Van  Houten's 
sold  at  from  119^c.  to  113^c,  average  price  114.90c.  against 
106.10c.  at  previous  auction.  Seven  and  a-half  tons  De 
Jong's  sold  at  from  112^c.  to  1133. 

Copper-sulphate. — Lower.  The  London  quotation  is 
28/.  5s.  per  ton  spot.  The  Liverpool  price  is  26/.  15s. 
November  and  25/.  15s.  for  January-February  delivery. 

Coriander. — Morocco  seeds  are  dearer,  spot  price  being 
from  9s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  cwt.  English  is  selling  at  from  18s. 
to  25s.  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — The  latest  price  for  foreign  powder 
98  per  cent,  is  81s.  per  cwt.,  and  79s.  for  95  per  cent, 
powder. 

Cubebs. — Fair  sales  have  been  made  during  the  week  at 
from  42s.  6d.  to  45s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  quality,  slightly 
stalky. 

Dandelion  Root. — Still  very  scarce  on  the  spot  for  im- 
mediate delivery,  but  supplies  of  the  new  crop  of  English 
may  be  expected  at  any  moment.  Foreign  cut  has  been  sold 
in  small  lots  at  62s.  bd.  per  cwt. 
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Dragon's  Blood. — One  parcel  of  Zanzibar  drop  has 
arrived,  and  ten  cases  of  lump  are  close  at  hand.  Fine 
quality,  for  which  11?.  is  the  price,  is  much  wanted. 

Ergot  of  Rye.—  The  holders  of  Spanish  are  very  much 
firmer  in  their  idea  of  price.  One  large  operator  is  now 
asking  Is.  bd.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Fenugreek. — The  prices  are  tending  firmer.  Fail- 
Morocco  is  quoted  12s.  per  cwt.,  and  13s.  is  wanted  for  good 
seeds. 

Gamboge.— Seven  cases  of  fair  quality,  representing 
about  1^  ton  weight,  have  arrived. 

Gentian-root. — In  fairly  good  demand.  Whole  is  selling 
at  22s.  6c/.  per  cwt.,  cut  root  at  from  28s.  to  30s.,  accord- 
ing to  quality. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — Easier ;  spot  price  being  48s.  per 
cwt. 

Hellebore-root. — Powdered  white  is  in  fairly  good 
demand  from  21s.  to  23s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quantity. 

Ipecacuanha. — No  transactions  since  last  auctions. 
First-hand  sellers  of  Matto  Grosso  ask  6s.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  a 
few  bales  could  be  obtained  from  second-hand  holders  at 
rather  less.  Minas  is  held  at  5s.  8d.  per  lb.,  and  Carta- 
gena at  5s.  per  lb.  The  only  arrivals  have  been  32  packages 
of  Johore,  which  is  of  the  usual  fine  quality. 

Isinglass. — At  the  periodical  sales  last  week  115  packages 
sold  out  of  403  offered.  The  prices  for  Kurrachee  leaf 
ranged  from  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  common  thin  to  2s.  8c/.  for 
good.  Yellow  fatty  gelatinous  pipe  sold  at  Is.  10c/.,  com- 
moner sorts  Is.  4c?.  to  Is.  5c?.  Old  sort  tongue  fair  dark 
realised  2s.  9c?.,  and  low  character  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3c/.  Purse 
sold  at  from  9c/.  to  Is.  2d.,  according  to  quality,  and  one 
lot  of  ordinary  thin  bladder  pipe  realised  Is.  6c/.  per  lb. 

Juniper-berries. — The  new  crop,  although  reported  as 
being  abundant,  is  fetching  rather  high  prices.  This  is 
partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  practically  nothing  of 
last  year's  left  over.  From  lis.  6c/.  to  12s.  6c/.  per  cwt., 
according  to  quality,  is  now  the  c.i.f.  price  for  100-bag  lots. 
On  the  spot  16s.  to  16s.  6c/.  is  wanted. 

Lemon-juice,  English. — This  has  not  gone  so  well  as 
was  anticipated.  There  are  about  2,000  gals,  still  on  the 
market,  offering  at  Is.  5gc/.  per  gal. 

Liquorice-root. — There  is  a  fairly  good  demand  for 
common  natural  root,  8s.  9c/.  per  cwt.  being  the  price. 

Menthol. — Business  was  done  last  week  in  Kobayashi 
crystals  at  7s.  9c/.  per  lb.,  and  in  Suzuki  at  7s.  4^c/.  to  7s.  6c/. 
spot.   For  arrival  Suzuki  has  sold  at  7s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Morphine. — The  combination  is  so  strong  that  prices 
may  be  advanced  again,  but  at  present  there  is  no  indica- 
tion of  any  upward  tendency.  The  unsetled  state  of  the 
opium  market  tends  to  keep  the  price  steady. 

Musk. — No  change.  For  fine  blue-skin  Tonquin  pods 
80s.  to  85s.  per  oz.  is  wanted,  and  65s.  for  lower  qualities, 
while  dull,  well-trimmed  is  quoted  at  60s.  to  65s.,  and  lower 
sorts  same  style  at  40s.  per  oz.  Cabardine  is  still  difficult 
to  obtain.  For  Chinese  the  price  is  24s.,  and  for  Russian 
20s.  per  oz. 

Myrrh. — Small  sales  of  fair  sorts  have  been  made  at  70s. 
per  cwt. 

Oil,  Almond.— The  English  oil  is  quoted  at  2s.  2c/.  per  lb., 
and  2s.  4c/.  for  bleached.  Lower  prices  are  looked  for.  The 
disturbances  in  Morocco  may  probably  have  postponed  the 
decline  that  was  expected. 

Oil,  ANibE  (Star).— Dearer  on  the  spot  and  still  firm. 
Some  business  has  been  done  at  5s.  4c/.  per  lb.  The  c.i.f. 
price  is  slightly  easier— 4s.  lid.  to  5s. 

Oil,  Cajuput. — Green  Singapore  oil  is  firmer,  the  spot 
price  being  from  3s.  3c?.  to  3s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Camphor.- — For  white  Japan  75s.  has  been  paid  on 
spot. 

Oil,  Cardamoms. — A  reduction  has  taken  place,  the  price 
for  English  distilled  being  now  4s.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Cassia. — There  are  buyers  for  this  oil,  but  it  is 
very  firmly  held  at  5s.  10c/.  per  lb.  for  70  to  75  per  cent., 
6s.  per  lb.  for  75  to  80  per  cent.,  and  6s.  3c/.  per  lb.  for 
80  to  85  per  cent. 

Oil,   Castor. — Hull-made  oil  is  quoted  as   follows  : 


November-December  delivery,  medicinal,  33/.  5s.  ;  firsts, 
30?.  15s.  October-December  seconds,  29?.  15s.  ;  January 
1908  to  September,  medicinal,  33?.  5s.  ;  firsts,  30?.  15s.  ; 
seconds,  29/.  15s.,  all  per  ton  in  barrels;  in  cases,  2?.  10s. 
per  ton  extra  ;  delivered  free  ex  wharf  London,  usual  terms. 
Belgian  firsts  is  quoted  at  32?.  per  ton  spot ;  31/.  10s.  Sep- 
tember-December, and  30?.  10s.  January-June  1908. 
Seconds,  31?.  spot,  and  29?.  10s.  January-June. 

Oil,  Citronella. — Business  slow  and  prices  are  slightly 
easier.  The  spot  price  in  drums  is  Is.  9c?.  to  Is.  9J,c/.  per 
lb.  to  arrive  forward  shipment,  and  Is.  5icZ.  to  Is.  6c/.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Cloves. — Lower  by  2c/.  per  lb.  The  price  for  English 
oil  is  now  4s.  10c/.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — On  the  spot  1907  Norwegian  oil  seems 
to  occupy  a  very  firm  position.  A  small  business  has  been 
done  at  77s.  6c/.  per  barrel,  but  75s.  to  76s.  seems  to  be  the 
general  idea  of  the  forward  c.i.f.  price.  The  holders  main- 
tain that  the  market  is  very  strong,  and  may  go  up  at  any 
moment.  Our  Bergen  correspondent  states  that  the  oil 
market  is  quite  unaltered.  Very  few  and  small  sales  have 
been  made,  but  the  tendency  is  strong  at  71s.  per  barrel 
f.o.b.  Bergen  for  finest  non-congealing  oil.  The  export  from 
Bergen  to  date  amounts  to  7,972^  barrels,  against  9,696 
barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Lavender. — The  yield  of  English  oil  this  season  is 
much  less  than  that  of  last  year.  The  price  is  23s.  per  lb. 
net. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Small  business  has  been  done  on  the  spot 
for  pure  oil  at  7s.  6c/.  per  lb.,  at  which  price  there  are  now 
sellers.  Forward  prices  are  between  7s.  6c/.  and  8s.  6d. 
per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — For  oil  showing  80  per  cent,  citral 
the  price  is  4c/.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Limes. — Distilled  oil  is  very  scarce,  only  a  few  cases 
being  available  at  3s.  3c/.  and  3s.  6c/.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Olive. — Levant  on  the  spot  is  quoted  at  from  40/. 
to  42?.  From  Sicily  advices  state  that  the  crop  prospects 
are  splendid.  Complaints  are  heard  from  Calabria  and 
Gallipoli,  it  being  stated  that  in  the  mountainous  districts 
on  the  east  coast  the  olives  are  scarce  on  the  trees.  Con- 
sequently prices  on  the  exchange  at  Naples  have  slightly 
improved. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Business  has  been  done  in  Suzuki  at 
4s.  6c/.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  September- October  shipment.  Sales 
of  Kobayashi  on  the  spot  have  been  made  at  5s.  3c/.  per.  lb. 
American  "  tin  "  oil  sales  are  said  to  have  been  made  down 
to  7s.  per  lb.  for  prompt  shipment,  but  the  bulk  of  holders 
are  asking  from  7s.  3c/.  to  7s.  6c/.  per  lb.  No  authentic  re- 
ports as  to  the  new  crop  have  yet  been  received.  H.G.H.  is 
selling  at  lis.  9c/.  to  12s.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity  ; 
single  cases  now  fetching  the  latter  price.  The  yield  of 
English  oil  is  said  to  be  poor  ;  the  latest  price  quoted  is  35s. 

Oil,  Pimento. — Lower  prices  prevail,  the  latest  quotation 
for  English  oil  being  8s.  3c?.  per  lb.,  and  a  lower  figure  for 
quantity. 

Oil,  Sandal-wood. — The  price  has  gone  up  3c/.  per  lb. 
for  English  ol.  santal.  flav.,  the  latest  quotation  being 
12s.  3c/.  per  lb. 

Opium. — Market  quiet  generally,  with  a  slightly  easier 
tendency.  Good  druggists'  quality  has  been  selling  in  a 
small  way  at  from  19s.  to  20s.  per  lb.  The  spot  price  for 
Persian  is  14s.  6c/.,  and  for  arrival  13s.  per  lb.  Malata 
soft-shipping  is  quoted  at  21s.,  and  Tokat  is  the  same  price. 

Smyrna,  August  23. — Another  inactive  week  has  passed. 
Weak  holders  are  anxious  to  make  progress,  and  are  offering 
at  a  reduction  of  3s.  to  4s.,  and  as  buyers  do  not  respond  it  is 
very  likely  that  in  a  week  or  two  we  may  have  a  further  decline 
to  advise.  Strong  holders,  however,  maintain  the  late  high 
figures,  hoping  that  when  buyers  sweep  the  market  of  all  the 
cheaper  offerings  they  will  be  able  to  dictate  their  own  terms. 
The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,064  cases,  against 
2.174  cases  at  same  period  last  year. 

Phenacetin. — This  is  still  reported  very  firm,  and  up- 
ward prices  are  predicted,  but  there  has  been  no  movement 
at  all  during  the  week. 

Quinine. — A  very  listless  market  with  prices  on  the  spot 
nominally  at  8^c?.  per  oz.  Some  Java  quinine  is  offering  at 
7|c/.   An  auction  of  50,000  oz.  at  Amsterdam  last  week  was 
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announced,  but  the  whole  was  withdrawn  and  disposed  of 
privately. 

Rose  Petals. — Prime  red  Dutch  petals,  present  year's 
crop,  are  quoted  from  Amsterdam  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  comprise  12  bales  of  native 
Jamaica  and  30  bales  of  Vera  Cruz.  The  prices  are  steady 
at  last  week's  figures. 

Senega. — The  latest  spot  price  is  2s.  Ad.  per  lb.,  and  from 
2s.  Ad.  to  2s.  5<7.  c.i.f.  is  asked.  This  is  Id.  dearer  than  last 
quotation. 

Senna,  Tinnevelly. — About  800  bales  have  arrived  and 
will  probably  be  landed  in  time  for  next  week's  auctions. 
Privately  a  small  business  has  been  done  at  last  auction 
prices. 

Serpentary  Root  is  slow  of  sale  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Shellac. — Market  depressed  and  prices  fluctuating  and 
uncertain.  On  the  spot  TN  orange  sold  at  163s.  per  cwt. 
From  Calcutta  same  quality  is  reported  3  rupees  lower 
at  73  rupees  sellers.  At  auction  25  cases  good  pale  second 
orange  sold  at  125s.  to  130.S.,  and  94  cases  Button,  slightly 
cakey,  at  105s.  to  122s.  6d.,  ordinary  BL2  at  127s.  6d.  to 
130s.,  and  dark  resinous  blocky  at  102s.  6d.  to  107s.  6d. 

Soy. — In  better  demand.  Wo-chan  is  from  Is.  5d.  to 
Is.  6d.  on  the  spot,  according  to  quantity.  Bee  chop  is 
offered  at  Is.  A^d.  to  Is.  5d. 

Squill. — Owing  to  heavy  deliveries,  the  price  of  this  is 
easier.  Fair  white l^s  quoted  at  3jd.  per  lb.,  fair  at  2^d.  to 
3d.    To  arrive,  fair  sorts  are  quoted  at  16s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 

Stavesacre  Seed. — None  obtainable  on  the  spot,  and  the 
new  crop  will  not  be  ready  for  some  two  months. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Continues  low  in  price  owing  to  the 
excessive  competition  between  the  manufacturers.  Dutch 
is  beng  offered  as  low  as  48s.  per  cwt. 

Sulphur. — Commenting  on  the  refusal  of  the  Bank  of 
Sicily  to  make  further  advances  on  Sulphur  Deposit  Notes 
(C.  <£•  D.,  August  10,  p.  284),  the  British  Consul  at  Palermo 
(Mr.  S.  J.  A.  Churchill)  says  that  "owing  to  this  some  of 
the  sulphur  mines  have  had  to  stop  working.  Telegrams 
are  being  sent  to  Rome  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
Government  to  induce  the  Bank  to  continue  to  make  ad- 
vances. The  matter  is  said  to  have  been  under  considera- 
tion at  the  Council  of  Ministers,  and  an  inspector  has  been 
sent  to  make  an  inquiry."  A  Messina  report,  dated 
September  1,  states  that  the  news  that  the  agreement  with 
Mr.  Frasch  has  been  broken  is  officially  confirmed,  and  as 
a  natural  consequence  exports  to  America,  which  had  been 
interdicted  since  the  constitution  of  the  "  Consorzio  Ob- 
bligatorio  "  are  once  more  free.  Freight  has  already  been 
fixed  for  about  2,500  tons  to  New  York  sold  by  the  Con- 
sorzio at  a  reduction  of  4s.  to  5s.  per  ton  on  current  prices. 
For  large  quantities  even  a  greater  reduction  would  be 
allowed,  but  the  majority  of  American  buyers  are  under 
contract  and,  therefore,  unable  to  negotiate  new  purchases. 
On  August  8  the  Consorzio  also  reduced  prices  temporarily 
for  other  destinations,  this  reduction  leading  to  the  immedi- 
ate sale  of  some  60,000  tons.  The  Consorzio,  encouraged 
by  the  quick  success,  and  having  in  the  meantime  obtained 
another  grant  of  ten  millions  from  the  Government,  took 
at  once  a  more  hopeful  view  of  the  future,  and  consequently 
again  raised  prices  after  only  a  few  days.  A  company  for 
the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid  from  sulphur  has  been 
formed  at  Palermo.  The  sulphur  will  be  supplied  by 
the  Consorzio  at  cost  price  or  even  less,  and  other  facilities 
will  be  given  to  foster  this  new  Sicilian  industry,  and 
incidentally  to  dispose  of  the  greater  part  of  the  accumu- 
lated stock.    On  the  whole  the  position  has  improved. 

Tamarinds.— New  Barbadoes  are  offered  at  20s.  in  bond, 
and  fair  Antigus  can  be  had  at  16s.  in  bond. 

Tragacanth.— For  fine  white  151.  to  161.  per  cwt.  is 
w'anted. 

Wax,  Bees. — Good  quality  of  East  Indian  wax  is  scarce, 
and  there  are  buyers  if  the  supply  were  forthcoming. 

Bulgarian  Otto  of  Rose. 

The  "  Bulgarische  Handelzeitung  "  of  August  21  contains 
an  article  on  this  subject,  a  translation  of  which  we  append, 
the  equivalents  in  brackets  being  inserted  by  us : 

The  report  on  the  crop  of  otto  of  rose,  which  is  compiled 
every  year  by  the  Philippopolis  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  not 


yet  quite  ready,  but  it  can  be  stated  with  some  degree  of 
certainty  that  the  production  for  this  year  does  not  exceed 
600,000  muskals  [about  104,000  Eng.  oz.],  and  is  less  by  about 
40  per  cent,  than  last  year's  yield.  For  this  reason  producers 
of  otto  have  raised  the  selling-prices,  and  whereas  in  former 
years  otto  of  rose  sold  at  2.50f.  to  3.50f.  per  muskal  [12s.  6c7.  to 
16s.  3tf.  per  Eng.  oz.],  it  now  fetches  4f.  to  £f.  per  muskal 
[18s.  10c7.  to  23s.  Zd.  per  Eng.  oz.].  Up  to  now  about  300,000 
muskals  have  been  sold  at  prices  of  4.  lOf . ,  4.50f.,  and  4.80f.  per 
muskal  [19s.  4t7.,  21s.,  and  22s.  per  Eng.  oz.].  1  hese  prices  are 
by  no  means  high,  as  there  have  been  years  when  the  muskal 
was  sold  at  from  6f.  to  7f.  [28s.  to  32s.  6rf.  per  Eng.  oz.] ;  still 
they  are  sufficiently  high  to  more  than  cover  the  expenses  of 
production  and  to  encourage  producers  to  improve  {verbes- 
scrn)  the  quality  of  their  produce. 

It  would  appear  that  some  European  consumers  arc  not  very 
well  informed  as  to  the  actual  crop  and  as  to  the  heavy  ex- 
penses of  production.  They  are  under  the  impression  that 
they  can  buy  otto  of  rose  at  the  old  price — i.e.,  500f.  to  600f. 
the  kilogram  [12s.  6rf.  to  16s.  per  Eng.  oz.] — this  is,  however, 
quite  impossible  when  it  is  a  question  of  the  better  quality 
otto.  Bulgarian  (inlandischen)  exporters  are  responsible  for 
this,  as  several  took  contracts  before  the  crop  was  known  for 
the  delivery  of  considerable  quantities  of  otto.  The  prices  in 
such  cases  are  generally  lower,  for  it  is  at  a  time  when  it  is 
impossible  to  know  how  the  crop  will  turn  out.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  induce  the  producers  to  accept  these  lower  selling- 
prices,  and  it  is  stated  that  some  of  the  local  dealers,  instead 
of  giving  accurate  information  to  buyers  abroad,  have  advised 
them  to  refrain  from  buying,  as  in  November-December  the 
otto  may  be  obtained  at  3f.  the  muskal  [14s.  per  Eng.  oz.]. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  dealers  abroad  have  no  large 
supplies  over  from  last  year  and  that  European  consumers 
cannot  do  without  the  necessary  quantity  of  otto,  so  that  pro- 
ducers, who  still  have  about  300,000  muskals  [52,000  Eng.  oz.] 
unsold,  would  do  well  to  keep  together  and  maintain  the 
present  prices,  as  it  is  practically  impossible  that  the  supply 
should  remain  unsold.  This  is  just  the  time,  too,  for  the 
Bulgarian  Agricultural  Bank  to  come  forward  and  support 
the  otto-of-rose  producer  by  giving  him  credit.  There  would 
then  be  no  clanger  of  a  decline,  owing  to  speculation,  in  the 
value  of  one  of  our  most  important  national  products. 

Our  Bulgarian  Correspondent,  in  forwarding  us  the  original 
of  the  foregoing,  points  out  that  this  independent  report  con- 
firms the  accuracy  of  his  estimate  of  the  otto  of  rose  available. 
In  his  report  in  the  C.  <£•  D.  of  July  13,  p.  64,  he  said: 
"  When  the  present  crop  is  all  bought  up  and  exported  I  am 
sure  it  will  reach  the  figure  of  100,000  oz.,  or  even  105,000  oz." 

Arrivals. 

The  following  packages  of  drugs  and  chemicals  have 
arrived  at  the  various  ports  from  August  29  to  September  3 
inclusive  :  Acetic  acid,  (@  Rotterdam)  90,  (@  Stettin)  17,  (@ 
Fredrikstad)  199;  ammonia  (@  Philadelphia),  130;  aniseed 
oil  (@  Riga),  4 ;  bergamot  oil  (@  Messina).  6  cs. ;  boric 
acid  (@  Leghorn),  10 ;  chamomiles,  (@  Ghent)  37,  (@ 
Antwerp)  10 ;  camphor  (@  Shanghai),  40 ;  camphor  oil 
(®  Ostend)  1,  (@  Genoa)  25,  (@  Hamburg)  38  ;  carbolic  acid 
(@  Rotterdam),  25;  cardamoms  (@  Colombo),  101;  cassia, 
(@  Hamburg)  250,  (@  Hong-Kong)  800  ;  castor  oil,  (@  Leg- 
horn) 10,  ((a>,  Calcutta)  200,  (®  Bombav)  20;  cochineal, 
(@  Teneriffe)  4,  (@  Las  Palmas)  "  78,  (@  Canary 
Islands)  13 ;  cocoa-butter,  (@  Rotterdam)  12,  (@ 
Amsterdam)  144;  cream  of  tartar,  (@  Rotterdam)  22,  (@ 
Marseilles)  12,  (@  Bordeaux)  32;  dragon's-blood  (@  Singa- 
pore). 6;  essential  oils,  (%  Messina)  17,  (@  Ostend)  13,  (@ 
Hamburg)  4,  (@  New  York)  28,  (@  Hong-Kong)  60,  (@ 
Singapore)  23  ;  eucalyptus  oil,  (@  Brisbane)  6,  (@  Melbourne) 
102  ;  gamboge,  (@  Havre)  17,  (@  Colombo)  11 ;  gum  arabic  (@ 
Suez),  243;  honey  (@  Kingston),  19;  kola-nuts,  (@  Colombo) 
20,  (@  Grenada)  2;  lime-juice  (@  Antigua),  5;  lactic  acid  (@ 
Rotterdam),  3 ;  lemon-peel  (@  Leghorn),  100 ;  nux  vomica 
(@  Havre),  235 ;  opium,  (@  Calcutta)  16,  (@  Colombo)  11; 
orris-root  (@  Leghorn),  38  ;  peppermint  oil,  (@  Hamburg)  5, 
((g),  New  York)  1  ;  pimento,  (@  St.  Lucia)  430,  (@  Kingston) 
100;  quinine,  (@  Amsterdam)  20,  (@  Rotterdam)  30;  sarsa- 
parilla (@  Kingston),  7;  senna  (@  Colombo),  21;  soda  (@ 
Antwerp),  180  ;  squills,  (@  Messina)  22,  (@  Odessa)  49. 


Contracts. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Holborn  Board  of 
Guardians  on  September  4,  four  tenders  were  opened  for  the 
supply  of  drugs.  These  comprised  H.  D.  Stacev,  who  offered  to 
supply  at  42g  per  cent,  off  schedule  prices ;  Messrs.  Hodgkin- 
son.  Prestons  &  King,  35  per  cent,  off ;  Burgoyne,  Burbidges 
&  Co.,  43  per  cent,  off;  and  Manners  &  Hopkinson,  41J  per 
cent.  off.  Messrs.  Burgoyne's  tender  was  accepted. — At  the 
same  meeting  tenders  for  mineral  waters  were  received  from 
tamwal,  Ltd.,  Messrs.  Geraut,  and  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.  Camwal 
and  Idris  quoted  soda-water  in  syphons  at  Is.  8d.  per  dozen; 
lemonade,  in  syphons,  2s.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  and  litbia-water,  in 
syphons.  2s.  6d.  per  dozen.  Messrs.  Geraut  quoted  soda-water 
at  Is.  8d.,  lemonade  at  2s.  6c?.,  and  lithia  at  2s.  Zd.,  and  their 
offer  was  accepted,  with  10  per  cent,  discount. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION  We  have  very  full  records  of 

the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


Pink  Quinine. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  some  years 
since  it  was  decided  by  the  Government  of  India  that  all 
sulphate  of  quinine  supplied  for  Government  use  in  India, 
whether  from  this  country  or  from  local  quinine  factories, 
should  be  coloured  pink,  as  a  guarantee  of  its  purity,  and 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  commercial  article  commonly 
sold  in  the  bazaars,  the  quality  of  which  had  not  been  ascer- 
tained by  analysis. 

The  pink  colouring  is,  therefore,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, a  trade-mark,  distinguishing  Government  quinine 
from  all  other  supplies. 

It  has  recently  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  office 
that  a  demand  is  arising  for  pink  sulphate  of  quinine  for 
sale  in  the  Indian  market  and  the  Government  of  India  has 
consequently  issued  the  following  order  : 

No.  6462-78. 

Government  of  India 
Department  of  Commerce  and  Industry 
Customs 
Notification 
Simla,  1st  August,  1907. 

In  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  by  Section  19  of 
the  Sea  Customs  Act,  1878  (VIII.  of  1878),  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  is  pleased  to  prohibit  the 
bringing  by  sea  or  by  land  into  British  India  of  quinine 
which  has  been  coloured  pink. 

B.  Robertson, 
Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India. 
The  rule  as  to  the  colouring  of  quinine  which  has  existed 
for  so  many  years  is  probably  well  known  to  all  manu- 
facturers of  quinine  in  this  country.  It  may  not,  however, 
be  so  well  known  to  large  wholesale  druggists  dealing  in 
supplies  of  this  chemical  from  foreign  sources. 

Any  quinine  coloured  pink  consigned  to  Indian  merchants, 
or  others,  will,  therefore,  be  detained  by  the  Customs 
officers  in  India.  Although  not  expressly  so  stated,  it  is 
probable  that  the  regulation  applies  equally  to  all  alkaloids 
[?  salts]  of  this  chemical. 

I  shall,  therefore,  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  give  this 
letter  prominence  in  the  next  issue  of  your  journal. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  Grant  Burls, 
Director-General  of  Stores. 
India  Office,  Whitehall,  August  30. 

Otto  of  Rose. 

Messrs.  Ch.  Bagaroff  db  Fils,  of  Philippopolis,  write  to  us 
on  August  28  in  respect  to  certain  statements  about  them- 
selves which  they  are  under  the  impression  have  appeared 
in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  but  no  reference  is  given, 
and  we  cannot  trace  them.  So  far  as  their  letter  appertains 
to  the  general  question  of  the  production  and  commerce  of 
otto  of  rose,  and  this  year's  crop,  we  translate  it  from  the 
French  original.    They  say  : 

It  is  wrong  to  believe  that  one  brand  [of  otto]  is  better  than 
?u  otJ?er— Ior  instance,  that  the  Bagaroff  brand  is  better  than 
the  Schipkoff,  or  the  Papazoglou  than  the  Christoff,  etc.  All 


the  brands  are  the  same — that  is  to  say,  all  the  Bulgarian 
firms  buy  the  same  otto  of  rose  in  the  villages  from  the  peasant 
producers  of  the  four  districts,  and  there  is  no  reason  for  pre- 
ferring one  brand  to  another.  An  absolutely  pure  otto  of  rose 
has  no  mark.  With  regard  to  this  the  German  houses  are 
more  practical  than  French  and  English  houses,  for  they  look 
for  the  quality  and  purity  and  not  for  any  mark.  It  is  quite 
useless  to  be  conservative  in  buying  otto  of  rose,  which  is 
either  pure  or  adulterated,  according  to  the  price  at  which  it 
is  offered  or  which  is  offered  for  it.  This  year  several  of  the 
Bulgarian  firms  are  offering  their  otto  of  rose  at  750f.,  850f . , 
900f.,  950L,  l,000f.,  and  l,050f.  per  kilogram.  Is  it  possible 
to  offer  an  absolutely  pure  and  guaranteed  otto  of  rose  at  those 
prices  when  the  price  per  muskal  is  at  present  4.60f.  to  4.80f.  ? 
[In  a  kilo,  there  are  exactly  208  muskals  ;  1  muskal  is  a  little 
less  than  5  grams.  In  Bulgaria  otto  of  rose  is  always  bought 
and  sold  by  the  muskal.]  Let  us  take  as  basis-price  4.70f.  the 
muskal,  multiply  208  by  4.70L,  and  you  will  get  978f.,  plus 
20f.  for  packing  and  other  charges  incurred ;  that  makes 
998f.,  plus  the  5-per-cent.  commission  which  every  Bul- 
garian house  pays  its  representatives ;  this  would  then  give 
998f.,  plus  50f.,  equals  l,048f.  the  kilo.  Where  does  the  profit 
of  the  firm  which  is  selling  come  in?  How  is  it  possible  to 
sell  a  pure  otto  of  rose  at  prices  ranging  from  750f.  to  l,050f.  ? 
It  is  quite  out  of  the  question,  and  the  houses  which  offer  at 
these  prices  mix  their  otto  with  20  to  30  per  cent,  of  geranium 
oil,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  offer  the  otto  at  a  lower  price 
and  obtain  orders. 

May  we  say  a  few  words  about  the  new  crop  ?  This  year 
the  crop  commenced  about  May  25  (new  calendar)  in  all  the 
districts.    In  consequence  of  the  severe  cold  which  we  had 

I  this  winter  in  Bulgaria,  and  especially  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  rain  in  April,  the  rose-trees  did  not  flourish  and  had  few 

j  buds.  After  the  distillation  was  over  for  this  year  we  found, 
through  our  agents  and  by  personal  inspection,  that  the  result 
was  as  follows  :  Karlovo  district,  290,000  muskals  ;  Kuzanlik, 
170,000  muskals;  Brecoro,  110,000  muskals;  Bratzigoro,- 
30,000  muskals — in  all  600,000  muskals  ;  while  last  year  there 
were  900,000  muskals,  so  that  in  the  rose  valley  we  have  this 
year  300,000  muskals  less.  We  discover  each  day  that  this 
year  the  quality  of  the  otto  is  much  better  as  regards  delicate 
odour  than  last  year.  We  also  find  that  there  is  much  less 
adulteration  than  in  previous  years  in  certain  districts.  There 
is  no  old  stock  of  pure  otto  of  rose  in  the  Bulgarian  market, 
the  aforesaid  600,000  muskals  being  all  the  available  supply 
for  this  season.  The  information  given  by  your  paper  with 
reference  to  large  stocks  from  the  previous  crop  (25,000  oz.  in 
the  hands  of  one  important  Bulgarian  dealer)  is  inaccurate  as 
far  as  it  is  applied  to  pure  otto.  [There  was  no  inaccuracy, 
for  nothing  was  said  about  quality,  only  quantity. — Editor.] 
There  will  no  doubt  be  a  scarcity  of  otto  of  rose  this  year,  and 
consequently  the  Bulgarian  firms  will  not  be  in  a  position  to 
satisfy  the  needs  of  their  clients.  The  price  per  muskal  started 
from  4.05L,  and  at  present  is  4.80f.  ;  it  is  very  possible  that  it 
may  go  up  to  5f.  We  think  it  is  only  just  to  the  peasant  pro- 
ducers to  pay  4.50f.  to  5f.  per  muskal  this  year,  since  the 
peasant  who  last  year  had  100  muskals  of  otto  will  this  year 
only  have  about  60  muskals,  and  if  he  were  offered  the  same 
price  as  last  year — that  is,  3f.  per  muskal — he  would  be  quite 
discouraged  as  regards  future  cultivation  of  his  rose-fields. 
Moreover,  for  the  last  two  years  wood  and  food  have  become 
three  times  as  dear. 

Veritas  (207/7)  also  writes  from  Bulgaria  in  regard  to  our 
correspondent's  reports,  and  roundly  abuses  a  person  whose 
name  has  not  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
The  more  important  statements  by  "Veritas"  are  as 
follows  : 

It  stands  to  reason  that  in  view  of  the  continually  increasing 
demand  a  crop  of  only  90,000  oz.  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the 
foreign  market,  and  that  the  ruling  prices  are  not  unjustified  in 
the  circumstances.  During  the  season  1896-7,  with  a  crop  of 
about  117,000  oz.,  the  average  price  was  27s.  M.  per  oz.,  while 
in  1895-6,  with  a  crop  yielding  only  about  75,000  oz.,  the  total 
output  was  bought  at  35s.  6rf.  Why,  therefore,  should  this 
year — when  the  output  ranges  between  that  of  the  above  two 
seasons — a  price  of  28s.  to  29s.  be  described  as  exorbitant  ? 
It  is  a  fact  that  before  the  distillation  was  completed  one  of 
the  largest  Bulgarian  buyers  called  upon  all  the  growers  and 
tried  to  induce  them  to  abstain  from  selling  their  oil  upon  the 
grounds  that  they  will  get  much  higher  prices  later  on.  His 
object  was  to  defer  early  buying  as  much  as  possible  as  a  last 
resource  to  obtain  a  certain  portion  of  what  he  sold  ahead  at  a 
cheaper  price.  _  However,  the  growers  failed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  advice,  and  sold  their  oil  at  the  best  prices  obtain- 
able, and  there  is  no  question  that  these  prices  will  be  well 
maintained  during  the  present  season.  The  statement  of  your 
correspondent  that  about  63,000  oz.  is  still  in  the  market  I 
find  to  be  inaccurate,  as  there  is  certainly  not  more  than 
40,000  oz.  now  left.  [Our  correspondent's  first  estimate  was 
42,000  oz.,  and  this  he  increased  to  52,000  oz.— Editor.]  I 
I  should  mention  that  none  of  the  buyers  here  have  bought  al! 
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the  oil  which  they  require,  and  when  they  complete  their 
purchases  this  will  cause  a  further  increase  in  the  prices.  The 
advice  given  by  your  correspondent  to  buyers  abroad  to 
abstain  from  buying  until  prices  fall  is  unsound,  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  understand  how  he  can  justify  it.  [This  matter  is  the 
subject  of  an  editorial  note  on  a  previous  page.] 

What  is  a  Professional  Photographer  ? 

Sir, — In  the  hope  of  enlightenment  I  would  like  to  ask 
fellow  chemists  (more  especially  those  engaged  in  the  photo- 
graphic trade)  for  a  definition  of  a  "professional  photo- 
grapher." My  reason  for  inquiry  is  on  account  of  the 
cutting  of  prices  which  I  find  is  very  general  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood for  plates  and  paper  which  are  included  in  the 
Photographic  Section  of  the  P.A.T.A.  I  have  before  me 
a  bill  given  to  me  by  one  of  my  customers,  in  which  he  has 
been  charged  2s.  0±d.  for  Ilford  half-plates,  the  total  of  the 
whole  amount  only  being  6s.  8(1.  The  man,  who  is  a  miner 
in  good  work,  employs  some  of  his  spare  time  in  making  a 
few  post-cards  for  sale  locally.  Is  he  a  professional  photo- 
grapher, and  entitled  to  the  rebate  usually  allowed  to  the 
trade  ?  Personally,  I  have  seen  fit  to  charge  the  usual  price 
for  a  box  of  plates,  but  now  have  had  to  listen  to  some  abuse 
for  so-called  overcharging,  and  have  probably  lost  my  client 
for  the  future.  It  seems  a  very  general  practice  to  allow 
discount  to  any  photographic  customer  who  makes  a  few 
prints  for  sale  in  spare  time.  I  am  anxious  to  know  if  this 
is  carrying  out  the  conditions  of  sale  attached  to  photo- 
graphic invoices,  or  if  that  condition  is  a  dead  letter,  which 
from  my  experience  lately  it  appears  to  be.  My  customer 
says  he  never  asked  for  any  rebate,  but  this  priced  invoice 
was  given  him  without  comment. 

Yours  obediently, 

Derbyshire.         A  Photographic  Chemist.  (213/2.) 

The  Legislative  Position. 

Sir, — When  I  read  Jay  Mack's  letter,  I  felt  as  if  I  had 
fallen  into  a  mountain  torrent,  and  been  washed  over 
rocks,  down  precipices,  round  corners,  through  gorges, 
pell-mell,  helter-skelter,  until  I  reached  the  bottom  with  a 
final  bang,  where  I  was  only  able  to  wag  my  head  feebly 
and  groan  in  a  hollow  manner  at  half-minute  intervals. 

Nevertheless,  I  like  Jay  Mack  :  he  is  not  a  dead  man — 
his  feelings  are  so  keen  and  sensitive  that  they  have  given 
him  an  attack  of  what  might  be  called,  for  lack  of  a  better 
term,  "nervous  agility."  I  like  nervous  people,  and  they 
often  do  good  work  in  the  world.  The  stolid,  calm  Clydes- 
dale horse  is  just  right  for  a  heavy  draught,  but  for  quick 
evolutions  and  long  marches  we  need  the  sensitive 
thoroughbred. 

There  are  several  points,  however,  on  which  Jay  Mack 
needs  correction.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  know  about 
English  pharmacy,  and  quite  recognise  the  difference 
between  it  and  Scotch.  In  the  second  place,  although  law 
as  it  comes  from  Parliament,  may  not  appear  to  Jay 
Mack  and  me  to  be  "justice"  sometimes,  it  is  really  the 
nation's  conception  of  justice  at  the  time,  inasmuch  as  the 
voice  of  the  people,  in  a  constitutional  State,  is  to  the 
people  the  voice  of  God.  About  the  justice  of  law  after  it 
has  been  re-cast  by  the  Judges,  perhaps  the  less  said  the 
better.  Then  Jay  Mack  says  "  we  have  Stores,  Ltd.,  firmly 
established  by  law."  Here  he  is  altogether  wrong;  no 
limited  company  dealing  in  pharmacy  is  established  by 
law.  In  the  House  of  Lords  decision,  in  the  London  and 
Provincial  Supply  Association  case,  the  Law  Lords  never 
said  the  company  position  was  legal  :  the  most  they  said 
was  that  the  Pharmacy  Acts  were  not  strong  enough  to 
prevent  the  carrying  on  of  such  a  company.  One  of  the 
things  we  have  been  most  careful  to  avoid  has  been  the 
legalising  of  these  companies  without  any  compensating 
benefit  to  legal  pharmacy  as  it  exists  now. 

When  Jay  Mack  says  that  I  and  some  others  are  a  bit 
anxious  about  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  he  hits  the  mark  exactly. 
We  are  a  bit  anxious.  We  remember  the  Poisons  Com- 
mittee, the  men  who  were  appointed  to  sit  on  it,  the  men 
who  were  sent  forward  to  give  evidence  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  the — let  us  say — disinterested  lot  who 
were  called  to  give  evidence  by  our  opponents ;  and  when 
we  study  all  these  things  we  are  a  bit  anxious,  "  and  that's 
a  fact,"  as  a  Yankee  would  add.  When  it  comes  to  tactics, 
we  are  no  match  for  our  opponents,  and  although  I  cannot 
give  the  reason  here,  it  is  not  discreditable  to  us.  Our 


curriculum  does  not  include  tactics,  far  less  tactics  of  the 
kind  we  have  to  meet  in  our  opponents.  I  would  like  to 
remark  here  that  it  was  intimated  or,  rather,  hinted,  some 
time  ago  that,  in  the  event  of  a  Select  Committee  being 
appointed,  the  witnesses  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
were  already  selected.  If  that  is  so,  I  would,  with  all 
respect,  say  to  those  in  authority,  "  If  you  have  appointed 
your  witnesses,  will  you  kindly  leave  them  to  give  their 
evidence  in  their  own  way,  and  not  confuse  them 
with  instructions  which  they  cannot  be  expected  to 
follow  ?  "  I  do  not  suggest  that  this  has  been  done  in  the 
past ;  I  merely  hint  that  it  will  be  well  to  avoid  this  in  the 
future.  It  is  not  well  to  blame  a  man  for  not  appearing 
at  his  best,  if  we  have  forced  him  into  a  coat  which  is  not 
his  own  and  does  not  fit  him. 

Jay  Mack  winds  up  by  saying  the  gospel  I  preach  is 
impossible,  and  he  is  for  peace  at  any  price.  Here  he  gives 
expression  to  a  wish  which  is  unworthy  of  him,  and  let 
me  say  I  do  not  believe  he  wishes  peace  at  any  price.  He 
may  think  so  now,  but  if  he  were  offered  that  he  would 
not  accept  it.  It  would  be  better  to  go  on  as  we  are  doing 
than  accept  terms  which  legalise  the  position  of  our  oppo- 
nents without  benefiting  us.  There  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  do  anything  so  foolish,  and  we  will  do  much  better 
if  we  keep  the  matter  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
go  on  educating  members,  while  we  take  advantage  of  any  or 
every  move  or  occurrence  which  is  favourable  to  us.  The 
fight  has  been  long,  undoubtedly,  but  I  for  one  would 
rather  see  it  continued  for  another  ten  years  than  see 
further  injustice  done  to  pharmacy  or  the  field  surrendered 
to  our  enemies. 

Dumfries,  September  2.  James  Reid. 

[The  House  of  Lords  decision  was  not  quite  as  Mr.  Reid  puts 
it.  It  was  rather  that  Sections  1  and  15  of  the  1868  Act  do  not 
apply  to  corporate  bodies.  Before  the  Act  everybody  (indi- 
vidual or  corporate)  had  the  right  to  use  the  title  "  chemist 
and  druggist."  The  effect  of  the  decision  was  to  say  that  the 
1868  Act  brought  the  individual  under  its  purview,  thus 
leaving  corporate  bodies  as  they  were.  The  existence  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  was  proof  for  the  latter  decision.  Sec- 
tion 17  of  the  Act  is  general  in  its  application,  and  it  is  worth 
keeping  the  sectional  distinctions  in  mind.  They  are  seen  in 
the  following  excerpts  : 

I.  "  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  sell,  etc." 
XV.  "Any  person  who  shall  sell,  etc.,  not  being  a  .  .  , 

chemist." 

XVII.  "  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  sell." 
The  general  nature  of  the  last  of  these  is  clear  ;  had  "  for  any 
person  "  come  after  "  unlawful  "  in  Section  17  the  House  of 
Lords  decision  would  have  left  companies  to  do  as  they  like  in 
regard  to  poisons. — Editor.] 

Repairing  Hot-water  Bottles. 

Sir, — We  notice  the  letter  from  your  correspondents 
Messrs.  Lansdale  &  Co.,  of  High  Wycombe,  and  we  agree 
with  them  that  the  ordinary  cycle-tyre  repair  would  be 
quite  a  failure,  as  the  hot  water  would  liquefy  the  rubber 
solution  on  the  patch  as  soon  as  it  was  placed  in  the  bottle. 
We  might  mention  that  we  are  patentees  of  vulcanisers  for 
repairs  of  this  kind,  and  we  should  be  pleased  to  send  full 
particulars  to  chemists  who  have  work  of  this  kind  to  do. 
We  also  supply  a  box  of  materials  for  vulcanising  by  the 
cold  process.  We  fear  your  correspondents  will  not  be 
able  to  find  a  solvent  for  vulcanised  rubber.  This  is  dealt 
with  by  rubber  re-claimers,  and  is  a  rather  elaborate  process. 

Yours  truly, 
The  County  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd. 

Birmingham,  September  2. 

"  When  Doctors  Disagree."  _  (J 

Sir, — Adverting  to  a  note  in  "  Medical  Gleanings 
(C.  <k  D.,  August  31)  with  reference  to  the  corneal  reflex  in 
anaesthesia,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Dr.  Hewitt, 
Emeritus  Lecturer  on  Anaesthetics,  attaches  very  great  im- 
portance to  this  test  of  the  depth  of  anaesthesia.  In  his 
lectures  on  the  subject  of  "General  Surgical  Anaesthesia 
at  the  London  Hospital  recently,  the  presence  or  absence  ot 
the  corneal  reflex  is  practically  the  only  test  suggested  by 
him  for  the  guidance  of  the  anaesthetist  during  an  operation. 

Yours  truly, 

Southwark,  S.E.  Anthony  J.  Preston. 

Atropa  Belladonna. 
Sir,— All  topics  relating  to  plant  lore  are  interesting,  such 
as  relate  to  pharmacy  especially  so,  and  are  fraught  witn 
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important  results.  Many  years  since  I  collected  a  root  of 
belladonna  at  Denbigh's,  Dorking,  and  planted  it  in  my 
garden  at  Richmond ;  but  it  did  not  thrive.  Recollecting 
that  the  habitat  of  the  plant  was  cretaceous,  I  mulched  it 
with  whiting.  The  effect  was  almost  miraculous.  In  a  few 
weeks  it  had  produced  seven  stout  stems,  6  ft.  in  height, 
luxuriant  foliage,  and  a  profusion  of  blossom  and  fruit.  My 
excellent  friend  Mr.  Henry  Deane  came  over  from  Clapham 
Common  on  purpose  to  see  the  wonderful  specimen,  with 
which  he  was  delighted. 

I  am,  faithfully  yours, 
Deal,  September  2.  R.  Goodwin  Mttmbray. 

Dispensing  Notes. 


Legal  Queries. 

See  the  *'  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1907,"  for  much  legal  information  as  to 
all  trade  matters.  In  any  circumstance  not  covered  by  the 
articles  therein,  state  the  case  explicitly  with  all  particulars 
and  submit  to  the  Editor. 


Statim  (210/20)  has  an  assistant  who  supplied  hydrarg. 
amnion,  for  amnion,  chlor.,  and  a  customer  was  thereby  nearly 
poisoned.^  A  claim  has  been  made  for  ten  guineas,  and 

Statim  "  asks  whether  he  is  liable  for  his  assistant's  mis- 
vki  t  ?ay  be  taken  as  a  general  rule  that  an  employer  is 
w  c  c  neoligence  of  his  servants.  It  would  be  advis- 
able for  '  Statim  "  to  settle  the  matter  with  the  customer 
before  he  takes  proceedings,  as  the  advertisement  our  sub- 
scriber would  gain  by  such  proceedings  might  do  his  business 
considerable  injury.  "  Statim  "  should  be  careful  in  any  in- 
terview he  has  with  the  customer  not  to  admit  liability.] 

(213/12). — You  can  have  the  picture-postcard  copy- 
righted at  Stationers'  Hall,  where  you  can  obtain  a  form  of 
application  for  Is.  Id.  in  stamps,  the  address  is  Stationers' 
Hall,  Copyright  Registry,  Stationers'  Hall  Court,  London, 

Si  N.  E.  &  Co.  (213/15).— Cocaine  hydrochloride  is  a  chemi- 
cal which  is  used  as  a  medicine.  The  word  "  drug  "  is  some- 
times used  to  include  all  substances  employed  medicinally, 
nut  properly  it  means  a  medicine  which  is  not  of  chemical 
origin,  and  is  obtained  from  the  animal  or  vegetable  kingdoms 
and  used  in  the  natural  state  or  in  the  form  of  a  preparation 
not  involving  a  chemical  process.  The  word  "  chemical  " 
means  a  substance  of  definite  composition  obtained  by  some 
chemical  process. 

Schedule  (210/23).— A  fluid  containing  20  per  cent,  of  cresols 
is  a  Part  2  poison. 


A  Doso  Problem. 
Sir, — I  received  a  prescription,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : 

Mrs.   . 

Hyd.  perchlor  gr.  ^ 

Ft.  pil.   Mitte  xxxvj. 

Sig. :  One  nocte  maneque. 
I  refused  to  dispense  it,  and  wrote  to  the  doctor  pointing  out 
the  large  dose,  and  asking  if  he  did  not  mean  the  5  grain  to  be 
divided  into  thirty-six  pills  ;  he  replied,  "  Dispense  as  written, 
5  grain  in  each  pill,  please."  This  I  refused  to  do,  and  through  j 
the  kindness  of  a  brother  chemist,  to  whom  I  spoke  about  it, 
the  doctor  was  spoken  to  again,  when  he  wrote  a  fresh  pre- 
scription for  hyd.  subchlor.  gr.  £  in  each  pill,  and  sent  it  to 
me,  to  be  made  up  in  place  of  the  one  previously  sent.  Was 
I  right  in  refusing  to  dispense  the  first  prescription  ? 

Yours  truly, 

Australian.  (213/9.) 

[A  very  knotty  problem.  _  The  dispenser's  first  duty  is  to 
carry  out  the  prescriber's  instructions,  and  in  cases  where 
excessive  doses  are  detected  to  call  the  prescriber's  attention 
to  the  matter,  and  give  him  the  opportunity  of  revising.  If 
the  prescriber  adheres  to  his  prescription,  as  in  the  above  case, 
the  chemist  is  legally  entitled  to  dispense  the  prescription, 
which  he  should  retain  along  with  the  doctor's  corroborative 
letter.  Of  course,  a  chemist  is  not  legally  compelled  to  dis- 
pense any  prescription,  but  his  refusal  must  not  in  any  way 
reflect  upon  the  prescriber.  The  foregoing  is  written  on  the 
assumption  that  half  a  grain  of  mercuric  chloride  in  pill 
morning  and  evening  is  not  a  dangerous  or  fatal  dose.  We 
shall  be  glad  to  learn  the  opinions  of  correspondents  on  the 
subject  generally.] 

S.  L.  (209/35).— "  Pulv.  Jacobi"  means  Dr.  James's  pow- 
der. It  is  usual  to  dispense  that  article,  which  is  made  by 
Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  Ltd. 


.4.  /.  S.  (212/15)  puts  the  following  question  :  "  A  man  buys 
acetanilide,  which  he  puts  up  in  10-grain  powders,  calling 
them  '  Head  and  Nerve  Powders.'  These  he  sells  to  small 
shops  who  retail  them.  One  of  his  customers  has  been 
warned  by  the  Inland  Revenue  officer  that  she  requires  a 
patent-medicine  licence  in  order  to  sell  these.  Is  this  neces- 
sary ?  "  [Yes,  if  she  is  not  a  surgeon,  apothecary,  chemist, 
or  druggist,  and  if  the  Board's  rule  in  regard  to  the  non- 
liability of  body-names  applies  solely  to  preparations.  The 
latter  has  not  hitherto  been  an  enforced  condition,  for  "  head- 
powders  "  and  the  like  consisting  of  a  single  drug  are  very 
commonly  sold  by  unlicensed  persons  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  Board.  The  opinion  nevertheless  exists  that  the  privilege 
of  the  entire  drugs  exemption  can  be  enjoyed  only  by  the 
persons  mentioned  in  the  exemption,  and  that  any  indication 
whatsoever  of  the  use  of  the  drug  as  a  medicine  (e.g.,  by  the 
title  "  Head  and  Nerve  Powder ")  traverses  the  terms  of 
the  exemption  and  necessitates  a  patent-medicine  licence  by 
those  who  are  not  qualified.  The  Board  may  now  be  enforcing 
this  view.] 

Mac  (214/1). — If  a  non-excisable  liquor  is  described  as 
"  British  Wine  "  it  is  prima  facie  obvious  that  the  Inland 
Revenue  authorities,  when  they  know  it,  will  require  a  sweets 
retailer's  licence  to  be  taken  out  for  its  sale,  but  this  demand 
would  not  be  made  if  the  liquor  were  described  as  being  non- 
alcoholic or  non-excisable.  The  registration  of  a  label  as  a 
trade-mark  costs  30s.,  or  if  copyrighted  at  Stationers'  Hall  Is.  ; 
for  particulars  see  the  C.  <£•  D.  Diary. 

(7._  27.  (212/72). — You  can  get  your  label  copyrighted  at 
Stationers'  Hall,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  it  will,  even  in  its  altered 
form,  be  registered  as  a  trade-mark.  You  may  try  the  latter 
if  you  care  to  risk  10s.,  the  cost  of  the  application-form,  which 
may  be  obtained  through  a  money-order  office.  You  should 
read  the  article  on  this  subject  in  the  C.  &  D.  Diary. 

H.  G.  A.  (208/58). — Chemists  enjoy  no  privilege  under  the 
Refreshment  Houses  Act  so  far  as  the  sale  of  beverages  is 
concerned.  Non-alcoholic  sarsaparilla  wine  and  hop  tonic 
bitters  are  either  beverages  or  medicines,  but  are  generally 
used  as  beverages,  and  if  sold  for  consumption  on  the  premises 
after  10  p.m.  the  shop  should  be  licensed  under  the  Refresh- 
ment Houses  Acts.  This  does  not  apply  to  sales  on  Sundays 
during  prohibited  hours.  The  onus  of  proving  the  drinks  are 
medicines  for  the  sick  would  lie  upon  the  seller. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months.  A  preliminary  condi- 
tion for  reporting  on  samples  submitted  is  that  all  particulars 
as  to  source  and  uses  are  given  to  us. 


E.  S.  (213/9). — Five  grains  of  quinine  sulphate  in  each  pes- 
sary is  the  common  constituent. 

W.  E.  G.  (213/20). — Label-paste. — There  are  many  kinds  of 
shop-paste,  the  changes  being  rung  between  the  various 
starches  with  or  without  gelatin  or  sugar.  The  question  of 
which  preservative  to  employ  is  one  upon  which  many  ideas 
have  been  expressed.  The  most  popular  preservatives  are  oil 
of  cloves',  salicylic  acid,  and  formaldehyde.  The  addition  of 
nitric  acid  or  caustic  soda  is  often  made  with  a  view  to  more 
effectually  breaking  up  the  starch  granules,  while  the  addi- 
tion of  alum  has  the  reputation  of  making  the  paste  stickier. 
The  simplest  kind  of  paste  is  that  prepared  from  the  following 
recipe,  which  may  be  taken  as  a  guide  to  the  proper  proportion 
of  ingredients : 

Wheat-flour    6  oz. 

Powdered  alum    1  oz. 

Cold  water    ...       ...       ...       ...    lj  pint 

Dissolve  the  alum  in  the  water,  mix  with  the  flour,  and 
heat  in  an  enamelled  saucepan  until  the  paste  is  translucent. 
When  cold  stir  in  2  dr.  of  formaldehyde. 

Paint  Pot  (204/21).— Paint-remover.— See  C.  &  D.,  March  9, 
p.  400. 

Dental  (204/45). — (1)  "Dog-oil"  may  be  the  medical  man's 
description  for  dog-fish  oil.  It  would  have  assisted  us  if  you 
had  given  a  hint  as  to  what  the  oil  is  to  be  used  for.  (2)  Rent 
of  Dental  Room. — Without  knowing  what  your  rent  is,  or 
what  accommodation  you  have  to  offer  to  the  dentist,  it  is  not 
possible  for  us  to  tell  you  what  to  charge  him.  As  a  rule  the 
payment  for  regular  use  of  a  room,  two  or  three  days  a  week/ 
includes  fire  and  light.  As  your  pharmacy  is  centrally 
situated  we  should  put  the  minimum  charge  at  a  pound  a  week 

F.  C.  (208/17).— Dry  Shampoo.— Refer  to  the  indexes  of  the 
last  few  volumes  of  the  C.  <£•  D. 
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Balenster  (129/3).— Elixir  Apii  Graveolentis  Co.,  N.F. ; 
compound  elixir  of  celery. — The  formula  for  this  is  as  follows  : 
Fluid  extract  of  celery  seed, 
Fluid  extract  of  coca, 
Fluid  extract  of  kola, 
Fluid  extract  of  viburnum  pruni- 

folium,  of  each   62  c.c. 

Alcohol    125  c.c. 

Aromatic  elixir  to  make   1,000  c.c. 

After  standing  for  twenty-four  hours  the  elixir  is  filtered. 

Fido  (211/21). — Lethal  Chamber  for  poisoning  dogs. — A 
small  chamber  made  out  of  a  hat  box  was  figured  in  the 
C.  cfc  Z>.,  September  10,  1904,  p.  475  ;  in  this  hydrocyanic-acid 
vapour  is  employed  as  the  lethal  agent.  It  is  possible  that 
you  are  requiring  a  lethal  chamber  on  a  larger  scale  for  use  at 
a  dogs'  home,  in  which  case  we  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  repeat 
your  inquiry. 

E.  F.  &  O.  (211/24).— Enamel-paints.— The  composition  of 
these  was  outlined  in  the  C.  <&  D.,  October  13,  1906,  p.  592.  It 
is  too  soon  to  reprint  the  information. 

Glycerophos.(2U/52).— Ste.  Glycerophos.  Co.,  B.P.C.— This 
has  been  noticed  to  deposit  heavily  on  standing.  Mr.  E.  W. 
Mann  (C.  &  D.,  December  9,  1905,  p.  915)  found  the  deposit  to 
be  normal  calcium  citrate  produced  by  interaction  between  the 
citric  acid  and  calcium  glycerophosphate.  He  suggested  the 
substitution  of  an  equivalent  of  acetic  acid  for  the  citric  acid. 
Mr.  Harold  Wvatt  (C.  <£•  D.,  February  23,  1907,  p.  306)  found 
the  deposit  to  be  calcium  glycerophosphate,  and  he  avoids  a 
precipitate  by  using  caffeine  alkaloid.  The  B.P.C.  formula  is 
founded  on  that  of  Robin,  who  first  introduced  the  glycero- 
phosphates as  nerve  tonics. 

Cooke  (206/56). — The  cracking  of  the  pills  is  due  to  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  powdered  squill  through  the  absorption  of 
moisture.  It  is  prevented  by  using  the  equivalent  of  a  powder 
which  has  already  absorbed  water. 

Assay  (205/53).—  Mining  Chemist.— The  curriculum  and 
examinations  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  should  be  taken  to 
prove  ability  in  chemistry.  When  you  have  done  this  you  will 
be  able  to  obtain  the  situation  you  refer  to.  The  Educational 
Number  (August  10)  gives  particulars  of  the  course  of  study. 

/.  J.  S.  (208/1). — We  cannot  trace  the  formula  you  refer  to. 

Painter  (206/46). — Turpentine  Substitutes. — These  are 
petroleum^  distillates  (fractions  between  0.730  and  0.840)  or 
rosin  spirit.  _  The  fatty  substances  which  the  benzine  con- 
tains often  give  trouble,  and  treatment  with  lime  or  chlorine 
is  adopted  with  a  view  to  obviating  the  greasiness. 

Phosphorus  (209/55). — Phosphorised  Quinine  and  Iron. — 
The  deposit  cannot  be  avoided  in  the  recipe  you  submit.  The 
following  formula  is  better  : 

Quininre  phosph.     ...       ...       ...  3iv. 

Liq.  fern  phosph.  (pro  syr.)      ...  3iij. 

Inf.  quassise  cone  3ij. 

Syrup,  limonis    3viij. 

Aq.  chloroformi  ad   Oij. 

Misce. 

A.  W.  C.  (208/25).— We  do  not  understand  what  you  intend 
■by  "massage  liquid  for  shaving."  Will  you  explain  your 
requirements  more  fully  ? 

P.  P.  H.  (209/53).— Ink  for  Rubbeb  Sign-marker.— Printers' 
ink  thinned  with  a  little  turpentine  is  good,  but  could  not  be 
made  on  a  small  scale.  The  following  answers  the  purpose, 
and  is  easily  made  : 

Powdered  gum  arabic    6  lb. 

Bone-black   3  lb. 

Vine-black    1  lb. 

Glycerin    1^  oz. 

Water  1  gal. 

A.  McL.  (26/8).— Process-blocks.— We  gave  an  outline  of 
the  process  in  the  C.  &  J).,  August  17,  p.  322.  In  the  line  draw- 
ings you  refer  to  zinc  plates  are  used  instead  of  copper. 

0.  A.  S.  (203/63). — Halr-dye. — A  good  formula  was  pub- 
lished as  recently  as  May  25,  p.  818.  The  shades  of  brown  are 
obtained  by  diminishing  the  proportion  of  pyrogallol.  Silver 
nitrate  is  needed  to  obtain  black  dyes. 

G.  M.  S.  (208/2).— There  is  no  book  devoted  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  suprarenal  and  thyroid  preparations,  the  subject  being 
as  yet  only  dealt  with  in  various  patent  specifications. 

B.  H.  (120/10).— There  is  a  good  deal  of  information  on 
emulsions  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  There  is  no  book 
solely  devoted  to  the  subject. 

China  (214/61).— The  anti-opium  regulations  which  you 
quote  are  being  enforced,  and  progress  has  been  reported. 


Medcalf  (213/1).— Colouring  Pigeons.— We  are  told  that  a 
little  methyl  blue  is  put  into  the  drinking-water  to  intensify 
the  blue  tint  of  pigeons. 

W.  P.  K.  (203/74).— Rheumatism  Bath-cure.— This  is  mainly 
sodium  carbonate,  but  it  has  been  prepared  by  partly  drying 
so  as  to  cake  it  and  tint  red. 

0.  V.  S.  (Anvers)  (209/65).— English  Sauce.— The  following 
is  one  of  the  many  recipes  for  sauces  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  : 

Boiled  sheep's  liver,  bruised     ...  3iv. 

Tamarinds  3viij- 

Brown  sugar,  bruised  shallots, 
mustard  and  salt,  of  each      ...  3'j- 

Curry-powder    3j- 

Pimento  in  powder         ...       ...    si j . 

Cloves,  black  pepper,  capsicum, 
and  ginger  in  powder,  of  each  3j. 

Tincture  of  asafetida    3ij. 

White  wine  vinegar    Oiij. 

Mix  and  heat  to  boiling,  stirring  all  the  time ;  then  cover, 
simmer  for  ten  minutes,  and  when  nearly  cold  add 

Sherry  wine  Oj. 

Set  aside  for  a  month  and  strain. 

Polish  (206/13).— Black  Boot-polish.— The  addition  of 
ivory-black  ground  in  turpentine  to  any  of  the  tan  shoe-pastes 
in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  yields  a  shoe-dressing  of  the 
type  you  desire.  You  will  need  to  omit  the  yellow  colouring- 
matters  in  the  recipes  referred  to. 

C.  S.  C.  (207/17).— Pill  for  Excessive  Greasiness  of  the 
Skin. — This  is  apparently  an  aloetic  aperient  pill.  We  do  not 
find  any  indication  of  ichthyol,  but  the  quantity  of  material 
is  too  small  to  express  a  definite  opinion. 

E.  M.  (209/9). — Polishing  Buffalo  Horns — Scrape  with 
glass  to  smooth  the  surface,  then  rub  with  powdered  pumice- 
stone  applied  by  means  of  felt.  Next  polish  with  rottenstone 
or  putty-powder  and  finish  with  oiled  wash-leather.  If  you 
have  a  lathe  the  polishing  operation  can  be  easily  performed 
by  applying  the  necessary  abrasives  to  a  felt  polishing-wheel ; 
with  handwork  more  labour  is  needed. 

Ph.C.  (210/26)  asks  for  the  formula  for  the  "salt-rubbing 
stuff  used  in  massage."  Can  any  reader  supply  the  informa- 
tion ? 

Stearine  (213/7). — The  Skin-cheam  is  a  soft  paraffin  hardened 
by  the  addition  of  hard  paraffin.  It  is  scented  with  oil  of 
rose  geranium,  and  coloured  with  a  red  aniline  dye.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  prove  the  presence  of  glycerin,  buf  "it  is  quite 
likely  that  a  small  quantity  is  added  during  the  process  of 
manufacture. 

Equis  (209/30).— Powder  for  Horse-lotion. — This  powder, 
usecl  to  make  a  sprain-lotion  for  horses'  legs,  is  a  mixture  of 
about  equal  parts  of  sugar  of  lead,  sulphate  of  zinc,  blue 
vitriol,  and  mustard  flour. 

S.  L.  (209/35)  asks  :  "  How  is  it  that  in  hot  weather  syphons 
containing  lithia-water  burst  more  readily  than  those  with 
potash  or  soda-water  ?  "  We  would  be  glad  if  those  interested 
would  express  their  views  in  letters  to  the  Editor. 


.These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
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